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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Keystone XL G| Pipeline Project

PUBLI C COMVENT MEETI NGS

Monday, Septenber 26, 2011

Kansas Expo Center
Expo Centre Drive

Topeka, Kansas 66612

The Keystone XL Public Comment Meeting convened
at 12 o' cl ock noon before a Panel:
TERESA HOBGOOD, U.S. Departnent of State,
presiding officer.
M CHAEL STEWART, US Departnent of State,

presiding officer.
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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. HOBGOOD: CGood afternoon, everyone.
We're about to get started. You mght want to take
your seats.

Hel | o and good afternoon. M/ nane is
Teresa Hobgood, and | amfromthe U S. Departnent of
State in Washington, D.C. M colleague, M chael
Stewart and | are here today to listen to your
comments regardi ng the national interest
determ nation for the proposed Keystone XL pipeli ne.

On behal f of the Departnent of State, we
woul d |i ke to thank the people of Kansas for joining
us at this public neeting in Topeka. W recognize
that this is an inportant issue, and val ue your
input. W also would like to thank the Kansas Expo
Centre for agreeing to host this neeting.

The purpose of this neeting is for you,
nmenbers of the public, whether you are a farner or
scientist, to express your views whether issuing a
Presidential Permt for the proposed Keystone
pipeline is in the national interest. To focus al

of our time and attention on your comments, we wl|l
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not be answering questions at this or other public
neetings that are taking place in South Dakot a,
Nebr aska, Montana, Cklahoma, Texas and Washi ngt on,
D.C

Before we begin, we would |like to describe
the Departnent of State's role in the Presidential
Permtting process and |ay out the ground rules for
participating in the neeting.

I n Septenber of 2008, TransCanada Keystone
Pipeline, LP filed an application for a Presidenti al
Permt for the proposed Keystone XL pipeline.
Executive Order 1337, signed on April 30, 2004,
del egates to the Departnent of State the authority to
Issue a Presidential Permt for facilities such as
the Keystone XL pipeline that cross the U S. border

In considering a permt, the Departnent of
State determ nes whether allow ng the border crossing
isinthe US "' national interest, taking into
account environnental and safety issues as well as
energy security, foreign policy, and social and
econom c concerns.

In addition to the Executive Order, the
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Depart nent determ ned, because of the inportance of
the proposed pipeline, that it should evaluate the

pi peline's possible environnental and safety inpacts,
consistent with the National Environnental Policy Act
or NEPA.

As a consequence, the State Departnent
prepared an environnental inpact statenment or EIS
consi stent with NEPA to eval uate the proposed
pi peline's potential environnental and safety
i npacts. |In preparing the EI'S over the past two and
a half years, we have conducted sone 41 public
neetings along the pipeline route, and in Washi ngt on,
D.C. to gather public coments in devel oping the
scope and draft of the EIS

On August 26th we rel eased the final EIS,
whi ch addresses the nore than 250,000 comments from
the public coment period. The Final EISis just one
factor considered in the review process. It does not
represent a final decision on the permt application

Now as we nove into the national interest
determ nati on phase, the Departnent of State is

conpiling additional information to determine if the
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proposed Keystone XL pipeline is in the national
i nterest and deci de whether to grant or deny the
permt.

Now turning to the ground rules. W hope
to have the opportunity to |isten to everyone who
wi shes to speak; and in order to allow the maxi mnum
anount of participation, we ask you to limt your
comments to no nore than three to five mnutes. The
anount of tinme you will be allowed to coment will
depend on the nunber of people who have signed up to
share their points of view on the national interest
det erm nati on.

G ven the strong interest in this issue,
it may not be possible for everyone who would like to
speak to do so. If you do not have that opportunity,
i f you have your comments witten down you can turn
themin today; you can provide your witten conments
on the back of the sheet of paper handed to you
before you entered the room-- and | see nany of you
have that piece of paper in your hand. And you can
al so submt witten cooments via nmail, fax, email or

on |ine.
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The handout you received provides all of
the instructions you need for the subm ssion of
witten conments. Witten comments will be accepted
t hrough Cct ober 9, 2011.

Now our first speakers will be your
el ected representatives. W're honored to have
Governor Sam Brownback with us; we al so have
representatives Arlen Siegfreid, Vern Swanson, and
Forrest Knox with us as well.

Gover nor Brownback, you may have the
floor.

V. BROMBACK: Thank you very mnuch.

Wl conme to Kansas. W're delighted to
have you here. W're not used to having the State
Departnent here, or sonme would say listening to us
ei ther; but we appreciate you being out, we
appreci ate your solicitation and coments and

appreci ate you being here as well.

"1l be very brief on this. | support
this pipeline; | think this is an inportant security
interest of the United States; | have been at the

front end and the back end of this pipeline, | have
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been where the oil sands are devel oped and processed
in Canada; |'ve been at the oil refineries in Kansas
where they use the oil sands.

The idea of us being able to have that in
a pipeline, being able to have that oil source froma
friendly nation that's next door rather than shipping
oil fromtankers hal fway around the world in nmany
times unstable environnents is a good thing for us.
It is a good thing for Arerica and it's a good thing
for Kansas.

Construction of the |ine has gone well in
Kansas. There are certainly issues; you're going to
hear about it fromdifferent individuals today; but
overall it has gone quite well and it is a good
thing. Qur refineries like the oil in Kansas. |It's
general sonething they can buy at a cheaper price,
and provi de then gasoline at |lower prices for our
consti tuency.

And just finally on this point, |I'mone
that supports an all-of-the-above energy strategy. |
think we've got to devel op everything, but we need to

do it within the context, the United States or North
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America so we can have a stable atnosphere as nuch as
possible. | support biofuels, | support w nd

devel opnent, and we've had a substantial expansion of
wi nd devel opnent in this State, which has been good
for us and good for the country.

But for the foreseeable future, we're
going to need oil. And here is place we can get it
reliably, safely, froma friendly neighbor at a price
conpetitive basis that's good for us and good for the
United States; that's why | support this pipeline.

Thank you for being here and joi ning us,
and we're delighted to have you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

REP. SIEGFREID: Thank you. |I'm
Representative Arlen Siegfreid fromd at he, Kansas,
and in addition to representing the 15th District of
t he Kansas House, |I'malso the House Majority Leader
of the Kansas House of Representatives.

And | appear before you today to hunbly
express ny support for your favorable review of the
Keyst one XL pi peline project.

| appreciate the State Departnent's
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t houghtfulness in allow ng for public input on
various issues regarding this project, and |
under st and the unease from sone of the opposition.
However, after review ng the environnental inpact
statenment, | amconfident of this project and believe
that the econom c and security benefits associ ated
with the construction and conpl etion of the Keystone
XL pipeline will last. Conpletion of the project
woul d have a direct and positive inpact on Kansas.

Kansas is a vital link in the Keystone XL
project. In February of 2011, the Kansas portion of
the pipeline went fromSteele Gty, Northeast to
Cushi ng, klahoma, and is operational. And during
the construction phase of the XL segnent here in
Kansas, Kansas collected approximately $3.6 mllion
in sales and use tax; an additional $347 mllion was
spent in the State on | and, pipeline construction and
punpi ng stations.

Nationally, the XL project has the
potential to strengthen our security through energy
i ndependence while creating jobs nationwi de. The

US. inports nore than a majority of its crude oil
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equaling about 9.2 mllion barrels a day. Al nost 2
mllion of those cone from Canada at this tine.

However, should the XL pipeline be
conpleted inits entirely, crude oil inports from
Canada could equal 4 mllion barrels a day by 2020,
nore than we currently inport fromthe Persian Qulf.
In addi tion, increased investnent in Canadi an oi
sands develop will create over 500,000 new jobs in
the United States and can generate $775 billion in
gross donestic product.

The United States nust strengthen our
ability to produce our own oil. Wth the help of our
friends from Canada and t hrough encouragi ng donestic
production, we can achieve this goal. Conpletion of
the Keystone XL pipeline is essential to nationa
security and energy security of the United States;
furthernore, new jobs and revenues provided by the
conpl etion of this project are desperately sought by
the residents of Kansas and the rest of the nation.

Therefore, | respectfully request, upon
conpl etion of the review period, the U S. Departnent

of State nove quickly to approve the conpletion of

10
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this project. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

@ REP SWANSON:  Thank you, Madam Chair.
Much has been and wil| be said about the inportance
of the XL portion of the Keystone pipeline project.
My remarks will be about Price Gegory, the
construction conpany hired by TransCanada to build
that portion of the pipeline that was built through
G ay and D ckinson Counties, of which | represent.

| think this conpany is indicative of the
type of conpany TransCanada is, by hiring outstanding
people to represent them | want to share with you
just a few ways that Price Gegory was a good
nei ghbor to our area. The follow ng points are just
a few exanples of why I think so.

Buying locally is very inportant to snall
towns |ike day Center, Wakefield, Chapman. One of
the first stories told was one of the workers com ng
into a |l ocal beauty shop and asking for a haircut.
Now t hat may not nean nmuch to people froml arger
communities, but with a community like Cay Center, a

haircut is very inportant, because it neans sonet hi ng
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was done | ocally; noney was being spent in our
econony.

A hardware store asked ny opinion of the
pipeline crew After stating it, he said the man in
charge of buying supplies for the conpany had been in
and woul d be buying hardware supplies locally. That
nmeant quite a few sales to that particul ar busi ness
owner .

Qur | ocal GoodYear tire store was given a
list of tires that woul d be needed during
construction, and asked to order themso that the
tires would be available easily and locally. Any
i nventory not needed was purchased and taken with the
conpany when the construction project was finished.

The spouses of the construction workers
were busy with their own projects. They painted
pl ayground equi pnent, built park benches, nmade civic
club presentations about the work they and the
construction crews were doi ng, and when needed, they
took the day County park supervisor to his needed
cancer treatnents.

Pl ease keep in mnd that during

12
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construction, alnost all of the pipeline workers
lived in our area. That neant groceries being sold,
novi es being attended, neal s being served in our
restaurants, and nmany ot her exanples of their
contributing to our |ocal econony. These are just a
few of the positives that the pipeline construction
conpany did for our area, the few nonths they were
t here.

| would add that a day County
Comm ssi oner has been quoted as saying that
TransCanada was very honest in their dealings with
G ay County. The construction was hard on the roads
and bridges, and both have been repaired to what they
were before the pipeline work began.

| f the construction conpani es used during
the XL portion of this project are as good as what we
in our area experienced, the job will be done well.
Thank you for this opportunity to share with you
about the work done by TransCanada, and at |east one
of their pipeline construction crews.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

@ REP KNOX: | appreciate being here;

13
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appreci ate the opportunity to speak on this. M nane
is Forrest Knox, I'm13th District State

Representative froma rural district in Southeast

Kansas. | farmand ranch down there and have for 20
years, | also have a graduate degree in nechanica
engi neering, and accordingly, | guess I'mVice-Chair

of the Energy Commttee in the Kansas House, and the
Envi ronnment Comm ttee of the National Council of
State Legislators.

| want to talk to you today about bal ance.

And | believe this pipeline. |'msupportive of this
pipeline; | believe it shows a bal anced approach to
several things. First, energy. | haven't found

anybody that's not supportive of renewabl e energy;
but the truth is, to neet the need today there's
not hing on the horizon in terns of renewabl e energies
that are going to neet that.

| " m supportive of nuclear energy. | think
there's a bright future for nuclear, too; but there's
a few problens that are being worked out in terns of
technology. That's a long termfuture, | believe.

And right now fossil fuels are fitting the bill

14
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that's the bottomline. And technology is solving
supply issues, environnental issue, and econom c
issues to do with fossil fuels; and they're the fuel
of the day and we need to support those.

In the environnent, if we're going to
bring these mass anounts of crude oil into this
country, the safest way to do this is to transport it
by pipeline, by buried pipeline. |It's better than
transporting it any other way, certainly better than
bringing it fromhal fway around the world in ocean
shi ppi ng.

Spill's and acci dents happen; we know that;
they always do. |It's easily detected in a pipeline,
it's easily contained and it's easily cleaned up.
It's the safest way to transport oil

Exposure to international threat. This
pipeline is bringing energy to our country, needed
energy. It's inside our borders, it's a fixed
| ocation, it's not subject to unstable international
governments, it's within our control al one, and
that's extrenely val uabl e.

And then the econony. Energy fuels our
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nodern consuner. W need abundant | ocal supply.
Thi s opens up econom c opportunities, it opens up
jobs in this country -- it opens up Kansas jobs, and
that's ny particular interest.

| n Kansas, we're down to three refineries.
We used to have a lot of refineries. This opens up
endl ess opportunities. For Kansas industry in
general, for perhaps future refineries; one of our
refineries has state-of-the-art technol ogy to devel op
fertilizer. It's good for general industry, it's
good for agricultural industry, which is of utnost
inportance in this state. It's good for Kansans and
for jobs.

In terns of devel oping down the road, I'm
| ooking at |ots of opportunities maybe to build new
refineries here -- we don't have hurricanes in
Kansas; we don't have offshore terrorist threats,
either. The Keystone pipeline opens up all kinds of
opportunities. | would encourage the issuance of the
Presidential Permt; and appreciate the opportunity
to speak to you today.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you. | think we have
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three nore elected officials in the room
Representative Charlotte O Hara, Representative Trent
LeDoux. | hope | did not mangle your |ast nane, and
Senator Morris.

If the three of you could cone up, please.
And before you start, | want to nmake just a couple
nore remarks about the ground rul es.

Speakers will nake their remarks after the
el ected officials on a first-conme, first-serve basis.
And when your nunber is called, we ask you to cone to
the m crophone, state your nane and your affiliation.
And if you have an even nunber, what we've tried to
do is to set it up so that if you have an even
nunber, if you can line up in the aisle on ny left,

i f you have an odd nunber if you can line up on the
aisle tony right, we'd really appreciate it.

In addition to that, we just want to
rem nd everyone that when you're speaking you wll be
timed. Qur goal is to provide, and | said earlier
five mnutes -- our goal is to provide at |east three
mnutes to all speakers. A card wll be displayed

when you have one m nute renaining, and when your

17
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time is up. And we respectfully request that you
finish your cooments in the allotted tine.

And let ne reiterate that Departnent of
State officials are here to listen. W wll not be
engagi ng in a question and answer session. W
understand the strong views, and we ask in fairness
to everyone who chooses to speak that they be able to
do so without interruption

Al of your oral comments and witten
comments will be considered as part of our record of
decision, and will be reviewed by the State
Departnent during the decision-nmaking process. All
comments nade here will be transcribed by a court
reporter.

W plan on taking a break at 3:30 p.m and
we Wil resune the public neeting at 4 o' clock p. m

Again, we want to stress that the State
Departnent has not nade a decision on the matter
Thank you for your interest and for comng to the
neet i ng.

Now, is Representative Charlotte O Hara --

if you can cone to the m crophone, Thank you.
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@ REP O HARA: Thank you. | stand in
support of this project; however, there is one issue
here in Kansas that | think does need to be brought
to attention, is that the portion of the pipeline
that currently runs through Kansas, that has a ten
year, 100 percent tax abatenent, property tax
abatenent on that; which in ny estimation is rather
probl emati c.

Qoviously | ama very strong supporter of
private property rights and capitalism but when you
start playing into crony capitalismand giving these
types of tax abatenents, it becones a problem And
so | just wanted to bring that to your attention and
al so obviously there will be environnental concerns
that need to be addressed; but | feel strongly that
those will be addressed. But again, that was just
one little piece of the puzzle that | wanted to
present to the [Departnent].

Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

| s Representative Trent LeDoux in the

roon?

19
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@ REP LeDOUX: Thank you. | appreciate the
opportunity to be here, and I want to thank everybody
for comng out for this. |'mvery supportive of this
issue. | represent District 50, which is all of
Jackson County and Nort heast Shawnee County. The
GoodYear plant is in the southern edge of ny
district.

| agree with everything that everybody
said thus far, and especially appreciate the CGovernor
bei ng here to voice his support. |'ve got to tel
you, |I'ma Republican and |I'ma pretty dam
conservative Republican; and in politics, everything
is judged through a prism and you' re pigeonhol ed,
and you've got different sides; but | think it's
pretty inpressive that |abor and business are on the
sanme page on this issue.

I''m here for one reason and one reason
only: The people in ny district, in ny State need
jobs. And this project is going to provide good jobs
for our state, and this project is good for Kansas
any way you slice it, and | hope that you all wll

favorably support it. Thank you for your tine.

20
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M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Senator Morris?
@ SEN MORRI'S: Thank you, Madam Chai r nan.

Let ne begin by expressing ny thanks to
the State Departnent for giving stakehol ders and
other interested citizens this forumto offer our
views. It's vital for Secretary dinton to hear from
i nformed and credi bl e sources regarding this
t renmendous proposal before issuing her
recomendations to the President on the future of
this international endeavor.

As President of the Kansas Senate,
Presi dent of the National Conference of State
Legi slators, and a nenber of the Executive Commttee
for the Energy Council, | consider nyself well
educated on the energy issues faced not only by our
State but by the entire nation. | am an outspoken
supporter of energy devel opnent of all kinds, because
| recogni ze that the energy needs of our country far
exceed our ability to neet those needs with
traditionally donestically-produced energy or

exi sting alternative energy resources.
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Wiile | enthusiastically support the
further devel opnent of w nd, solar, and bi omass-
produced energy, | also recognize that hard truth
that it will be years before the U S will fully
support its ever-increasing energy requirenents
t hrough t hose neans.

Until such tine as technol ogy and
infrastructure reach a point where we can truly
harness the full potential of natural resources such
as w nd, solar and hydro, natural gas and bi onass,
and provi de the energy derived fromthese sources in
an affordabl e manner, we cannot risk the integrity of
our econony, energy grid and fuel production by
failing to use the fossil fuels upon which we have
built our country; and will still exist in abundance
in places like the oil sands of Wstern Canada.

Further, our reliance on foreign
governments and industries to neet our energy needs
make us in sone cases dangerously dependent upon
regi mes and factions who are not friendly to Anmerica.
This fact represents a genuine threat to our national

security.
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The cl oser to hone we can acquire our
energy resources, the better. Partnering wth our
nei ghbor to the north nmakes sense for both Canada and
the U S

This project wll also provide jobs,
desperately needed jobs. The Kansas econony has
al ready benefited greatly fromthe construction of
the XL Kansas segnent, which becane fully operational
earlier this year. The Kansas segnent will be vital
and a greater project which will ultimately Iink
seven states and two Canadi an provi nces.

| comrend Secretary of State Cinton and
the State Departnent, adm nistration and staff who
have so diligently and carefully proceeded to study
this proposal and quantify its costs and significant
benefits. These public hearings are a critical part
of the process, and | deeply appreciate the
opportunity to offer ny support for Keystone XL
pi peline project. This proposal sinply nakes good
sense, for the econony, for national security, for a
step towards energy i ndependence for the future.

Thank you again for your tine today.
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M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Now we will begin to start calling
nunbers.

No. 1, if you can state your nanme and your
affiliation.
@ RABBI R EBER M nane is Rabbi Moti
Ri eber, and | represent Kansas Interfaith Power &
Light, the statewide affiliate of a national
organi zation dedicated to building a faith community
response to issues of climate and energy. And as a
Kansan, as a person of faith, | wish to express ny
opposition to the Keystone XL pipeline.

| consider this project to be a direct
threat to Kansas' natural beauty, to our water and
food supply, to the possibility of a clean energy
future, and to the stability of the world's climate.
The process used to access the tar sands oil is
extrenely water and energy intensive and devastati ng
for the land and wildlife in Canada. This gunk is
then proposed to be piped through the entire length
of the country to Texas, where it will be refined for

overseas export; so it wll not address Anerica's
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energy security; and since the pipeline in Kansas is
already built, it doesn't really address the jobs
I ssue, either.

The areas that this pipeline would pass
through are sone of the nost ecol ogically-sensitive
areas in the country including the Sand H Ils region
of Nebraska and the Flint HIls region in Kansas.
Thi s passes through the Qgallala Aquifer, which
supplies drinking water to mllions of people, and 27

percent of the agricultural irrigation needs of the

country.

The record of the Keystone | pipeline
shows that pipelines |leak, they spill, and when they
doit wll be Kansas' property owners, wildlife and

the environment that will suffer.

Tar sands oil feeds our addiction to
pol | uti ng and unsust ai nabl e forns of energy, and
keeps us fromnoving toward the clean energy future
that we need and that Americans deserve. Anerica is
i ke a drug addict who, fearing that its drug supply
will be cut off, searches for newer and evernore

dangerous ways to feed the addiction.
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| nst ead, we should be | ooking for
alternatives to our devastating habits, and those
alternatives are available, they're on |ine, and
they' re usable now W should be putting into
devel opi ng those alternatives instead of doubling-
down on fossil fuels.

But the nost inportant reason to deny the
permt for the Keystone XL pipeline is due to the
devastating inpact it will have on the ongoing
climate crisis facing our world. W have known for
years now that the earth is getting warner, that the
burning of fossil fuels is the primary cause of it,
and that we need to drastically reduce our carbon
emssions if we are to avoi d devastating inpacts on
the environnment all over the world.

Yet instead of dealing with this issue and
novi ng toward nore sustainable forns of energy, we
continue to find new ways |ike shale oil to add to
the carbon burden. Exploiting the tar sands w ||
keep us hooked on this formof oil for another 50
years; and as the renowned NASA scientist Janes

Hanson has put it, that wll nmean 'gane over' for our
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climate. That is irresponsible, it's imoral, and it
must not be allowed to occur.

I n concl usion, the Keystone XL pipeline
represents not energy independence but a new
dependence on an even dirtier and environnentally-
devastating formof energy. An energy policy that
noves the nation toward even dirtier and nore
dangerous forns of oil, and invol ves such devastation
of God's creation, represents a profound nora
failure.

Kansas Interfaith Power & Light urges
Secretary dinton and President Chana to say no to
envi ronnental devastation, no to climte change, and
no to the Keystone XL pipeline. Thank you very nuch
for your attention.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

No. 27?
@ REV HAWLEY: Good afternoon. M nane is
Reverend Janes Hawl ey, |I'ma mni ster ordai ned by the

Presbyterian Church, U S A, and |I'mal so here today
as a representative of Interfaith Power & Light, with

chapters in 38 states, over 14,000 congregations.
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| very much appreciate this opportunity to
voi ce ny opposition to the Keystone XL tar sands oil
pi peline, and ny concern over the findings of the
State Departnent's final environnmental inpact
statenent.

As a leader in a faith conmunity and one
who patterns his life after the social justice values
expressed in the Judeo-Christian tradition, | find it
norally indefensible to place our environnent at this
great risk. | have great sensitivity and conpassion
for the current job climate, and | can see there is
legitimacy to the concern for job creation. | have a
particular fear in this one instance, though, that
the only long termbeneficiary of this product wll
be one Canadi an oil conpany.

As Anericans and people of faith, we
should not allow this pipeline to feed another 50
years of global oil addiction. An energy policy that
noves the nation toward an even dirtier and nore
dangerous formof oil, and involves such devastation
of God's creation represents another noral failure.

Leadi ng scientists have registered their
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opposition to this project, stating that exploiting
the tar sands on top of conventional fossil fuels
will leave our children and grandchildren a climte
systemw th consequences that our of control. How
the final environnental inpact statenent can concl ude
the project will have no significant inpact defies
common sense. Already the environnments of North
Dakota and the Yell owstone Ri ver have suffered danage
and contam nation fromleaks and spills related to
thi s pipeline.

As a person of faith, | believe it is in
the national interest for President Cbhama to | ead the
nation in an urgent response to the current clinmate
crisis. Supporting and enabling such an
envi ronnental catastrophe such as this pipeline is
i nconsistent with our national interest.

This project underm nes Anerican val ues
and gl obal | eadership on the issue of clinmate and
envi ronnent, and jeopardizes life on this planet. |
hope that President Cbama and the State Departnent
wWill remain commtted to his canpai gn prom ses of

| eading Anerica into a nore hopeful and optimstic
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future rooted in clean, sustainable fuel options so
that God's creation may remain not only our
stewardshi p, but also the stewardship of many
generations to cone. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

No. 3.
@ MR TOITEN:. Good afternoon, |'m Bob
Totten, and | represent the Kansas Contractors
Associ ation; we're a nenber of about 400 conpanies
that are involved in the heavy highway and utility
construction here in the State of Kansas, and we rise
i n support of the TransCanada pi pel i ne.

Qur nenbers believe that the
infrastructure of the pipeline is critical to
i nproving our nation's energy security at a tine of
increasing instability in key producing regions. W
think that there will be over 700,000 additi onal
barrels of oil that will be able to be transported to
US refineries and then to the Kansas consuners.

The nearly 1700 mle pipeline, there'll be
1300 mles that are in the United States, nmuch of it

shoul d be constructed by Anmerican workers. This
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construction will create over 20,000 hi gh wage | obs,
which will then generate hundreds of mllions in
federal and state incone taxes. The |ocal |evel
states along the pipeline's corridor will incur an
additional $5.2 billion, which we think will help
take care of our concerns in regards to the econony
in our State, and provide the opportunity to have
taxes collected, and therefore be able to take care
of health care, schools, and the construction of

hi ghways.

Qur nenbers want the United States to be
stronger, that it can be, and feel that our
dependence on the M ddl e East and the South Anerican
area i s counterproductive for our security. It's
better to inport oil fromour |argest and nost
dependabl e trading partner than to inport oil from
countries that are less stable and less friendly to
Anerican interests.

W believe the devel opnent of additional
North American crude oil supplies will help stabilize
the donestic oil and gas prices, and the pipeline

will relieve transportation bottl enecks to nove crude
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to the &ulf Coast.

| realize that sone believe a pipeline is
possi bly dangerous and it's not as safe as coul d be.
Here in Kansas we've had pipelines in the ground for
over sixty years; we've had a m nimal anount of
problens in the course of the tine of having those
pipelines in this area.

Wth the increased scrutiny that's nowin
pl ace, we understand the new pipeline will exceed al
federal pipeline guidelines and therefore will be the
safest crude oil pipeline in the country.

For these and ot her reasons, our nenbers

support the construction of this pipeline. Thank you

very much

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 4.
@ M5. HARDER: Good afternoon. M nane is
Lois Harder, | co-pastor of the Lorraine Avenue

Mennonite Church in Wchita, and |I'm al so
representing Kansas Interfaith Power & Light. |
thank you for the opportunity to speak to you here

t oday.
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Fromny faith and noral perspective the
Keystone XL tar sands pipeline nust be resisted.
There are several reasons for ny argunent. Hunmanity
has been given the task of caring for the earth and
her resources. This project is an environnental
di saster waiting to happen

At a tinme when our environnment is nore at
ri sk than ever, there is no reason to add anot her
threat to the well-being of our planet. The Keystone
pi peline presents unnecessary risks to the |and,
water and air fromits beginning to its end; but nost
important for us here in Kansas is the water supply.
Wth 30 percent of all of America's drinking and
irrigation water comng fromthe Qgallala Aquifer, we
cannot afford a | eak or heaven forbid a spill from
this dirty oil into our water.

This project could pollute the water as
well as the land and the air at alarmng rates, since
the process of refining this dirty tar sands oi
creates even higher |evels of pollutants than
conventional oil.

Peopl e of faith have been comanded to be
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truthful in what we say and do. This project has
been adverti sed as sonething good for Anerica. This
is a short-sighted and short-termclaim |In the |ong
term | believe it is not sonmething good. It wll
actual raise the cost of fuel for people here in the
M dwest, as we pay for and endure the risk of this
crude oil going through our state on its way to being
refined and then exported.

The Big G| conpanies again wll profit,
whil e the average Anerica pays. This pipeline has
been advertised as creating many nore jobs than it
actually will create, according to the Cornel
University d obal Labor Institute. And even by your
own State Departnent's report, many fewer jobs wll
actually be available fromthis project than has been
estimated or reported.

Qur nation has been bl essed with education
and technol ogy. W have a noral responsibility to
use our technol ogy and know how to cone up
alternative, environnentally-responsi bl e sources of
energy. It is immoral to keep stripping the earth of

t hese fossil fuels.
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The Keystone pipeline is only a
conti nuation and an increase of our addicted
dependence on oil. W nust create other sources of
energy that can provide jobs and security here at
honme. Qur continued dependence on oil is a noral
i ssue, taking our country deeper into its addiction.

The Keystone XL pipeline is inmmoral.

Once again, | thank you for your attention
to these matters, and | hope you will consider these
points in this inportant decision. Please do not
all ow the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline to cone
t hrough Kansas.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 5.

@ MR, SNYDER: Thank you. M/ nane is Ral ph
Snyder, I'mwith the Kansas Anerican Legion; |I'mthe
Assi stant Adj utant.

W are a veterans organi zation, and we're
at two and a half mllion strong, and we're still
serving our country as we pay our dues to be a
vol unt eer.

During the American Legi on national
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convention held in Mnneapolis, Mnnesota, from
August 30t h through Septenber 1st, 2011, Resol ution
107 was passed. This resolution endorses the
Keyst one XL pi peline project.
The American Legion national headquarters
rel eased the foll owi ng news on Septenber 21st:
The National Commander of the American
Legion is encouragi ng Anericans to attend
a nunber of public neetings next week
concerning the Keystone XL pipeline, a
proposed Canadi an- Anerican oil project
that has the support of the nation's
| argest veterans' organization. This
project alone has the potential to create
20, 000 construction and manufacturing jobs
and stinulate rel ated business activity
that could lead to at |east 250, 000
per manent j obs.
Sai d Conmander Fang Wng, "Returning veterans are
di sproportionately unenpl oyed, and woul d undoubt edl y
benefit fromthese jobs.”" Moreover, the United

States nust reduce its reliance on energy, on inports
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that can be disrupted by foreign conflicts,
terrorism or piracy.

Wth the unenpl oynent rate at over nine
percent, a project such as this would be a step in
the right direction to help solve this problem
Thank you for your tine.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 6, can you cone up, state your
nane and your affiliation.

@ MR MOORE: (Good afternoon. Bill More
with the Teansters -- it's hard to say anything in
five mnutes.

You see a bunch of our brothers here in
orange, and | really appreciate the | aborers being
here; you're actually | ooking at the people that do
the work. |'mhappy to say that I'mthe first
speaker to step up here and wal k the wal k and now
tal k the talk.

| took a year off a couple years ago to
work a pipeline with sone of these very guys setting
here, with the UA -- that's AFL-C O el ectricians, 798

wel ders, and | saw the quality of work they do. |
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saw the study, | saw the constant nonitoring that
goes on in a pipeline; | saw the technology and | saw
all the care given to our farners and our |and and
our comunities; | saw the noney that went into the
communities; | saw the respect that these people have
for the work they do and of the conpanies that they
do that work for.

Wil e Kansas is way ahead of everybody
el se -- we've already got our pipeline in the ground,
we don't know what you're waiting on -- but we are
anxious to build those two punp stations and get
those built, get this pipeline working. [ m
speaki ng not only as one who has worked the pipeline;
|'"ve al so been a principal officer of our |ocal union
for 41 years. |'ve worked for our international
I'"ve tal ked to over 300-400 conpanies: TransCanada
is the safest conpany that |1've eve dealt wth,
wor ked for, seen or otherwi se had any rel ati onshi ps
with. They are beyond strict on all safety issues,
they' re beyond strict on all environnental issues. |
woul d not stand opposed to them building a pipeline

right through ny back yard.
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|"ma grandfather, I'ma father, |'ve got
no objections to what the pipeline does for the
future of ny famly; and until sonebody el se can tel
me that wind, sun and all these other nethods are
going to propel our econony into anything, we only
choice, and that's to build this pipeline. 1've got
several other conments, pictures etc.; I'll |eave
those for the record and I'll get out of the way so
ot her people can talk, but I'll ask you to go ahead
and conplete this pipeline. Thank you very much

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 7.

MR COPE: M nane is Jed Cope, and I'm
the principal officer of Teanster's Local 541 of
Kansas Gty, Mssouri.

Qur local is primarily a construction
| ocal, and we represent people on both sides of the
line, State of Mssouri as well State of Kansas.
Today | speak in support of the Keystone pipeline.

There's a couple things | woul d say about
these projects. They bring a big economc boom and

woul d bring one during the worst econony nost of us
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have experienced in our lifetine. It's expected to
create over 13,000 jobs, which puts noney in the
| ocal communities.

Pi pel i ne workers punp noney into | oca
grocery stores, restaurants, conveni ence stores,
canpgrounds, notels and apartnents. These conpanies
use a trenendous anount of supplies; nost of those
are procured locally, including fuel, concrete,
gravel and waste renoval. Pipeline projects help
bal ance state and | ocal budgets by throw ng off
consi derabl e tax revenue.

The Keystone XL project is expected to
prove nore than $5.2 billion in tax revenue to the
states al ong the Keystone corridor.

| think this project's in our nationa
interest as well as our local interest. It wll
i nprove Anerica's security by providing a stable
energy supply with a friendly, reliable neighbor
Canada

And | ast but not |east, the pipeline is
going to be constructed using industry best

practices, and will neet or exceed all existing
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pi peline regulator standards. So I'mdefinitely in
support of the Keystone pipeline. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 8.

MR DAVIS. Thank you. M nane's Marion
Davis, | work for the International Brotherhood of
Teansters in the construction divisions, | represent
wor kers at nuclear sites, coal fossil plants,
pi pelines and comrercial construction all through the
country. | recognize ny brothers and sisters here
today fromthe other trades that we work with; the
| aborer's union, the operating engineers and the
Uni ted Associ ation of Pipeliners and Wl ders.

| chal | enge anyone to check the training
of these trades; it's inpeccable. It's second to
none, they're trained to work safely, and
environnental safety is along with that training.
They know how to do these jobs; they know how to do
them safe, they know how to do them cl ean, they know
how to do themright.

This country, as we all know, and it wll

be said many tines here today, has gone through
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several years of econom c depression, rising gas
prices, and |l oss of jobs. This Keystone XL pipeline
for these states and these comunities and ot her
communities will go a long way to satisfy sone of
those issues, help sone of those issues and get us
back on our feet.

The brother earlier nmentioned a conpany,
Price Gegory that did sonme previous work in this
area. Well, Price Gegory is one of 75 different
contractors, signatory that we work with. Price
Gregory, in another neighboring state here, just a
year or so ago, wote checks to 197 different
vendors, businesses in these communities. Checks
that total ed about $11, 000,300. And that's what ny

brot her Jed nentioned a few m nutes ago; to hardware

stores, canpgrounds, parts stores, tire stores. They

al so make contributions to schools, they nake
contributions to civic clubs and all different

charities. This is good business, and it's

environnental ly safe, they use the best practice, and

we stand in support of the Keystone XL pipeline.

Thank you.
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M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 9.

MR SILLNER M/ nane is Rob Sillner, and
I"'mthe Director of Project Services for the Keystone
pi peline at TransCanada. | want to thank the State
Departnent for the opportunity to present our views
today on the national interest determnation. W
will also be follow ng up before the end of the
public coment period with a nore in-depth witten
position paper touching on all the national interest
consi derati ons.

W appreciate the rel ationshi ps that
TransCanada and Keystone have devel oped with
| andowners, communi ties, businesses, |eaders and
ot her stakehol ders through the constructi on and
cooperation of the Keystone pipeline system and we
| ook forward to many nore years as good nei ghbors
her e.

Wiile the work we will be doing in Kansas
for Keystone XL is limted, it's a key elenent in
establishing the energy security |ink between Canada

and the U S. that Keystone XL represents.
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The Keystone XL project will provide U S
refiners with a reliable supply of crude oil for nmany
years to cone, and it wll foster the inportant trade
rel ati onship between the U S. and Canada, one of the
| argest trade relationships in the world.

It is significant to note that not only
will the project provide a transportation |ink
bet ween t he abundance supplies of Western Canadi an
crude oil and Qulf Coast refiners, but it wll also
provide U S. produces in Mntana, North Dakota, and
the Cushing, Cklahoma area with an outlet to the Gulf
Coast refining region.

It is well-recogni zed that pipelines are
the safest node of transporting crude oil.
TransCanada has a sixty year record of denonstrating
our commtnent for operating safely and acting as an
environnental steward. | want to assure you that
TransCanada can and will build and operate this
project safely, and with respect for the environnent.

Once, again, | thank you for the
opportunity to speak this afternoon, and we | ook

forward to the conclusion of the State Departnent's
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review and its decision on the national interest.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 10.

MR KRAUSE: Thank you. Good afternoon,
nmy nane is JimKrause. |I'mDrector of Field
Qperations for TransCanada Keystone Pipelines
throughout the U S. | live in Omha, Nebraska al ong
with ny famly; that's al so where we have our
operati ons headquarters for the U S

| appreciate the opportunity to provide
sonme input to you folks, and trust that you will get
all the informati on you need to nmake these very
i nportant deci sions.

Beyond energy security, construction of
the project, as you' ve heard, will create 20, 000
construction jobs. W have this experience; we know
these nunbers are correct because we experienced the
sanme sort of buildup when we built the first phase of
our Keystone pipeline, which is already in production
and serving markets in the Cushing and St. Louis
ar ea.

These are good jobs; they' Il be filled by
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many of the skilled people in this roomand fromthe
State of Kansas. W wi Il build and operate the

pi peline safely, with respect to for people, for the
environnment, for the communities that we |ive and
work in. This is our way of doing business.

At the sane time the project wll provide
significant tax incone into the counties that we
CrosSsS.

Just to get off script a bit, ny jobis to
run the field operations of all the punp stations and
pipeline in the US |If w get a favorable result
and begin building the XL pipeline, just in ny
departnent 1'Il have well over 100 people. To date,
| have about 60 people currently working on the
pi pel i ne.

One thing | would like to point out to the
peopl e of Kansas in this room | feel as a conpany
we' ve been very blessed by the quality of workers
that we've had cone into our conpany, both in the
construction phase and the ongoi ng operations. W
found a work ethic here in Kansas and the M dwest

that's second to none, and we appreciate and | ook
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forward to the opportunity to bring nore people into
our conpany.

For all these reasons, we believe the
project is squarely in the national interest of the
United States and Canada. And again, | ook forward
to hearing fromnore people in this room and thank
you very much for your tinme, and com ng here.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 11.

Can you state your nanme and affiliation.

MR, DUNCAN. Hello, ny nane is R ck
Duncan. |'mthe Gateway Manager for Keystone
pipeline. I've lived in Kansas nost of ny life.

Bef ore that, Nebraska.

|'ve spent nost of ny adult life
protecting the very environnment that supposedly we're
now putting in jeopardy. | spent eight years as
Qperations Superintendent for the Cty of H awat ha,
Kansas, taking care of all the utilities, including
wat er and wastewater. | then began a career hel ping
the rural comunities of Kansas with the Kansas Rural

Wat er Association, through a project with the EPA --
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again protecting the Kansas environnent.

If I thought TransCanada was endangeri ng
the environnent, | would not be here today. The
project is not only good for Kansas, it's al so good
for Arerica. W have to break free frominporting
oil fromcountries that do not share our interests
and our values. Keystone will also boost our state
econony by providing thousands of | obs.

' mconfident that TransCanada can build
and operate Keystone XL safely. | urge the State
Departnent to approve Keystone XL; it is right for
Anerica. Thank you for your tine today.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

The next speaker, Speaker No. 12.

MR. DYE. Thank you for allowing us to
speak today on this issue. M nane is Geg Dye, and
I'"'ma resident of Wchita, Kansas, and | support the
Keyst one proj ect.

I n Kansas, as nentioned before, we only
have three refineries left. Years ago we had twenty.
The EPA shut down ten of them which is not good

news; and as you all know, the A askan pipeline is a
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success, but they've been in business ever since way
back in the 1970s. And the Keystone peopl e support
natural gas as part of a solution to the problem
they do have access to lots of natural gas, and it's
probably going to take probably 20 years in order to
pronote it to the level we need to get sone relief.

The ones who oppose this project and us

using too much oil, it would be a big help if they
just didn't change the oil in their cars. Thank you
very much

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 12 -- 13.

M5. BURDICK: M/ nane is Amrita Burdick
| am here as a concerned citizen and as a farner's
daughter. And | |l ook around and | see a | ot of
peopl e concerned about jobs, and |I'm concerned about
j obs, too, which is probably one of nmy main concerns.

But | |l ook around and | see a | ot of
orange shirts, and |I'mwondering where the bl ue denim
shirts are fromthe Western part of the State,
because agricultural, as we see fromthe nane of this

particul ar buil ding, has been one of the foundations
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of Kansas; it's been one of the foundations of all
the states, Kansas - Nebraska - South Dakota - North
Dakota, that this pipeline runs through.

Now | know that peopl e have severa
concerns. One is jobs, one is national security, and
the other is safety. And I'mgoing to talk mainly
about jobs, but I'"mgoing to nention the other two
just alittle bit.

In terns of national security and oi
i ndependence, one of the problens with this is that
as recent news reports have rel eased conpany
docunents, much of this oil is going through the
sensitive parts of the Mdwest, which provides the
bul k of our agricultural econony, and it's goi ng down
to the Gulf eventually, when the build the |ast part
of the pipeline, to be shipped overseas. W're not
going to get this oil

And for people that are concerned about
OPEC, one of the holdings in this conmpany is a Saudi
Arabian origin. So FYlI, that's out there.

In terns of safety, | know that just this

past year there have been 12 only snmall spills in the

50
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Ckl ahoma pipeline part of the area. This is going

t hrough nuch nore fragile water, the Qgall al a

Aqui fer, which is inportant to ne because | grew up

i n Sout hwest Nebraska and | know the | ong struggl es
that Kansas and Nebraska have had over water already.
| really do not want sludge |eaking into that
Qgal I al a Aqui fer, which helps irrigate the crops that
we grow, that helps feed the |ivestock and through
the other water supplies that eventually go into sone
of our nunicipal water.

One of the things that | would nention
also in terns of safety is that this pipeline wll
carry sludge which, according to current law, is too
dirty to be transported. And this is |law that was
signed into effect by George W Bush, who is not
exactly an oil opponent.

| would say that recent history has shown
us the dangers of putting our trust whol eheartedly
into technology. W' ve seen the BP accidents, of
peopl e working too fast and not naki ng adequate
safety neasures; we've seen natural disasters as in

t he Japanese earthquakes. W've also, in terns of
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econom cs, seen the dangers of putting all our noney
and all our hopes into pipe dreans -- and | say pipe
dreans for this particular thing with reason

|'ve driven across the State of Kansas
many, nmany tines and |'ve seen all these signs that
say "one Kansas farner feeds 70 -- then it grew up to
90 -- and then 120 Anericans, and you." | really
woul d hate, because of oil spills, to see the day
when we decrease our food i ndependence of this
country and where we go across the state and it says,
"Kansas supports 120 oil refineries in China -- or
what ever -- because they're shipping the oi
overseas. They're going to the Gulf to ship it
overseas, and we are inporting food -- wheat and
beef, et cetera from Saskat chewan or Al berta because
we' ve danmaged our own water supplies. Thank you

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Next speaker, No. 14.

MR, HENDRI X: Thank you. M nane is Danny
Hendri x, |'mthe Busi ness Manager of Pipeliners Local
Union 798. | represent over 6800 nenbers nati onw de,

an organi zati on conposed of the nost highly skilled,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

trai ned pipeline constructors in the world; and our
union will be instrunental in constructing the
Keystone XL pipeline fromthe Canadi an border in to
Texas.

Build it, but build it right. Were
skilled | abor is used, TransCanada's conmm tnent to
bui | di ng the best pipeline possible is assured.
Build it, but build it right. Hopefully before we
| eave here today, you will understand the inportance
of this project, not only froma national security
st andpoi nt, but as a common sense approach.

Local 798 nenbers have had the privilege
to partner with TransCanada for the past three years,
on construction of the original Keystone pipeline
project that was finished on tinme, under budget, and
with full conpliance with all federal, state, and
environnental laws. Build it, but build it right.

Many of the remarks fromthe opposition to
t he Keystone are about the pipeline and what if.
Local 798, as a group, has been invol ved with many
nmega projects such as the Rex, project, alnpbst 1700

mles of 36-inch and 42-inch pipe. The Alliance
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pi peline, 886 mles of 36-inch; the Vector |ine, 348
mles of 42-inch; the Ruby pipeline, just conpleted,
680 mles of 42-inch; and the Al aska pi peline, 800
m | es of 48-inch.

Al of these projects, all of them net
with the sanme opposition and nmany of the sanme what -
ifs. Al of these nega -projects involved
geogr aphi cal obstacl es and chal | enges thought to be
i nsurnount abl e to the naysayers. But through proper
pl anni ng and advanced engi neeri ng today, they all |ay
quietly in the ground performng as a conduit of
energy for America's needs. Built and built right.

Pi pelines are the safest and nost
efficient way to transport any liquid or vapor, and
to that there is no argunent. Wien a client such as
TransCanada chooses the best value contractors, who
in turn use the best craftsnmen in the industry,
utilizing third party inspection to ensure conplete
conpliance that the environnental issues are properly
handl ed and instituted so that the inpact to the
| andowners and natural resources are m nim zed.

Build it, but build it right.
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To nme personally the nost inportant issue
is who we purchase oil from W wll continue to buy
oil for years to cone; to think otherwise is foolish
But fromwhat country? Wy should we care if we
pur chase from Canada or OPEC nati ons?

Canada has the largest oil reserves
out si de of Saudi Arabia, Canada shares with us a
conmon border, Canada shares with us the Pacific and
the Atl antic Cceans; they also share in our econony,
by being such a cl ose neighbor. 90 percent of all
Canadians live within 100 mles of our border. and we
share many of the sane ideol ogies.

Listen to nme: W nust stop the transfer
of wealth fromthis country to OPEC countries. W
send roughly $1 million a mnute to OPEC for supplies
of energy. One mnute, one mllion dollars, every
single day. Nearly half a trillion dollars a year at
today's prices.

Wiat will be the price of a barrel of oil
next year? O ten years fromnow That transfer of
weal th does not translate into a singe job for this

country, or any tax revenues. Wat we do get is a
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barrel of oil and a barrel of trouble. W cannot
keep this insanity up forever.

Sonme of the OPEC nations that we purchased
oil from | believe. are fueling and financing the
wars in Iragq and Afghani stan? How do we propose to
win either of these conflicts when we are financing
bot h si des?

There are many ot her reasons that make
sense for permtting this project, but I will allow
sonme of the other speakers on the panel to nmake their
key point. | stand here in full support of the
Keystone XL. Please join ne in supporting the
Keystone XL pipeline project. Wiere skilled labor is
used, this pipeline will be built right, and that is
a result that we should all want: Build it, but
build it right. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 15, you have the fl oor.

MR, Pl LGREEN: Hello. M nane is Wade
Pil green, a 31-year nenber of Pipeliners Local Union
798. But first of all, I aman Anerican. | have

wor ked on several mmjor pipeline projects across the
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country. | have seen this industry grow by | eaps and
bounds in safety and environnental areas.

| al so share the concern of everyone in
this roomand across this country about safety and
envi ronnental issues of the Keystone XL pipeline.
But | do feel TransCanada will do everything
possi bl e, such as use the nost qualified personnel as
798 wel ders, and the nost advanced materials in the
construction of this pipeline.

| know wi thout a doubt that it is in their
best interest to build and nmaintain this pipeline
with state-of-the-art technology and to treat the
public as well as |andowners with respect and
dignity.

| would also |like to take a nonent and
express ny feelings of why we need this pipeline so
desperately. The nunber one reason is to stop buying
oil fromnations that do not have the best interests
of Anmericans at heart, and to stop the transferring
of wealth to the OPEC countries. This will create
several thousand jobs, real jobs for the Anerican

wor ker .
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Wiile | do believe we need all the
alternative energy sources that the environnentalists
are saying we need; but at this tine we're not far
enough along in these resources to provide this
nation those alternatives only. W still depend on
oil.

| know the Mdwest is deeply routed in
farmng famlies, as | grew up doing just that; we
used oil products on a daily if not hourly basis;
diesel to run our tractors, oil and grease to | ube
our equi pnent; and fuel to drive to get supplies and
to heat our honmes. This people will provide another
avenue for the United States to have nore of these
products. The nore the supply, the |ower the prices.

| truly believe this pipeline will be a
huge i npact on getting the U S. econony back on the
right track by creating several thousand jobs.

On the safety of oil pipelines in general,
there are 55,000 mles of crude oil pipelines in
Anerica, saying that there are very few incidents for
that many mles of pipeline in production. Pipelines

are the nunber one, safest way to transport products
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in Arerica.

Also, the U S State Departnent has done
an extensive study on the inpact of this pipeline on
t he environnent, and have found there to be no
significant inpact to the environnent. 1|'ve also
heard TransCanada say their goal is to build and
mai ntain their pipeline without one single incident.
| amstrongly in favor of the Keystone XL pipeline
and feel they are conmtted to doing just that.

Thanks. | do appreciate your tinme on this
very inportant matter

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 16, if you can state your nane
and your affiliation.

@ MR WLDS: M nane is Robert Wlds, I'ma
Speci al Pipeline Representative for the Qperating
Engineers. | would like to thank the board for the
opportunity to speak here.

The International Union of Operating
Engi neers represents 400, 000 construction workers in
this country. Contractors enploy the operating

engi neers and every other craft that is in here, have
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constructed over 30,000 mles of pipeline just in the
| ast ten years al one.

The Keystone XL project will create
t housands of jobs in construction and manufacturing
at a tinme when the construction industry and the
econony really needs a boost. These workers wll
spend their wages fromthis project in nmany
communities along this pipeline's route, giving al
| ocal econony sone much- needed revenue, not to
nmention that creating jobs neans nore tax revenue,
nore benefits for our communiti es.

The $7 billion private sector project wll
be built w thout use of public funds. Along with the
Canadi an crude, this pipeline will inport to the
United States a large portion of the pipeline's
capacity will be taken up with American crude from
North Dakota and Montana. A large percentage of this
crude from North Dakota and Montana is transported by
truck today, which creates hazards on our nation's
busy hi ghways.

The Keystone XL project will be state-of-

the-art in technologies and safety. The Depart nent
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of Transportation statistics show that the pipelines
are the safest, nost economi cal way to transport
crude and natural gas across the land. The Keystone
XL project wll be regulated by the Departnent of
Transportation. This conpany will also be nandated
by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety

Adm ni stration to incorporate 57 special conditions
al ong the whole pipeline route. Conditions to which
no other whole pipeline in this country is subject
to.

From speci al construction techniques to
enhanced specifications and design of materials,
these conditions ensure the commtnent to safety by
all parties involved in construction, operation and
regul ation of this project.

The environnental reviewis clear that
this pipeline will inprove the environnent and the
safety of the general public. It wll also reduce
our dependence on heavy crude oil fromunstable
foreign countries, that of course inproves our
national security.

Speaki ng of national security, I'd like to
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take a second to give a history |esson on how a

pi peline actually helped win Wrld War I1. There was
a crude oil line, they called it an energency war
line, ran from Texas to the East Coast. It was built

in the 1940s, because the German U-boats were in the
Atl antic Ccean sinking all our tankers that were
taking oil to the East Coast, for our factories to
build our war machi ne so we could hel p defeat the
Ger mans.

If it had not been for this pipeline,
maybe we'd be speaking German today. | don't know.
Just a quick little | esson

In summary, this project will bring nuch
of a needed econom c boost to the struggling econony
as well as long termstabilization by reducing the
United States, of Anerica's dependence on crude from
unstabl e foreign countries. This all in turn
i nproves our national security as well as our
envi ronnent .

The International Union of Operating
Engi neers supports the devel opnent of the Keystone XL

project and believes it is in the best interest of
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all Anmericans. Therefore, on behalf of the

I nternational Union of Operating Engineers, |
respectfully request that the Departnent of State

pl ease find TransCanada XL project in our national

i nterest and approve the Presidential Permt. Thank
you for the opportunity to talk.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 17.

MR SOFTLEY: M/ nane is Ken Softley, I'm
unaffiliated but I'mhere to represent anyone and
everyone whose life or livelihood depends on the
Qgal lala Aquifer. | grew up in South Centra
Northeast in the md-Fifties. M famly noved to the
far corner of the Nebraska Panhandl e, and nost of ny
adult life since then I've lived on this side of the
Sand Hlls while ny famly was on the other side. So
I've driven just about every route between here and
t he Nebraska Panhandl e; 1-80 al ong the south edge of
the Sand H Ils, Nebraska H ghway 2 through the center
of the Sand Hills; US 20 across the north edge of the
Sand H IIs.

Now i f you think Sand H I|ls neans 'desert’
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there are about 20,000 square mles of prine pasture
in the Sand Hlls, and you mght be surprised to
learn that includes 1.3 mllion acres of wetl ands
that sustain hundreds of varieties of plants, aninals
and mgratory birds, and especially cattle. Wtlands
inthe Sand Hlls, that may not sound right. But
under that rare land nmass is the (gallala Aquifer,
reachi ng even further than the boundaries of the Sand
Hlls, into Womng, alnbost to lowa, south through
Kansas and Il ahoma into the Texas Panhandle. That's
a lot of pure water, an anount that is reported to be
equal to Lake Huron. Water that sustains cities,
farns, ranches, and all the wildlife that I

nment i oned.

Now TransCanada wants to build a pipeline
across part of that terrain, rather than spendi ng
sone additional funds that could route the Keystone
XL around the aquifer and the Sand HIls. W're all
aware that the collective safety record of the
various oil conpanies | eaves a ot to be desired.
Since the July Exxon spill into the Yell owstone River

in Montana, the conpany estimated their cleanup cost
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at about $42 mllion. TransCanada's Keystone |
reportedly had 12 leaks in its first year of
operati on.

In the very possible event of a spill that
m ght pollute the aquifer, how do you cl ean sonet hi ng
i ke that up? It ranges from50 feet underground to
a depth of 500 feet. You don't clean sonmething |ike
that up. There's no way you can estinmate a cost of
curing that problem

Let TransCanada build their pipeline, but
have themroute it around one of the rare and
necessary ecological treasures of this world. Don't
et themcut costs by cutting the corner. Don't put
the QOgallala Aquifer at risk.

| thank you for your tine and attention

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 18.

M5. SCIWALD: Madam Chai rman, ny nane is
Cheryl Sciwald and I own CR I nspection, |ncorporated.
CR Inspection is the only gas and oil third party
pi peline inspection conpany in the State of Kansas.

My conpany was one of the few conpanies
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called to the Houston headquarters of TransCanada as
a finalist for the pipeline construction inspection
services on the Keystone XL pipeline.

Last week, | learned that ny conpany
didn't get the bid; but because | strongly before in
the necessity of this pipeline for our country, 1'd
like to share sone facts that | learned in this whole
bi d process.

|'d like to break it down to the three
nost basic i ssues here; the ecol ogical, the econom c,
and the social inpact of this pipeline.

Ecol ogical first. Let ne tell you the
facts that | learned when | bid on this pipeline.
There are 16 spreads or divisions in this 1331 mle
pi peline. You guys know what a spread is. These
spreads cover five states.

From the inspection side, there will be
six environnental inspectors and three safety
i nspectors on each spread. In total there will be 96
envi ronnental inspectors and 48 safety inspectors
during the construction of the Keystone project.

Now for those of you who don't know what
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third party pipeline inspection conpanies do, we are
boots on the ground specialists in overseeing the
safety, the environnment, the welding, the right-of-
way. We work for the gas conpany or the oil conpany,
or TransCanada. There will be 356 weld quality
control and right-of-way inspectors hired to nonitor
the construction of the pipeline at all phases.

They will be there at all tinmes, overseeing the
construction of this pipeline. That's over 22

I nspectors per spread.

There are 57 new special conditions of
construction on the Keystone XL pipeline that have
been added for safety and environnental protection.
The 57 new conditions of construction are above and
beyond what is normally required for a new pipeline.

These 57 new requirenents of this pipeline
will be nonitored by the Federal Energy Regul atory
Comm ssion, or what we know as FERC. The Keystone XL
pipeline will be constructed and operated at a safety
| evel beyond that of any existing crude oil pipeline
in the United States.

Just an FYl -- | was just going to go on
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and tal k about all of the other governnent agencies
that TransCanada has net with, |ike the Departnent of
Gane and Park, State Departnment of Roads, State
Departnent of Fish & Wldlife. This has been a three
year process, putting this pipeline together, and
TransCanada has net with a |lot of state and federal
organi zations; and after the conpletion of these
neetings, this is how these 57 additional rules cane
about .

The economc inpact, there will be a
m ni mum of 3000 and as nmany as 6000 construction
workers hired to build the Keystone XL pipeli ne,
depending on the tinme of the year. This nunber is in
addition to the 500 inspectors that will be hired to
oversee the safety environnent of the construction
process.

Finally, pipelines are a vital part of our
country's infrastructure and have been quietly
serving our nation for decades. Anerican pipelines
have been delivering valuable materials to
manuf act ure drugs and pharnmaceuticals, plastics,

chem cal s and construction material since the 1940s.
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VW need 'ethical oil' not 'conflict oil.'

Wiy are we sending Anerican dollars to buy
oil fromMN geria, Iran, Venezuela and Saudi Arabia?
Wiy are we providing funding for their aggression
towards Anericans and even their own citizens.
Canadian oil is ethical oil. W nust stop risking
our energy security and build the TransCanada
Keyst one pi peline today. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 19.

MR GROSS: Thank you. M nane is Tom
G oss, I'ma Special Representative over pipeline and
gas distribution for the United Associ ati on of
Jour neynen Apprentices, for the plunbing and
pipefitting industry of the United States and Canada.

Thank you for allowing ne to address this
hearing. | represent 340,000 nenbers of the United
Association, along with their famlies. The UA as
nmy organi zation is known, provides highly trained
craftsmen and wonen who build everything from hones,
school s, hospitals, to power plants, manufacturing

facilities; our nenbers will be the ones who will be
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constructing the Keystone XL pipeline.

It is inportant to the United Association
t hat everyone understands that the security of our
environnent is and will continue to be an inportant
concern to us. W are deeply commtted to preserving
our air, water, natural resources for future
generations. An we also know, pipelines have already
been shown to be the safest as well as the nost
econom cally viable, environnentally secure way to
transport oil.

The Fi nal Environnental |npact Statenent
for the purpose of the Keystone XL project was
rel eased on August 26, 2011. Please understand that
this docunent was not just a statenent, but a
detailed report that included stringent analyst and
addressed many concerns that the public has voiced.

| have seen firsthand the construction of
pi pelines throughout North Anerica, and | can tell
you that when the UA is involved, you can rest
assured that they are built with the utnost skill,
integrity and commtnent to safety. Rights-of-way

are neticul ously prepared; the segregation of topsoil
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and subsoil, and once the pipeline is laid and
buried, the process of reclamation is very carefully
and successfully conpl et ed.

The State Departnent is correct when it
states the Keystone XL pipeline will have m ni nal
environnental inpact. The route has been carefully
prepared and rerouted to ensure the fragile aquifers
will not be disturbed. The project will continue the
tradition of environnmental integrity that the UA and
our signatory contractors have denonstrated for many
decades.

Keystone is the nost scrutinized project
in recent nmenory. | can think of no project that has
been revi ewed nore thoroughly than this one. But
that's fine with us, because we know that this
project will be safe and environnental |y sound;
that's how we build all of our pipelines.

Four of the nost inportant questions
facing our nation today are: How can we create nore
j obs, how can we increase our energy supply while
reduci ng our dependence on oil fromthe Mddl e East;

how can we further ensure our national security? And
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how can we do all these things and still protect our
envi ronnent ?

The TransCanada Keystone pi pel i ne proj ect
can help answer all three of these questions. So
per haps anot her inportant question should follow
How can we say no to a project and go a very |ong way
in answering each of these questions? The reality is
we cannot .

It is estimated the Keystone project wll
create a mnimumof 13,000 construction jobs, 7,000
manuf acturi ng jobs, and at |east another 118, 000
spin-off jobs of other sectors.

Personal incomes could see a boost of $6.5
mllion-billion and these projects will not cost the
Aneri can taxpayer a dinme. | have seen firsthand what
construction of a pipeline can do for a town; notels,
smal | conveni ence stores, restaurants, and reap
substantial benefits. Sales taxes increase as well,
giving a boost to our |ocal governnents.

It has been stated that communities and
states along the pipeline route during construction

will receive $600 mllion in new tax revenues, and
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another $5.2 billion in property taxes over the life
of the pipeline.

U. S. enploynent associated with the oi
sands in Canada could go as high as 465,000 by the
year 2035. Communities in states along the pipeline
route will benefit by hundreds of mllions of dollars
in new tax revenues. | nagi ne how many school s we
could build. Fire and police departnents could be
strengt hened; how nmany roads we could repair, and so
much nore, with that kind of revenue.

It is projected that $5.2 billion in
property taxes will be collected over the life of the
line, life of the pipeline. |nmagine how nuch good we
can do with that kind of revenue.

Creating jobs, enhanci ng energy
i ndependence, inproving national security, the
Keystone pipeline wwll do all these and nore. Please
support this inportant project for all Anericans.
Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 20.

MR. BARNETT: Cood afternoon. M/ nane is
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David Barnett, and I'man el ected representative from
Pi pel i ners Local Union 798 of the United Associ ati on.

| want to take this opportunity to thank
you for allowing ne to speak here today. | would
first like to say that |I consider nyself a bal anced
environnmental i st, not an environnmental extremst. |
truly believe in treating our environnent around us
with the utnost respect and consideration. | fully
support the extensive environnental studies that have
been perforned for the Keystone XL pipeline project,
and further support their findings that have shown
that this project will have mninmal inpact to the
envi ronnent .

| woul d dare say that when this fine
bui | di ng was constructed, that it too had an
envi ronnental inpact; but cool er heads prevail ed and
here we stand today. |'ve spent 35 years of ny life
in the pipeline construction field, and woul d dare
say with the exception of a couple in the room that
I have as much hands-on experience at constructing
pi pel i ne.

The largest project in which I was
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personal Iy invol ved was the 1975 and 1976
construction of the Al aska Pipeline project; perhaps
sonme of you have heard of it. This project cane up
agai nst nuch opposition fromenvironnmental groups of
that day. These environnental groups nade |ots of
predi cti ons back then, such as caribou would not and
coul d not survive around the pipeline. Yet today we
see pictures that indicate that it appears to be the
grazing area of their choice.

Pi pelines are the safest and nost

envi ronnental favorable way to transport oil and

petrol eum products that we know of. The Trans- Al aska

pi peline has safely transported approxi mately 16
billion barrels of oil to date, with no ngjor
di sasters and no nmajor inpact to wildlife or the
tundra. And now the environnental groups of today
are saying that the QOgallala Aquifer is in danger if
the Keystone XL pipeline is constructed.

| refer to a professor that | happen to
know, M. Burke Fisher. And according to him he
has very much know edge of the aquifers. QI would

absorb into sand at approximately thee-tenths of an
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i nch per hour. \Wereas water and gasoline soak in at
a rate 300 tines that.

I f you | ook at how many gas stations are
over that aquifer, wth buried gasoline tanks, it
seens to be nmuch nore of a concern to nme than this
pi peline. This pipeline, through TransCanada's
cooperation, they have agreed to |lower pressure with
i ncreased wal |l thickness, the |atest technology in
| eak detection; and as | said, the best possible
constructors that they can get to build it.

Leani ng on ny 35 years of pipeline
construction experience and the | evel of today's
avai l abl e technol ogy, | do not believe for a nonent
that the QOgallala Aquifer is in any real danger of
contam nation by this pipeline, as sone would | ead us
to believe.

| currently represent 6800 pipeline
constructors who are the nost highly trained and
highly skilled welders, pipefitters and pipeline
hel pers in the world. Sone of these pipeline workers
that |1' m speaking of reside right here in this area,

and perhaps are sone of your neighbors.
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TransCanada Corporation has commtted to
using a highly skilled work force to construct the
Keyst one pi peline through this State. Wy did they
choose the highest quality contractor and work force
in the world for this project? Not because they were
the cheapest contractors, but because they were the
best contractors. The best at building the right-of-
way, the best at devel opi ng good relationships with
t he | andowners, and the best contractors avail abl e
for the end result of mnimal inpact to the
envi ronnent .

M ght | add that by choosing these
contractors, this work force, it will also raise the
bar for a level of public safety in the area of
pi pel i nes.

Wiile we are on the subject of public
safety, | feel, as many Anericans do, that we need to
pur chase as nmuch of our oil as we can fromfriendly
Canadian allies to the north. As we now know, sone
of the oil noney that has been spent overseas in the
past has cone back to reign terror on our great

country and its citizens.
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In my opinion, and as | amsure all of you
woul d agree, that this, too, is a matter of public
safety. This cones at a tine when Anmerica needs jobs
badl y, maybe as badly as it has in 75 years. This
project will punp $10 billion in private equity noney
into our econony. $600 mllion is the estinmates
along the pipeline route that it will build as they
construct it.

|, too, desire Anerica to devel op nore
green technology and inplenent it into our |ives.
This will not happen overnight. And as | stand here
today, Anerica has a | arge dependency on oil for many
uses. W all cane here to this neeting today in sone
formof transportation, and | would dare bet that an
oi | product propelled you here.

As | have previously stated, | stand in
full support of the passage of the Keystone XL
pi peline so we can get on and start the paychecks to
flow ng. Thank you

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

And before | call on No. 21, | just want

to rem nd everyone that if you have your coments
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witten down and you're not speaking

ext enpor aneousl y, you can turn themand they will be
a part of the record. So if you don't finish

speaki ng everything that you' ve gotten witten down,
agai n, please just renenber that what you have wl|
be part of the record. Thank you.

Before I call on No. 21, | understand we
have anot her el ected representative here. Terrilois
Gregory, you have the floor.

REP GREGORY: Thank you. Thank you for
bringing ne inalittle early. MW comments wll be
brief.

| am TerriLois Gegory, | represent
District 10. District 10 is the southern portion of
Lawrence, all of Baldwin Cty, all of Wellsville, and
the northern part of Gtawa. And | think that you're
going to hear a lot of coments and facts here today;
so ill be brief and just let you know that | am
encouragi ng you to support the pipeline project.
Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Now may | call on Speaker 21.
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M5. FELL: M nane is Ann Fell. | ama
| andowner, nother, grandnother and a snmall busi ness
owner fromWnfield, Kansas. | do not think the
pi peline woul d serve our national interest.

We hear a | ot about how the U S. needs tar
sands oil to achieve a friendly source of petrol eum
and |l ead to our energy independence from M ddl e East
oil. W also hear that TransCanada i s pushing
forward with a plan to transport a formof oil that
cont ai ns dangerously high | evel s of several
pol lutants across the entire m dsection of our
country, to places along the Gulf Coast.

Wiy there? Because that is where
refineries exist that can process this crude oil. 1In
addi tion, TransCanada investors also wll have access
to shipping ports where they will be able to export
this oil and its refined products to world markets
tax-free.

Valero is the only U S. conpany anong the
six major custoners for tar sands oil. It appears
nost of that oil is destined for the world narket,

not U S. consuners.
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| have | ooked over the environnental
i npact statenent for the Keystone XL pipeline. The
summary states that there woul d be significant
adverse effects to certain cultural resources al ong
the proposed corridor. | live in Cow ey County where
the pipeline is already buried less than a mle
upstream fromthe Wal nut R ver

Wnfield Kansas annual |y hosts an
i nternational nusic festival on the banks of the
Wal nut R ver that draws thousands of nusicians from
all over the world. Wat would happen to the WAl nut
Vall ey Festival in the event of a tar sands oil |eak
there? The singlenost inportant economc event in
our area woul d be jeopardi zed.

Nowhere in the environnental inpact
statenent did | find a reference to the added hazards
of increasing the carbon em ssions to our atnosphere
t hrough refinenment and use of tar sands crude oi
products. Every resident in Kansas, the United
States and even in the world woul d be adversely
affected by the pipeline because of its increased

carbon content.
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My county in Southern Kansas has j ust
experienced the hottest sunmer on record, beating
even the records fromthe 1930s. Crops failed, our
gardens were a futile attenpt this year. How host
must it becone before we wake up and admt that
sonet hing i s happening to the planet which sustains
all the life we know? It is certainly not in our
national interest to ignore the overwhel m ng nunbers
of trained scientists who tell us there is a problem

Sonme may say that human influence on the
carbon content in our atnosphere cannot be
conclusively proved. | suggest that we are not
operating here with the innocent until proven guilty
prem se of our judicial system Rather, we operate
as we would if our physician tells us we nust stop
snoki ng for our own good.

Truly in our national interest, it is tine
we |isten. Qur experts have spoken, and it is tine
we stopped snoking and put our American ingenuity to
work finding clean energy alteratives to the high
carbon fuels of which the tar sands oil tops the

|ist.
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| ama fairly recent, first tine
grandparent. | would like to think that our nation's
| eaders will consider the health and prosperity of ny
grandchil d and ot her grandchildren, and i ndeed, even
their eventual grandchildren before issuing permts
for short termgain.

| would like to think we will take the
steps necessary to preserve our planet and its
at nosphere for long termsustainability. | urge the
President and the State Departnent to deny the
pi peline permt. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 22.

State your nane and affiliation.

MR HUNTER M nane is Charlie Hunter,
I'"'ma biology professor from Sout hwestern Col | ege and
a citizen of Cowl ey County, Kansas. Most
inportantly, I'ma father and a grandfather, and |
sincerely believe the future of ny children and
grandchil dren, indeed all our children and
grandchildren, is at stake here. |'mopposed to the

Keyst one XL pipeline for several reasons.
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Nunber 1: The proposed pipeline wll
traverse 250 mles through the heart of Nebraska Sand
Hlls, and over the |largest and thickest renaining
portion of the Qgallala Aquifer. The fact that a
smal | er Keystone pipeline has experienced at |east 12
| eaks or spills in the last year is disconcerting at
the very least, if not alarm ng considering the
potential for a major ecol ogical disaster.

The pipeline is designed to transport
nearly one mllion barrels per day. The tar sands
oil that the pipeline will carry is not a sinple
liquid. In fact, it's a slurry that has abrasive and
corrosive properties that will chall enge any
pipeline. QI leaks and spills in this pipeline are
i nevi tabl e and unavoi dabl e.

Nunber 2: Tar sands oil has been
accurately terned '"dirty oil' due to the intensity of
the process required to mne, extract and refine it.
Estimates of C2 rel ease from mning, extracting and
refining tar sands oil range fromthree to five tines
greater than the CO2 em ssions fromcrude oil from

the United States.
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As sonme have stated, burning one gallon of

tar sands gasoline in a Toyota Prius is equivalent to

bur ni ng one gal l on of conventionally-produced and

refined gasol

Number 3:

i ndustry and
pi peline wll

is anyth if

ine in a Humer.

proj ect proponents of the Keystone XL

The contention by the oil

| essen U.S. dependence on foreign oi

not a scam It is clear that Keystone

XL is an export pipeline. Tar sands oi

transported to diesel

Texas, a tax-

w il be

refineries in Port Arthur,

free trade zone. O the six conpanies

that have commtted to purchase over 75 percent of

Keystone's initial capacity, the sole U S. conpany is

Valero G I|.

Val ero has publicly disclosed that it

plans to ship the diesel fuel it refines fromtar

sands to overseas custoners.

Nunber 4: The key question is whether or
not this pipeline serves the national interest, which
| interpret as 'we the people.” It is becomng
apparent that our country does not need this oil, and
that the primary interest being served by this
pipeline will be TransCanada and the oil industry.
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Since this project was announced, the oil industry
has acknowl edged t hat hi gher fuel econony standards
means declining U S. oil demand.

Qur country needs to cone to grips wth
our addiction to oil, and this pipeline only feeds
that addiction. The only way to reduce our
dependence on foreign oil is to reduce our dependence
on oil, period. It is paranmount that our country
continues to develop alternative energy sources, and
continues to pronote the power of conservation of
energy resources.

Wtnessing and participating in the
wor | dwi de event called "Mwving Planet, a day to nove
beyond fossil fuels" this past weekend has certainly
gi ven nme renewed hope and energy.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 23.

MR, NORTH NGTON:  Thank you. M nane is
John Northington. |I'mwth the Consuner Energy
Al'liance, and I'mhere today to ask for a

presidential approval for the Keystone XL pipeline.
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Canada is our strongest ally, our |argest
trading partner. | won't bel abor the many nyri ad
positive points that we've already heard so far today
about jobs and revenue and things like that that the
pipeline will bring to this country, but I'Il try to
keep it brief and within the scope of nationa
interest. W need to work towards energy
i ndependence. This pipeline wll bring 700,000
barrels a day of Canadian crude froma friendly,
stable ally. Currently our inports fromthe Mddle
East and ot her unstable nations are just -- we have
to get away fromthem

| would say that there's a very, very
sinple fact here when it cones to whether or not this
is our national interest. Canada is going to get
this product to market. It can either cone through
Anerica through the Keystone XL pipeline, down into
Port Arthur where they're holding simlar hearings
just right now, or it can go west through another
pi peline and go onto barges, and go to the Asian
markets; and that does not benefit the United States

of Anerica.
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So in terns of national interest, Keystone
XL is in our favor, and | urge you all to approve it.
Thank you so much.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 24.

MR BLISS: Hello. M nane is Lowel |
Bliss. Wlcone to Kansas. |'mpleased to speak in
opposition to the Keystone people on behal f of Kansas
Interfaith Power & Light. M faith conmmunity, ny
church, is Faith Evangelical Free Church of
Manhat t an, Kansas, where | amchair of the El der
Boar d.

| wish to alert everyone to a grow ng
novenent of creation care within the Evangelica
Church. W are convinced that those who believe CGod
created the earth should be the first to take care of
it. | refer you to the Tine Magazi ne online story of
| ast Friday, detailing the Evangelical Environnental
Net work's opposition to the Trane Act. How can we be
asked to support job creation which ignores the
nmer cury poi soni ng of unborn children?

| ammarried to a Canadi an woman who |ived
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a portion of her childhood in Northern Al berta. W
have many dear famly friends there, sone involved in
the oil industry. | can sincerely wish themthe
best, because the tar sands are not the best; not for
them nor their children, not for Canada, the U S.

or the planet.

O course Canada is a wonderful, sovereign
nation and we won't presune to tell themwhat to do;
but for decades we have inplored the Brazilian
government not to destroy the Amazon rain forest. W
showed themthe scientific evidence is the Arazon is
the lungs of the entire planet. Simlarly, the
Canadi an governnent asked us to regul ate our G eat
Lakes industries, show ng us incontrovertible
evi dence that sul fur dioxide fromour em ssions was
causi ng acid range and damagi ng their forests, |akes
and fisheri es.

W can ask the Canadi ans to keep bitunen
this dirtiest of fossil fuel, this |largest of Carbon
di oxi de emtters in the ground. W can certainly
choose not to enabl e and encourage their devel opnent

of the tar sands through the Keystone pipeline.
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The tar sands of Al berta are not so nuch
about oil as they are about what George W Bush has
called "our addiction to oil." Wy else would we
per petuat e such an ecol ogi cal disaster except for the
fact that we can't hel p ourselves. The Houston
refineries -- and by inplication, all of us -- are
the junkies. The Keystone pipeline is the syringe,
and the tar sands are in essence no different than a
neth lab. There's no argunent that there's plenty of
noney to be made in addiction.

To change the addiction netaphor, and
maybe to get sone comc relief, let ne lead you ny
favorite word picture of the tar sands; this from Rob
Hopki ns of the Transition Towns novenent. He
expl ai ns how conventional drilling of sweet crude
oil, such as we've known to date, is |ike standing at
the bar, while a barman pours you pints direct from
the cask at the cellar. Tar sands, quote "Are akin
to arriving at the pub to find that the beer is all
of f, but so desperate are you for a drink that you
begin to fantasize that in the 30 years this pub has

been open for business, the equivalent of 3,000 pints



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

91

have been spilled on this carpet.”

So you design a process whereby you boi
up the carpet in order to extract the beer again. It
is the desperate, futile action of an al coholic
unable to imagine life without the object of his
addiction, and is only viable because oil prices are
hi gh and natural gas prices are cheap.

I n our drunken stupor, no bar roomsong is
sung nore lustily than job creation, job creation.
Wiy do these jobs never seen to materialize in the
guantity that are prom sed? Wy do these jobs never
seemto | ast |longer than the tax breaks and corporate
subsidies that the public sector supplies? And
have no problemincluding Solyndra in this nefarious
nunber .

W mght learn a thing fromnountain top
renoval coal mning. Wen the coal industry wants to
i nvest in new jobs, they nmean for us to issue new
permts and buy themnew drag lines. But a drag |ine
only uses a couple people to operate. Around 1950
there were 150,000 coal mners in West Virginia. And

now there are |l ess than 15,000. They're producing
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relatively the sanme anount of coal

So who's pocketing the profit? Not our
working famlies. And as for clinmate change, what
about jobs for our children and our grandchil dren?
What about jobs for the people of Joplin or the flood
victinms of Irene or the drought and wildfire victins
of West Texas? The pusher doesn't care for the
junki e, but the church does, and so shoul d our
president and the U S. State Departnent. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 25.

MR ROALEY: Geetings to the officials of
the U.S. Departnent of State. M nane is Mtch
Rowl ey, | ama 27-year nenber of Labor's Local 1290,
and Labor's International Union in North America.

As a lifelong construction worker and
taxpayer, | amavid supporter of the XL project to
hel p reduce our dependence on foreign oil. Al so with
the current state of unenploynent in the United
States, the XL project wll create thousands of good
jobs and tax revenue for the continued |ife span of

the people. Hundreds of |aborers, 1290 nenbers,
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actively participated in the construction of the
initial phase of the Keystone pipeline, which brought
mllions of dollars to the |ocal econony.

Let it be known that the Labor's Loca
1290 supports the Keystone XL project and hopes the
Departnent of State will approve the permt. Thank
you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 26.

M5. NORTON: |I'mRita Norton, I'ma
private citizen.

Thank you, Ms. Hobgood, M. Stewart,
citizens, Kansas officials and union representatives.
I'"mespecially happy to see the significant union
representation here.

In the interests of jobs and justice,
little is nore inportant than unions, whether the
jobs fromthis project are building pipelines or
el ectric grids or wind turbines. | hope those jobs
are union.

| "' m concerned about safe drinking water,

safe air, and about the need to reduce carbon | evel s
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in the earth's atnosphere. Al so, | happen to own
property in Montgonery County, Kansas, where there's
sone fracturing for coal bed nethane.

| understand that you have confidence in
the safety of cutting-edge technol ogy that
potentially would be applied to the building of the
Keystone XL pipeline. | shouldn't assune that that
new pipeline will |eak just because other pipelines
have | eaked; |eaks fromthe existing Keystone and
Enbri dge pi pel i nes have been docunent ed.
Nevert hel ess, perhaps new technol ogy can truly
prevent future |eaks fromaffecting rivers and
aqui fers and ground water along the route from
Western Canada and to the @ul f Coast.

My greater concern is the use of the
Al berta tar sands thensel ves as a source of crude
frompetroleum Exploration of that renote, Florida-
si zed region of Canada reveal ed that a m x of crude,
bi t umen and sand could be fractured fromdeep in the
earth and processed into a low grade of oil. But
devel opnent of the tar sands was post poned because of

the econom c cost of recovering it.
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M5. HOBGOOD: Excuse nme. Excuse ne for
interrupting. Can you speak up a little nore? |
don't think everyone in the roomcan hear you. Thank
you.

M5. NORTON:. Devel opnent of the tar sands
was post poned because of the econom c cost of
recovering it.

The cost was considered prohibitive. But
as the price of oil rose, those econom c costs seened
| ess significant. And like the deep water drilling
that al so had once seened too expensive, second and
third | ooks at the potential for this very large tar
sands reservoir of lowgrade oil | ooked better.
Profits finally could offset the cost of exploiting
t he resource.

But the costs are nore than just dollars.
MIllions of gallons of fresh water are required for
the fracturing process. Prom ses are nade to devel op
new net hods for recycling that water, but that which
is recycled is rarely of quality conparable to the
original.

The rel ease of carbon, that fromthe
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fossil fuels that nust be used to recover tar sands
as well as the carbon fromthe huge new supply of |ow
grade tar sands oil will multiply exponentially. By
bui | di ng the Keystone XL pipeline, regardl ess of
whet her or not it |eaks, we lock ourselves in to ever
greater destruction of our hones' atnosphere.

When does the so-called recovery of fossi
fuel s becone prohibitively expensive? Literally? A
bunch of years ago, cal culated by our changi ng sense
of the conveniences that we demand. Literally, a
bunch of years ago before extrene weather events
started to becone the new normal. Continuing to
i ncrease our ecological as well as financial debt to
the earth's atnosphere and to civilization is
fool hardy. Depending on cutting-edge technol ogy to
magi cal |y make things well again is even noreso.

May you conscientiously reject the
Keystone XL pipeline for its dangerous potential for
harm ng the earth, and realize that the decision can
give civilization a better chance to thrive. Thank

you very much.

(Appl ause)
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M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you. And we have
Speaker 27, and if you can speak into the mc, that
woul d be great. Thank you.

M. WGANS: M nane is Terry Wggins,
I"'mfromM | waukee, Wsconsin, and |I' m speaki ng t oday
as a private citizen.

"Mom why didn't you do this before?"
Those were the words of ny daughter a few years ago
when she cane hone from col |l ege and saw ne working to
protect our earth honme. Though I didn't have a good
answer for her at the tine, clearly | had been busy
having a career and raising a child. And nowl'ma
grandnomto her two beautiful children. And | so
want themto grow up in a world that they see healing
fromwhat we've been doing to it.

How coul d we trash our hone and expect
themto live init? Wy wuldn't we want to learn to
live well, w thout burning so nuch fossil fuels? The
idea of building this pipeline truly terrifies ne.
Tapping into the tar sands, anong other evils, would
rel ease the biggest anmount of carbon dioxide to be

found anywhere in the world outside of Saudi Arabia,
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and doi ng that neans our clinmate woul d becone way
nore chaotic than it has already been | ately.

| realize that the tar sands are already
bei ng devel oped by Canada. This action is harm ng
the First Nations people who live there and is
destroying their pristine forest land. Both are
wong. Al | can do today is to ask that the United
States governnent refuse to allow oil conpanies to
build this pipeline.

Not only would such an action sl ow down
exploitation of the tar sands, it would al so | essen
the destruction sure to occur to our |ands and waters
in this country, fromleaks and from habit at
destruction. The environnental inpact statenent is
bi ased toward building the project. | found that
seem ngly factual statenents in it are actually fal se
assunpti ons.

Let ne give two brief exanples: The
first, on page 11 of the Executive Sunmmary, which
states that the demand for Canadi an heavy crude oi
at Qulf Coast refineries would not be affected by

fuel efficiency in the adoption of alternative fuels.
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This in essence is saying that Qulf oil refineries
have excess capacity, and that it is governnent's
role to keep them busy.

This is wong on so nmany levels it is hard
for me to know where to begin. So for now, I'll just
say that | reject the assunption that we need to burn
nore fossil fuels or to keep these particul ar
refineries operating at capacity.

The second exanple is on page 15 of the
Executive Summary. It refers to the Departnent of

Energy's analysis of |ifecycle greenhouse gas

emssions. It states that the oil sands em ssions
will be 17 percent higher than one benchmark and 2
percent higher than another. | reject the notion

that any increase in greenhouse gas emssions is
acceptable. 1In fact, we nust reduce them

| realize that many people who are in
favor of building the pipeline favor it because of
the jobs it would create. | would remnd themthat
these jobs are tenporary jobs. W could put the
noney instead into green jobs, which would be

per manent jobs; all the while inproving Iife for all
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peopl e.

| nst ead of sending jobs overseas, the U S
can and should be a leader. It should |ead the
devel opnent of alternative energy technol ogies, which
will be the future of our energy. It would be in our
interest to pronote | earning how to be nore efficient
with energy and to use |less fossil fuels. Building
this pipeline is not in the interest of our children
and grandchildren, nor in the interest of our planet
or our nation.

Let's be the noral |eader in creating a
healthy world for the next generation. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

PARTI Cl PANT:  28.

M5. HOBGOOD: Yes, and can you state your
name and affiliation

MR BRUNIN. M nane is Janes Brunin, and
I"'mfrom1290. And today the anti-pi peline people
have taken the noral high ground, that we're
pol luting and carbon is a pollutant, carbon dioxide,
but I would like to say carbon di oxide, as the son of

a farnmer, makes your crops grow. So the nore carbon
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di oxi de we have in the atnosphere, the nore poor
people in the world like in India right now, who are
starving, will be able to eat because there will be
nore food.

| would also like to say that everybody
tal ked about China, and we don't want to pollute our
land. This oil, when it goes to China, it doesn't
come through here; it's going to go through British
Colunbia and it's going to go directly to China.

The manufacturing in China is nmuch, nuch
worse than in the United States. The EPA doesn't have
any handl e over there, and the country's literally
drowni ng or being polluted, just like in the Sovi et
Union. They didn't have tinme for ecol ogy; they had
to build socialism Wll, Chinais building their
infrastructure; they don't have tine to be cl ean
about anything. They want to build the country, nake
a |l ot of noney, and be a world | eader.

W need to not only process the soil and
send it to Europe; we sell diesel fuel to Europe
because nost of the Mercedes and Porsches -- or

Mercedes and Audis and BMA in Europe run on diesel.
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The Europeans had a tax ratio where they encouraged

t he use of diesel because it's nore fuel-efficient,;
you get 25 percent to 40 percent nore mles per
gallon with a diesel engine. And people are starting
to buy diesels over here, too. W are starting to
use energy nmuch nore efficiently than we have in the
past .

Manuf acturing in China is polluting the
world. They build several new coal plants every week
and they spew out a |lot of nercury and a | ot of other
stuff; they don't have bag houses on themlike they
have down at Lawrence and up at Jeffrey. And another
t hi ng, when we nmanufacture here, we al so are naking
jobs for the people who live here, the hoi polloi,
you know t he people who work for a |iving.

A lot of environnmentalists, it seens to
nme, are people |like Al Core and Barbara Strei sand.
And Barbara Streisand | ectured peopl e about turning
their air conditioner down, and she had six or seven
honmes and they all were kept at 70 degrees so if she
decided to drop in sonmewhere, it was congenial for

her . Al CGore |l ectures us about our carbon
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footprint. It's awmful big and we're wasting a | ot of
energy, and it turns out that Al Gore has a foot
that's larger than any 25 people in this room He
uses nore energy than all of us or nost of us put
together, and yet he's lecturing us. One of the
reasons he's lecturing, he would make a | ot of noney
on carbon trading.

As a matter of fact in Iceland a few years
ago, he was going to make a speech about carbon
trading, and then the East Anglia University thing
bl ew up, and they found out these scientists had --
obj ective scientists -- you know, whenever we say
"scientists' these people are pure and they don't lie
about anything. Well, it turns out they had been
sendi ng nenos to each ot her about how to suppress
i nformati on about pollution; that it wasn't nearly as
bad, that global warm ng wasn't from humans, they
wanted to get rid of that viewpoint.

The anmount of gl obal warm ng that we have
fromhumans is | think negligible, and it's arguable.
Scientists do not agree that carbon dioxide is a

pol lutant that's causing global warm ng. The
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great est gl obal warm ng gas happens to be water
vapor. Are we going to get all the water vapor out
of the world? Because if we do, we're not going to
have any rain through the Mdwest and the Qgall al a
reservoir is going to be depleted in a hurry.

W have to have a benefit and cost ratio
that is reasonable, that when sonething cost a
fortune, we have to have sone benefit fromit, and
this is being unreasonable with the pipeline. You
know, we can't have it because it's bad, it adds
carbon to the world. This carbon is going to be
added regardless. |If it's added over here when they
refined it down in Port Arthur down in Texas, it's
going to be a lot nore beneficial to the atnosphere
there, which carries it all over the world than if
they refine it in China.

And Cbama has sonething to think about.
He has | aborers who want jobs and then he has eco-
people on the far left who don't want any kind of
pol lution, and they're against jobs. They say "Yes,
we're for jobs, but we're not for the jobs that you

do." Well, these are the jobs that we do, and
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sonebody's going to do it; it's going to be done
somewhere. |If it's done in this country, it wll be
done with a lot less pollution than if it's done in
Chi na.

And finally, sonebody tal ked about a Prius
and a Humrer, and | thought that was pretty
interesting. Again, this brings nme back to: carbon
dioxide is not evil. Carbon dioxide is good. The
nore carbon dioxide in the atnosphere the better
crops wll grow. Historically, scientists know this.
And in times of warnth, for instance when G eenl and
was settled because the earth warnmed up, the polar
bears survived and people had a good tine.

Now we're going to have a good tine, too,
if we pass this.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 29.

MR WAWYZNI CK: Thank you. M nane is
C aus Wawyznick, |I'mwth the Sierra Cub, the
Thomas R Benton G oup, which is Kansas Gty,

M ssouri .

The environnental devastation through the
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mning in Canada woul d affect the people, the
wildlife, and the environnent in imense ways. It
woul d be very detrinental to the environnent up

t here.

Al so the potential scale of the pollution
by the pipeline would be devastati ng because of the
carbon di oxi de em ssions com ng out of the
extraction. The oil contains a lot of CO2 and this
woul d contribute to the existing climate -- the
greenhouse gases.

Al so, there are several national security
issues with the pipeline; it's a single point of
failure all the way across the nation, and al so the
refineries would be inpacted by the hurricanes nore
that are also going to be stronger and stronger over
ti me because of an increased climte change. So it's
alittle bit problematic fromthat perspective.

Al so because of the increased CO2
emssions fromthe oil that's being refined, it would
-- well, overall engage us in increased gl obal
tenperatures; it would also create nore droughts in

the Mdwest, which would al so not be so good for the
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farnmers, because we've had sonme hot -- this was a
really hot summer, and the | ast several years we've
had severe droughts in areas, and we're going to have
to get used to nore droughts in the Mdwest and it's
going to inpact our food source.

W shoul d i nstead of spendi ng our noney
and a |l ot of energy on putting the pipeline in, we
shoul d be | ooking at alternatives which would be not
based on fossil fuels but renewable energy |ike w nd
and sol ar, geothermal -- there are other
alternatives; we don't have to create nore greenhouse
gas em ssions. Thank you very nuch

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 30.

MR, O MARA: (Good afternoon. M nane is
Mke OMira, | reside in St. Louis but I"'malso a
honmeowner and taxpayer from Manhattan, Kansas. |
serve as International Representative of the United
Associ ation representing over 13,000 nenbers in
M ssouri, lowa, Nebraska and Kansas, and one of the
arnms of that is our Pipeliners, which is the strong

arm of our industry.
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| have al so served for the past ten and a
hal f years as an el ected nenber of the St. Louis
County Council, representing over 140,000 county
residents. The geographi c boundaries of ny district
include Cvil War Museum properties, the confluence
of the Mssouri and M ssissippi R vers, Louis and
Cark Exploration Trail, and a uni quely recogni zed
geol ogi cal area which consists of underground streans
and caver ns.

W have al so preserved historical
community of the early Spanish and French settlers
and desi gnated archaeol ogi cal sites, where digs still
take place and nunerous Native Anerican artifacts
have been uncover ed.

| feel it is ny responsibility to
represent the constituents in ny comunity, and al so
to protect the environnent. A major pipeline runs
fromWod River, Illinois underneath the areas
menti oned above, to Lanbert-St. Louis International
Airport with no negative inpact. The TransCanada
Keystone XL project prom ses to create thousands of

good payi ng jobs, financed entirely with private
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funds and addresses the old age dil emma of dependency
on foreign oil

Based on ny personal background and
experience with the inpact of pipelines, | have no
reservations in requesting the State Departnent to
permt the TransCanada Keystone XL pi peline project
to nove forward. Thank you, Madam Chair.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 31.

M5. WDIIK:  Hello, ny nane is Eva Wji Kk,
I"'ma witer and a researcher, and | aman artist,
and | follow Indigenous issues regarding the
envi ronnental inpact and other historical issues.

One of the things | want to say is that we
talk about, it is one pipeline, it is an
i nterconnected thing, it does not exist by itself,
and it's devel opnent of the tar sands, which is a
devel opnent that is the size of Geat Britain, and
puts out enough carbon that equals what we currently
emt now, that is a worldw de problemfor all of us,
because we live in a closed environnmental system so

what affects one affects all of us.
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The peopl e, the indi genous conmunities who
live south of the current tar sands devel opnent,
which is where this oil that will cone through this
pipeline will carry, have already been inpacted by
their oil, their air, their soil, their water being
contam nated. They have high rates of cancer, and
t hese have not been addressed by anyone. No one has
followed it; they' ve been fighting it for years. So
you can find their information on the | ndi genous
Envi ronnent al Net wor k.

Al so you tal k about a carbon inprint; we
are already past the safe imt of 350 points per
mllion, we are up to 390. This is very difficult to
cone down. You cannot breathe oil. You cannot drink
oil. It will get into your food supply, and it is
already there. And as far as the industry itself and
its safety record, | ook at what has happened in
Ecuador and Chevron's refusal to clean up its know ng
| eak contam nation of that environnent. Also to the
Ni ger Delta, and so what has happened in the Qulf of
Mexico with BP where they still adamantly refuse to

address the living needs of the people directly
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i npacted. So the industry itself is held suspect.

And in regard to its job creation, you
need only to ook at its investnent plan that it
sends to the people that it deals with, and that oi
is not for donestic use; that is for export, that is
what they tell thenselves in the industry. This is
avail abl e to everybody in the room

So you want your jobs? Wy not, why are
we not devel opi ng the sol ar panels that are already
bei ng done in China, and in our countries. Wy are
we not devel oping wind, which is clean. The
transition to these sources of energy would create
|l ong termjobs instead of short termjobs, and you
can see that by the people of South Dakota who have
al ready found out that those jobs brought by the
pipeline are only for a particular point of tinme; and
those resources are very limted. Your restaurants,
your hotels and everything el se that cones is only
for a few nonths until these people |ive.

And you want to tal k about the industry
and its qualities? Well, ny brother was hired by

sonme contractor to work on the Keystone pipeline.
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Take note: M brother is totally unqualified, by his
own adm ssion, to work on any elenent of this
pipeline. He's not alone. The rest of the people,
the 30-nman crew, have different el enents of
construction experience. M brother's a snal
farmer.

Do you want to tal k about clinate change?
The inpact. You try being on a small farmthis | ast
July, with 30 days of drought, 100-plus tenperatures,
and do you know what happens? This is not normal for
this area. This is Southern Mssouri which is only
three hours south of here. And that was not good.

Ckay, so we already have, if you | ook
fromthe larger inpact of what is going on globally
to what is happening; if you pay attention you just
observe what is happening at a local |level? You can
|l ook at it fromthe snmall scale to the | arge scal e;
and we do live in a closed system Wat happens in
the tar sands and the devel opnent up there, which
pollutes the air already is sonething that affects
everyone around the gl obe, because that pollution

does not stay in one place; it enters into the
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at nosphere, it enters into your ground water, it
enters into your soil, it enters into the food chain,
and that affects everyone.

So | stand in direct opposition. Thank
you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 32.

MR, GARDCS: Phil Gardos, Kansas Cty. |
represent a small group of guys who get together and
we call ourselves the Men's G oup in Wandotte and
Johnson County. W nostly tal k about persona
affairs, and we get around to | ocal issues and
current affairs.

We had a nunber of concerns about the
pi peline, nost of them have been covered. The
environnental report hasn't been nentioned; one of
the i ssues was nost of the savings, nost of the
national security, getting off oil dependency was
really due to conservation efforts as opposed to the
pipeline; and it did appear to us that the tar sands
oil would end up trans-Pacific rather than in the

U S. system
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Anot her one of our concerns was, given the
fragility and the inportance of the QOgallala Aquifer,
the issue of liability should, God forbid sone
acci dent happen, isn't all that clear to us. W
noticed that Congress in 2005 sonehow el i m nat ed
liability for the conpani es doi ng fracking, exenpted
themfromthe liability concerns of the Cean Air and
Clean Water Act. W certainly wouldn't want to see
this kind of thing continued to the pipeline people.

Shoul d there be an accident, who is
liable? |Is this an unfunded governnment pick up
again, is it an inplied governnent insurance for
then? And then even should the pipeline be
successful in terns of delivering the tar sands to
refineries that would then probably process it for
foreign use, they woul d accel erate the production of
gl obal warm ng agents; and thus we bring up the one
foreign affairs issue that we wanted to nention; and
that is one of the U S.'s continued efforts is to
enforce human rights around the world; and one of
the, if not the nost inportant human right is the

right tolife. And any effort like this that in a
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substantial way accel erates global warmng is
actually going to kill nore people.

So overall, we deemthis project to be a
pro-death project that should be rejected on that
grounds. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 33.

M5. PETTENG LL: M nane is Lynate
Pettengill, I'"'mhere as a concerned citizen and al so
as a fifth generati on Kansan.

| know that we are facing very tough
econom c tinmes and the prospect of jobs associated
with this pipeline is seductive. But we need to keep
in mnd the following: TransCanada has prom sed tens
of thousands of jobs with this project. But the
of ficial nunmber that would actually produce is fewer
than 200 | ocal jobs, while endangering thousands of
agricultural and ranching jobs if there were a spill
near the Qgallala Aquifer.

In 2010 when the first Keystone pipeline
was built, only 100 jobs were created for Kansans. |

know we' ve had nmany uni on nen and wonen here today;
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thi nk of how many quality jobs could be created for
these hard-working individuals if we were to truly
devel op our renewabl e resources here, tapping into
the nation's second | argest wind capacity, which is
found i n Kansas.

Wi | e Governor Brownback earlier today
said we'd be able to use these fossil fuels in

Kansas, they actually won't stop in the state but

will keep flowing dowmn all the way to Texas. Then
alnmost all this oil will be shipped out of the U S.,
we'll still be sending one mllion dollars each

mnute to OPEC. This does not create energy
i ndependence for us, but it does put our QOgallal a
Aqui fer at great risk

Tar sands rel ease 17 percent nore carbon
pol lution than conventional oil. This year the
Keyst one pipeline has spilled 12 times in its first
year of operation. | repeat: It spilled 12 tines
this first year of operation. Even if we build it
right, accidents happen. Wat options woul d Kansas
farmers and ranchers have if there's a spill and the

Qgal l al a Aquifer is fouled? An aquifer which
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provi des approxi mately 30 percent of the nation's
agricultural water and drinking water to 2 mllion
Aneri cans.

| am asking you to show bol d | eadershi p by
denyi ng TransCanada the presidential permt.

Keystone XL is not in our national interest. Thank
you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 34.

MR FAST: Yes, I'mKirk Fast. |'mhere
representing nyself and ny famly, particularly ny 13
and 16 year old sons, and generations yet unborn.

From the confederation of the seven tribes
of the Iroquois Nation prior to the formation of this
country, they did have a guiding principle that went,
that in our every deliberation we nust consider the
ef fects of our decisions upon the next seven
gener ati ons.

Wth that in mnd, thinking our energy
wants greatly exceed our energy needs. Qur addiction
to oil has led us into too many unnecessary conflicts

with other cultures and countries. Now that we have
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gathered nearly all of the easily accessible oil --
all the lowhanging fruit, as it were -- now we
explore for oil where our energy and oil lust far
exceeds our technology for safely extracting the
dimnishing oil that still exists within our planet.

W' ve ruined the seabeds of the Gulf of
Mexi co, and now we're asked to support the
destruction of pristine rain forest and wetlands in
the Pacific Northwest in addition to the pipeline
risks across our own land. And the water supplies
across this proposed route through Kansas.

When i s enough enough? W do need to work
for nore energy conservation on each and every |evel
of our consunption as well as alternative ways of
generating the energy we actually do need. |If we had
spent a fraction of the noney that has gone on with
corrupting other oil-bearing cultures, |ocating
mlitary bases on their lands and fighting wars to
secure their oil, we could have instead invested in
alternative energy productions and conservation, and
we coul d now be probably nuch, much closer if not

fully energy-independent.
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Agai n, when is enough enough? Let's not
support this plan. | respectfully request that we do
not do that, and in accordance with the ngjority of
i ndependent citizens who have been speaki ng here
today. It seens |like the preponderance of supporters
all have a dog in this hunt. Either they're going to
be enpl oyed by it or making noney fromit. It
certainly seens that the preponderance of citizens
that have cone up to speak have all expressed a
simlar desire. And for you good fol ks that have to

sit up here and listen to all of our various

diatribes, | respect your patience and forbearance
and wllingness to entertain our comments. Thank you
very much

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 35.

MR ALMON: CGood afternoon, Madam Chair.
Thank you for this opportunity. M nane is M chael
Alnon, I'mfromLawence, Kansas. |'mrepresenting
nyself, ny ten year old son, and the rest of ny
famly.

In 1998, two notabl e petrol eum geol ogi st s,
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Colin Canpbell and Jean Laherrere wote the book, The
End of Cheap GI. Richard Henberg wote of the sane
phenonenon in 2003. And in 2006, the U S. Departnent
of Energy report: "Peak G, the Tipping Point"

guot ed Canpbell and Laherrere saying, "The world is

not running out of oil; what our society does face
and soon is the end of abundant and cheap oil, on
which all industrial nations depend.

Then in 2007 the U S. Governnent
Accountability O fice reviewed data from many
sources; fromthe U S. Departnent of Energy to the
German Institute of Geosciences, to the International
Energy Agency, the I EA and concl uded: Most studies
estimate that oil extraction will peak sonetine
bet ween now, 2007 and 2040.

Finally, the I EA chief econom st hinself
stated repeatedly in 2010 that 'the era of cheap oi
is over." Al these analysts were referring to
conventional petroleum the light, sweet crude that
is near the surface and flows easily. This type of
crude could be extracted in the early 20th Century at

100 units obtained for each one unit expended. The
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energy return on energy invested, ERCEl.

But with today's declining reserves, that
figure is down to only a 10:1 ERCEI. Therefore
because the abundant and cheap oil is becom ng
rapi dl y exhausted, globally, policynmakers and markets
are turning to the difficult and expensive oil; the
deep water heavy oils, the oil shales, the tertiary
recovery projects and the tar sands bitunen.

As a nation that obtains about 40 percent
of its total energy frompetroleum a greater percent
than any ot her economc power, U S. |eaders feel
conpelled to bite the bullet and risk disaster from
pursui ng deep water and tar sands oils. The beli ef
is that our struggling econony cannot recover if this
life blood is curtail ed.

But in truth and in purely economc ternms,
the U.S. cannot afford to exploit these expensive
oils. The considerable contraction of the U S.
econony is already conpromsing our ability to
service the interest on our national debt.

Prof essor Mchael daire of the University

of Massachusetts points out that oil as a factor of
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U.S. national debt is seldom nentioned. Consider
that the U S inports 50 to 60 percent of our oil
according to the 2011 International Energy Qutl ook of
the Energy Information Adm nistration of the U S
Depart nent of Energy.

Professor Caire notes that we are sendi ng
about one billion dollars every day to foreign oi
providers. | don't think any of us would di sagree on
that fact. These paynents constitute the single
bi ggest contribution to the country's bal ance of
paynents deficit, and so is a ngjor source of the
nation's econom c weakness -- quoting Professor
G aire.

The Keystone XL people will not help to
satisfy the excessive dependence of the U S. econony
on petrol eum because TransCanada's long term
contracts are overwhelmngly for the overseas
markets, not for U S. markets.

And | digress fromny prepared statenent
here to point out that as nmany speakers this
aft ernoon who have pointed out that fact, that this

oil is not going to U.S. markets, it seens that
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speaker after speaker who keep claimng this wll
reduce our dependence on foreign oil would by this
time be enbarrassed to repeat that m sl eadi ng non-
fact.

Continuing: And |likew se, the Keystone XL
pipeline will do little for the U S. debt burden,
either, because it wll be Canada who exports the oi
fromthe duty-free zone of Port Arthur, Texas, wth
no duty paynents going to the United States at all

Though the U .S. will gainlittle fromthe
TransCanada tar sands oil, the U S wll bear the
full risk fromthe Keystone XL pipeline, a risk at
the hundreds of streamcrossings, a risk for the
| andowner s who provide easenents, a risk for the
Qgal l al a Aquifer and a risk of disasters for which
FEMA w || pay, that ultimately will be we taxpayers.

As a U S citizen, | do not want to enter
into this bargain; this is not a bargain at all.
This represents a threat to our energy security and
our econony. Please recognize that the TransCanada
Keystone XL pipeline is not in the U S national

interest and deny the permt application. Thank you
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very much
M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
Speaker No. 36.

You may begi n.

M5. KARL: M nane is Sarah Karl, I'ma
retired teacher. | amtotally against anything
interfering wth the Qgallala. | have heard only a

few people talk about it; it disturbs ne greatly
because Governor Perry in Texas has just signed that
radi oactive material will be buried very close to the
sout hern end of this.

This is deep down, it's our only pure
water in this section. | have been | ooking through
the Internet, | have seen nothing appearing about the
Qgal lala unless in the last two weeks or so. The
environnental i sts are mainly concerned about the tar
sands. | have the feeling that there's maybe two
people in here who have watched the docunentary on
the First Nation people and how t hey have the cancers
increasing, in a town of 1300, 51 cancers? Tar sands
i s not good.

This is the Departnent of State, aren't
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you? Have you watched the Cal gary news where the
people are up and protesting against this dirty oil
bei ng brought through Canada. Have you wat ched the
tar sands website, have you | ooked at it? Has anyone
here | ooked at it, outside of naybe three or four?

This is interfering with the wildlife, it
is totally producing fish that can't be eaten in the
streans up there, for the First Nation people. The
First Nation people are getting ready to protest in
O tawa on Septenber 29th, against this. They are
trying to get the First Nation people together to
protest this, because Canada is basically doing as we
did, and not respecting the treaties that they did
with the First Nation people. And if I, who have
only had a conputer for two and a half nonths have
found this, I went on and | watched -- |'ve gone
through the e-mail, and it bothers ne very nuch.

Isn'"t there anyone in the State Departnent
who can consult, who has the ability to have done the
environnental reports? Wy did the State Depart nent
hire Entrix, who consults for TransCanada, to do the

environnental report? This to ne is amazing. Aren't
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our governnment enpl oyees trai ned enough to nake the
environnental reports? O is this a holdover from
Bush to pull in privacy? Does the State Departnent
truly lack the qualified staff to nake an

envi ronnental report?

Then it bothers ne very much that two of
the ones, the one who is | obbying for TransCanada,
the one who is |obbying for tar sands, had been on
Hllary dinton's electorial staff in 2008? |
ski mred through the e-mails, and it was Paul ElIliot
wanting to introduce a TransCanada enpl oyee to
soneone in the State Departnent. | find this very
di sturbing, and then | heard soneone nention on the
cl eanup. Well, Lynn Jenkins, Ponpeil Youth Canp and
Yoga, every one of our representatives voted for
House Resol ution 1938, to excuse Keystone XL from
provi di ng cl eanup plans, should they spill into the
Qgal | al a.

| can't say that |'m agai nst Keystone, but
| am agai nst Keystone going through our Qgallala. |
am agai nst the environnental groups who have totally

ignored the Ogallala until the last tw weeks,
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because so nuch of our cattle and our crops are grown
onthat. | think it was No. 13 who gave you an
extensive rendition of that. Thank you for your
time, and | ama very enbarrassed citizen of this
country.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

And Speaker No. 37, | want to extend ny
apol ogies. W want to take just a couple mnute
break, perhaps a five mnute break for our wonderfu
transcri ber here, who probably needs to get up and
stretch.

So Kurt Chaffee, in five mnutes we'll
start with you

M5. KARL: Let's give thema round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause)

(Brief recess.)

M5. HOBGOOD: kay, if we can resune the
public neeting, with No. 37. And so that we don't
have a lull between nunbers, if the next person can
come up so that again we can keep an even flow and

not have as nuch tinme between speakers, we'd really
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appreciate it.

Thank you. No. 37.

MR, CHAFFEE: Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony on the Keystone XL
project. M nane is Kurt Chaffee, | live in
Car bondal e, Kansas. | amthe Vice President of the
QOperati ng Engi neers, Local 101.

The Keystone XL project will create
t housands of jobs in the construction at a tine when
the industry really needs the boost. For much of the
| ast two years, the industry has had unenpl oynent
| evel s over 20 percent. That's far and away the
hi ghest unenpl oynent of any sector. This project
will ignite the industry. After three years in the
permtting process, it's beyond tine to nove this
proj ect forward.

Pl ease find the Keystone XL project in the
national interest and approve the presidential permt
right away. Anmerican construction workers need to
get back on the job. Thank you for the neeting and
the opportunity to conmment. | appreciate it.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
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No. 38.

MR, TAYLOR: Thank you for allowing ne to
speak to you today. M nane is R chard Taylor, and |
serve as president of the Kansas State Buil di ng
Trades, and the busi ness nmanager of the Plunbers and
Pipefitters Local 441.

On behal f of all 334,000 nenbers of the
United Association and their famlies, |I'mhere to
share with you our position regarding the Keystone XL
pi pel i ne.

Four of the nost inportant questions
facing our nation today are: How can we create nore
j obs? How can we increase our energy supply while
reduci ng our dependence on oil fromthe Mddl e East?
How can we further ensure our national security, and
how can we do all this and still protect our
envi ronment ?

The TransCanada Keystone XL project can
hel p answer all four of these questions, so perhaps
anot her inportant question should follow How can we
say no to a project that can go a very long way in

answeri ng each of these questions? The reality is we
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can't.

And sonething that's worth pointing out,
pi pelines are the safest and nost environnentally
sound net hods for transporting petrol eum products
that we have. |It's been nentioned quite a bit today
about the 12 spills that have happened. Al 12 of
those spills have happened in the punping stations
above ground. The existing pipeline has been 100
percent spill-free.

There is no denying that we are going to
be dependent on oil for nmany decades, even as we
pur sue our other sources of energy, nost inportantly
renewabl e sources. W are now conpeting directly for
oil as sone of the fastest-grow ng economes in the
worl d; nanely China and India, and we've all had
front row seats for the transformation still going on
in the Mddle East, and none of us can say for
certain how this upheaval will affect our supply of
i nported oil.

Keystone offers an opportunity to secure a
| ong termsupply of oil fromour nearest nei ghbor and

cl osest ally, Canada. It makes sense both froma
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cost perspective as well as a national securities
perspective. Mreover, Canada is going to devel op
this resource. Whether we buy it or not, the oil is
comng out of the ground and if we don't take it,
China and India wll.

We understand that this is a nonmentous
deci sion, we appreciate the concern of those who
worry about the integrity of our environnent, we al so
strongly believe that these fears are m spl aced.
There are conpelling reasons to grant this permt for
this project now, we ask that you do so. Thank you

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 39.

MR, URTON  Thank you. M nane is Bil
Uton, a plunber and pipefitter for 33 years with
Local Union 441 in Kansas. Thank you for allow ng ne
to address this hearing. |'ma proud nenber of the
United Association. | represent 340,000 nenbers and
their famlies, and that anmounts to nore than a
mllion Anerican nmen, wonen and children who are part
of our |arger extended United Association famly.

Their future is what matters to ne. I

131
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know that you are well aware of the State
Departnent's environnental inpact statenent and that
the Departnent's exhaustive investigation of the
Keyst one pi peline XL project proved it will not have
any significant negative inpact on our environment.

| want to talk to you today about what
inmporting this oil from Canada would nean to the
United States, to ny fellow nenbers and their
famlies. In fact, to every single person in this
country. Every mnute of every day as a nation we
spend $1 mllion on oil fromthe Mddl e East and
other not-so-friendly nations. |In fact, our grow ng
dependence on foreign oil represents the | argest
transfer of wealth fromour country to other nations.
It sinply cannot go on.

W now i nport 65 percent of our oil from
ot her nations. Last year we spent $450 billion on
foreign oil. That noney is gone forever. The
Keystone XL pipeline is the best opportunity we've
had for many generations to dramatically and
substantially reduce that dependence. Every nenber

of the United Association supports the devel opnent of
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alternative energy. W understand that this is
necessary to our future, but we also know that we are
many years, perhaps even decades, fromnmaking this a
reality.

In the neantine, we will continue to be
dependent on oil, gas and other fossil fuel sources.
The oil fromour A berta oil sands will cone from our
cl osest neighbor and ally, and it will substantially
i ncrease our refining capacity in Texas, where there
is a skilled work force ready to receive it.

W al so believe that sending this oil to
an Anerican refiner is safer and smarter than
of fshore drilling in the Gulf region. Pipelines have
proven and have an unassail able track record as being
the safest and nost efficient way to transport
petrol eum products. W need this oil.

| want to ask you to consider al so what
Keystone will do for our econony and for the Anerican
people; it wll create tens of thousands of | obs.

Over the course of its lifetime, it will create
hundreds of those of jobs, and we need those jobs.

Keystone has the potential to reinvigorate
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the American manufacturing sector through the
production of pipe and associ ated material and

equi pnent. W will need to nake things here in this
country.

Keystone is the nost scrutinized project
in recent menory. | can think of no other project
that has been reviewed nore thoroughly than this one,
but that's fine wth us because we know that this
project will be safe and environnental ly sound.
That' s how we build our pipelines.

There's no reason to withhold the permt

any longer; we need this pipeline and we need it now.

Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you, .

Speaker No. 40.

MR MLLER [|I'mKirk Mller. | wear a
ot of hats; I'ma father, grandfather, a nenber of

Local 441, Plunbers and Pipefitters, a farner.

Back in the late Seventies we had a one-
term president put a solar panel on the side of the
Wiite House. The next president took it down, and

this has been the scene across the United States. W
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recogni ze there's a problem and then we drop the
bal | .

Back in this tine franme, ny father planted
10,000 wal nut trees on a farm He didn't tal k green,
he acted. W see a |lot of talking green up here, but
these people need to get off their duffs and pl ant
the trees.

|"mwanting to build a passive sol ar house
with a lot of geothermal in it, but | understand that
it's going to take a half mle of HDPE and -- which
is high density and nedi um density pol yet hyl ene pi pe.
To get this pipe, it takes petroleumto nmake it.

In order for nme to create a little -- to
get off the dependency of the oil and the
electricity, we've got to nake -- we need this people
to free us of it down the road. The only way that
these people are going to -- that are tal ki ng about
all the windmlls and everything el se to get away
fromit, they're going to have to invent the right
way that is economcal, feasible to do it.

You can talk about it all you want; but

until it's economcally feasible, it's not going to
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happen.

| notice there's a ot of construction
wor kers here, there's brother Teansters, Laborers,
Qperators and the United Association here. Wy are
t hese people off? W had a powerhouse that was put
off a year, and through that year sone | aws have
changed, and now it cost us two years because we' ve
got all these unenpl oyed peopl e.

It's easy to get unenpl oyed uni on
construction workers here because of the econony. W
need these jobs. W need the oil to create, so we
can get away fromit. W' ve got to use our heads and
build the geothernmals; but we need the plastics and
the materials fromthe oil to do it. So we need the
pipeline to get away fromit. Thank you

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 41.

MR FORAKER |'m Jeff Foraker with Fol ey
Equi prent  Conpany.

Fol ey equipnent is a locally owned and
operated Caterpillar dealership in the State of

Kansas. W currently enploy over 540 peopl e across
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the State. Foley had had business strategy to do
business with the pipeline industry. The south
central, southwestern part of the state is rich with
oil and natural gas.

I n 2008, Fol ey expanded their business
strategy to serve the pipeline industry outside of
the State of Kansas through equi pnment rentals and
mai nt enance of equi pnment, further increasing jobs and
i ncreasi ng taxabl e i ncone.

In a tinme when the econony is in a
difficult business climate, Foley has be able to
mai ntain and grow jobs. The growth that we have had
may not have been sustainable for not this increase
in activity with the expansi on of these pipelines.
The pi peline work proposed will have jobs and
financial inpact on the State of Kansas; and on
behal f of nyself and Fol ey Equi pnent, we support the
proposed Keystone pi peli ne.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 42.

MR, TODD: Good afternoon, ny nane is John

Todd. | live in Wchita, Kansas. | am here as a
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private citizen and as a vol unteer coordinator for
Ameri cans For Prosperity-Kansas. | amhere to
express ny support for the Keystone project.

The Keystone project is not a pipeline
issue. Rather, it is a political issue designed by
environnentalists to stop the use of fossil fuels.
There is an interesting article in this norning' s
Wchita Eagle and 1'd like to quote fromit.

Uni versity of Nebraska hydrol ogi st Jim

Coeke, a retired professor who has studi ed

t he pi peline proposal for years, believes

it's safe. He says the aquifer is

conposed of |ayers of |oose sand,

sandst one, soot and gravel that woul d

i npede the spread of an oil | eak.

CGoeke, who has no formal role in the

project, said he expects pipeline

opponents to nmake an i npassi oned case that

t he aqui fer woul d be endangered, but he

doesn't buy it.

“"I"d be confortable if the pipeline was

defeated on the basis of good, solid
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people | ove and treasure the aquifer, and
they' re concerned the entire aquifer is at
risk. And that just isn't factual."
Anerica' s economc
prosperity depends on energy independence. A people
is the nost econom cal and safest way to transport
crude oil. The Keystone pipeline needs to be built.
Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 43

M5. KCEHN My nane is Shirley Koehn, | am
fromWchita, Kansas and | am here wi th Anmericans For
Prosperity, but I'mactually speaking as a concerned
citizen, a nother, a grandnother, a forner teacher, a
former retail business owner nowretired, and | guess
I"ma citizen-activist.

I'mfamliar with sone of the basic
procedures in extracting oil fromoil sands and gas
fromshale, and that's through ny own research. |'m
al so aware of the many efforts of the EPAto weld

control over American's livelihood. I've al so done
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quite a bit of research into global warmng, which is
now cl i mate change under another nanme, and | have to
certainly agree that CO2 is a plant builder, and this
is one of the things | came up worried about very
early in this whole scenario about gl obal warm ng,
because if you are a farm ng background or you know
anyt hi ng about pl ant biol ogy, you know that the
plants use CX2. So if we erased all the C2, we
woul dn't have any plants. Then where would we be?

And humans are a species on this earth,
and it seens to ne that the EPA is very concerned
about all kinds of little fish and all kinds of
organi sns. Al nost every week | pick up a newspaper
and | see that there's sone new species that has been
di scover ed.

Man was not increasing CO2 when the
di nosaurs left this earth. So | have to question
that we're really damaging this earth in terns of our
at nosphere all that nuch. The issue here with the
pipeline I think is a political issue, not an oi
i ssue or not sonething about -- well, | think it's a

political issue.
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Wiy are we supporting conpanies |ike
Petrobras, in Brazil? W backed a | oan of $175
billion, I think it was, for themto drill offshore;
and yet we can't do this here? But we're enabling
sonebody else to do it? This doesn't seemlogical to
nme.

Back to the global warmng for just a
nmonent. W need to return to real science. They've
admtted already that a | ot of the nodels were not
accurate, the data put in, and several with the U N
and al so with NASA, have admtted that they had
flawed data. We need to return to real science where
concl usions are based on findings instead of starting
out with conclusions and then setting up a nodel to
verify our predeterm ned concl usion

Here in the United States we have oi
sands as they do in Canada, in the Bakken area. And
| have to question why we're not devel opi ng that nore
than we are, and then we'd have our own oil here and
not even have to be inporting as nmuch. There is
enough oil there to |ast for hundreds of years.

| urge you to nove ahead with the Keystone
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pi peline. Thank you for listening and for being
her e.
M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
Speaker No. 44 has submtted her conments

inwiting, and so if we can now go to Speaker No.

45.

MR ELSTER M nane is Toby Elster from
Wchita, Kansas. |'ma petrol eum geol ogi st, have
spent ny lifetinme drilling oil and gas wells and

exploring nostly in Kansas and M dcontinent. A few
places -- ny talk's changed this norning on two
itens, so | may be a little hesitant.

One was on the nmap that was handed out
here; the other was an article that appeared in the
Wchita Eagle early this norning; and |let ne
straighten out a fewthings. |'ve been a geol ogi st
all ny life, and | |earned nore about geol ogy that |
didn't want to know this norning, the issue of tar
sands, they all talk about tar sands. | can take you
down to Sout heast Kansas and show you tar sands.

What's the difference between tar sands

down there and the ones in Canada? Extent. Canada's
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tar sands are so extensive. |'ve seen estimates of
recoverable oil, not the New York Tines's "oil in
pl ace"; recoverable oil, a trillion barrels of oil

In Kansas it's not economcal to mne them and
recover the oil

Sonebody sai d sonet hi ng about using the
pipeline to export oil through Houston's port, the
Texas ports. She should go back and check her facts.
MIllions of barrels of oil are comng in a day
through the Texas ports to fill the refineries.
Nobody's going to build a 1700-mle pipeline to
export oil to Houston when they can go across West
fromthe tar sands five or six hundred mles and find
a port on the Pacific. And by the way, China is
wor ki ng on that.

Now let's get to the aquifer, the Qgallal a
Aguifer. | don't think anybody understands. That is
not surface water or ground water. The surface of
the aquifer, and | didn't realize it extended -- but
| think it covers the third west part of Kansas,
Nebraska, Texas, down into Texas. It's a fresh water

aquifer that's fed off the Rocky Muuntains. Average
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depth in Kansas of the aquifer is three to five
hundred feet.

| do not believe you could get one barrel
of oil or one gallon of oil into that aquifer, from
the surface. O even four feet deep, as this
pipeline is going to be. That oil wll be --
capillary action will spread that out there, and you
could not put that nmuch oil into the ground before
they would turn off any kind of |eak you had in that
pipeline. Capillary action takes everything out of
there; we get oil in the drilling pits every now and
then; you can't find it 10, 15 feet fromit; we put
sonetimes a barrel or two or three, and a barrel is
42 gallons of oil.

That is just mal arky about the aquifer
bei ng polluted by the pipeline, regardl ess of whether
it leaks or not. By the way, anything the State
Departnent would |i ke to know about the aquifer, all
I think you have to do is call the United States
Ceol ogi cal departnent, and they' Il tell you anything
you want to know.

Now Kansas has at least a mllion mles of
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pipeline in the State, that runs from probably a half
inch in diameter to four feet in dianmeter. And if |
ever got one, | have had dozens of little notices
from conpani es that says, "Before you dig, call."
And | believe everybody around here knows what they
mean about that. So it's guarded by the way they fly
pipelines to | ook for |eaks.

Now the talk | was going to give you
about, which as John nentioned was, this is not a
pipeline issue; this is a political issue. It's
political fromtop to bottom It is a politica
I ssue because our admnistration wants to kill fossi
fuel, they want to do away with it. Fossil fuel is
coal, crude oil, and natural gas the main parts. It
is 90 percent of our energy, and all they're going to
have to replace it with is alternate fuels.

Alternate fuels right now is a bankrupt
i ndustry that cannot provide five percent of the
energy for the United States. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 46.
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M5. ESTES. Thank you very nmuch. M nane
Is Susan Estes, and ny affiliations today are those
of wife, nother and activist. And I'Il start with
wife. This Novenber it wll be 20 years. And anobng
our age group, that's a big deal. | know there are
ot her people here who would tell ne that's not nuch
because they're on 40 and 50.

Anyway, recently ny husband was bl essed to
be elected the State Treasurer of Kansas and he is
t he one who worries about the revenue issue that we
have going on, and this is a comobn topic of
di scussion at our house. It would surprise many
peopl e to know, when we tal k about how badly we need
this revenue, and we need every single job that we
can get; one job nakes a big world of difference. W
need this, because in July of 2010, the State of
Kansas ended their fiscal year with a little over
$800 in their bank account. Not $800 mllion, not
$800, 000, not even $8, 000, but $800.

Sol'djust like to reinforce that every
single job that we get out of this nakes a difference

to sonebody's famly. Secondly, 1'd like to talk
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about the famly issue. | cane here today with ny
three children. You're going to neet one of them
next because he's the next speaker. And ny husband
and | nmet in different states, but we spend a | ot of
ti me thinking about where did we want to |live and
what was inportant to us?

And ny husband is a native Kansan; he was
| ucky enough to be born here; | was smart enough to

nmove here. And we made this choi ce because we val ue

the rural life that we have here. W do live in
Wchita, but on the weekends -- not every weekend,
but nost weekends -- we go to the famly farm M

husband is a fifth generati on Kansan, the farm has
been in the famly for over 100 year, and | |ove that
nmy kids get to experience that, and learn a real
worth ethic.

But at the sane tine we're here, we're
realizing that every year, nore and nore famlies are
concer ned about your children | eaving. And we want
to do everything that we can to keep Kansas a vi brant
econony and keep our famlies here. Sone day |'d

like to be a grandnot her and be able to be the ol der
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generation working on the farmw th the kids.

So thirdly, I'd like to speak about being
an activist. | amvocal; | got out there -- so nost
of ny friends and people that | activate with know
that 1"'mhere. So the first thing I'd like you to
knowis | don't have a dog in the hunt; nmany of the
peopl e who just spoke to you also don't have a dog in
the hunt, but we're here because we think this is
inmportant. But not all of us could be here. | think
| have about 50 e-mails from people who said they
coul d not be here today, but they really support the
Keyst one pi peli ne.

Sonme of them sent testinony with ne, so
I"mgoing to turn that in. Qhers said "Let them
know |"mw th you" and one of the testinonies I
t hought was so outstanding that ny son is going to,
that's going to be his testinony. Thank you very
much for your tine.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 47.

MR ESTES. Hello, ny nane is Brent Estes,

and | ' ma resident. I'"'mhere to read a letter from
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The U. S. econony needs a boost. W need
to grow Anerican jobs. The Keystone
pipeline is a critical project that woul d
significantly create billions of dollars
in economc activity in the Kansas and the
U.S. heartland. | am hopeful that this
will be very hel pful to Kansas conpani es
that are trying to expand in these
chal I engi ng economc tines. | believe
that this project will provide the
foundation to create thousands of high-
payi ng, permanent jobs as well as
construction industry jobs.

Wiile this project is being constructed at
the tine when so many energy produci ng
countries in the Mddle East regularly
express their hatred for the United
States, a project that wll strengthen the

U.S. energy capabilities should be on the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

150

econom ¢ back track instead of being

hanpered by red tape.

W need economc growh. This project

woul d be an inportant step forward as wel |l

as strengt hening our economc ties wth

our inportant nei ghbor to the north,

Canada.

| urge you to approve the Keystone people

project as soon as possible.

Sincerely, Karl Peterjohn.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 48.

MR VENN. [|'mlLarry Venn, |I'man Anmerican
citizen, here just wth ny questions.

| amin support of this Keystone pipeline
project, not only as a Kansan but as an Anerican, at
this point intinme. The job econony today is really
bad, and if we were to go up and devel op the
pipefitters and all this, not only would it be going
up there and give thema job, but all the little
towns |ike our map, here it goes through Nebraska and

Sout h Dakota -- each one of those little towns, they
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would go in there and spend their noney, and it would
be like a band-aid to keep those little towns just
keep going. Wile the econony is down, it will just
keep them going. Just until things turn around a
little better, as we go through it.

| live in Derby, which is dowmn by Wchita,
and |1've watched this Keystone XL pipeline project
progress fromjust over by Udall up through Augusta.
And they are the nost safety-oriented people |I've
ever seen. | work in aircraft, so | kind of have an
i dea about it. So you'll watch these guys, and
they' re just neticul ous about everything.

| saw the |and before they cane, | saw
themwork on it, and | saw them|eave. And trust ne,
the land is pristine when they left. You can't even
tell they was there after it was over wth.

So | |eave you today with the hope that
you wi Il go ahead and accept the contract and | et
them go ahead with this Keystone pipeline.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 49.

MR. VALYER Good afternoon. M nane is
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Tom Val yer, and | am an active nenber of Laborers
Local No. 1290. | have personally been involved in
the pipeline industry for the past five years, and
the last two years enpl oyed as a | abor steward by
various contractors in the conpletion of the Keystone
pi pel i ne phase 2.

The construction of this pipeline has been
beneficial to many famly nenbers and ot her Kansans.
| stand here today in support of the Keystone
project. Let's keep Anericans worKking.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 50.

M5. LOYD: Good afternoon. |'m Peggy
Ricketts, Vice President, Custoner Care at Westar
Ener gy.

On behal f of Westar Energy, |I'mhere to
voi ce our support of TransCanada' s Keystone XL
pi peline project in Kansas. W believe this project
wi Il provide a valuable economc stinulus for this
region, providing construction-related jobs as well
as incone for local taxing entities where the

pi peline is | ocated.
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It al so appears that increased oi
shi pments from Canada will hel p reduce our reliance
on oil supplies fromless stable countries.
TransCanada will be one of our |argest custoners in
terns of energy consunption, after all construction
is conplete and the planned punp stations are up and
runni ng.

W have devel oped a good wor ki ng
relationship with TransCanada. Buil ding
rel ationships with our custoners is inportant to us,
and we strive to be a partner in hel ping them achieve
their goal. |In sonme cases, our goals are very
simlar. Safety is one of Wstar's core val ues, and
safety is also key to TransCanada' s operati ons.

For exanple, they requested that we raise
our electric Iines in many | ocations where they cross
the pipeline right-of-way. This provided a safe work
environnent for pipeline installers. They have al so
been a good environnmental partner, showing a strong
interest in doing things right along the pipeline
route and near Westar's substation facilities.

Westar is one of many energy conpanies
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suppl ying power to the Keystone punp stations.
Currently we have four TransCanada punp stations
wor ki ng here in Kansas on our electric grid.

Achi eving this goal required extensive coordination
by both Westar and TransCanada in regards to
construction and | ogi stics.

W expect additional punp stations to be
up and running within 18 nonths. W wel cone
TransCanada as a new corporate nei ghbor, and we | ook
forward to continuing our work with them Thank you
for the opportunity to voice our support for this
proj ect.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 51.

MR EAGAN |'m Cerald Eagan of the Local
Uni on 314 of the United Association of Plunbers,
Pipefitters and Sprinkler Fitters.

| support the conpletion of the Keystone
XL pipeline. The nmgjority of our nenbers are
out doors nen and wonen, and they have an abi di ng
respect for our environnment; but many of them are now

struggling to support their famlies.
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|"ve heard that the jobs created are going
to be tenporary jobs; but all construction jobs are
tenporary. |1've also heard peopl e address the export
issue. In a report published in June, Venezuel a and
Mexi co were reducing the anount of oil that they are
sending to the United States. The anmount of oil we
get fromthe oil sands in no way woul d conpensate us
for the anmount of oil not being sent by those two
nations.

| support the Keystone pipeline, and thank
you for your tine.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 52.

SI STER BANGERT: |'m Sister Therese
Bangert, a Sister of Charity at Leavenworth, and the
Soci al Justice Coordinator for those sisters. Like
the man who cane and said he's learned a | ot today, |
amwith him |, too, have learned a lot. But it
does not change ny mnd on the overall attitude about
t he pi peline.

As Sisters of Charity at Leavenworth,

we' ve had a significant presence in Kansas and
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environnment of both of these states stand to be
i npacted by the construction of this pipeline.

As Sisters of Charity, we want to join our
voices wth the letter that went to Secretary Cinton
back in June of 2011; and it was from faith-based
organi zati ons who are concerned for people, including
the many, nmany people who suffer in this recession
and the environnent.

| will submt a copy of ny testinony and
this letter.

| woul d point out that three things have
happened since this June letter. At the Wite House,
over 1200 people were arrested for civil disobedi ence
in protest of this pipeline, including Nebraska and
Kansas ranchers. |In July, an Exxon-Mobil e pipeline
spilled nore than 40,000 gallons of oil into the
Yel | owstone River in Mntana, and environnenta
di saster that is still being cleaned up.

And Nebr aska's governor, Dave Hei nenman,
who grew up in the sane cormunity | did, has asked

for protection of the Ogallala Aquifer, and this
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pi peline not be built there.

To those who say they agree that we need
to | essen our dependence on fossil fuel, | would
share that as | drove here today on the Kansas
Turnpi ke, the news tells us that the mnority party
inthe US. Senate is holding up the budget bill that
will pay for the federal governnent -- and your
salaries, | presune -- after October 1st. The
sticking point is the noney that woul d study ways to
i nprove technology to get better gas mleage in our
vehi cl es.

So for us, there still is not the will or
there still is great resistance to |l essening, it
seens to nme, dependence on fossil fuels.

| would also ask this admnistration to
pay attention to a Gallup poll this nonth, where
peopl e who expressed a very negative or somewhat
negative view of the oil industry was 64 percent, in
this country.

In closing, | quote the letter fromthe
people of faith: As a people of faith, we are in awe

of earth's goodness and its ability to provide life
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for all of CGod's creation. As such, we need to
ensure that proper steps are taken to secure this
ability for future generations to cone. As a people,
soci ety and governnent, we need to respect the
intrinsic value of creation, and thus the environnent
as well. W urge you not to permt TransCanada the
opportunity to build the Keystone XL pipeline.

Thank you for |istening, and peace be with

you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 53.

M5. CARM CHAEL: Hello. M nane is Janet
Carm chael, and I live in Shawnee, Kansas. |'ma

retired school teacher and I'm here as a concerned
citizen.

| urge the United States State Departnent
to refuse to permt the Keystone XL tar sands
pi peline. Leaks fromthis pipeline would pollute
fresh water supplies in Anerican's agricultura
heartland. It is estimated that a pipeline failure
could spill 7.9 mllion tar sands crude into our

under ground aquifer. The underground aquifer spans
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water for two mllion people and farners.

Canadi an tar sands oil is especially
toxi c, dangerous and difficult to transport in
pi pelines. The Keystone XL pipeline will threaten
the Nebraska Sand Hills, the underground aquifer, our
nation's | argest underground water source, and nany

maj or rivers, ranchland and habitat across the route.

The United States has enough oil pipeline
capacity without the proposed Keystone XL pipeline.
There is already a whole systemof pipelines from
Al berta to the United States, with the recent
approvals for two nmajor dedicated raw tar sands oi
pipelines to the M dwest.

And | woul d ask the gentleman before ne
who spoke, that can certify that the I and i n Kansas
is pristine before and after the pipeline, | wsh
that he could certify that the land is pristine in
Al berta before and after that work.

So | hear ny union brothers and sisters

out there, and | did too |learn that nost of the oi
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other places; and | just wonder if there's any way ny
uni on brothers and sisters could find infrastructure
jobs in the United States that would benefit us.

So | urge the State Departnent to deny a
Presidential Permt to the Keystone XL tar sands
pipeline. W need to protect our clean air and our
clean water in Kansas. This pipeline does not serve
our national interest. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

| think we will have tinme for two nore
speakers; speaker No. 54 and speaker No. 55, then we
w Il break for 30 mnutes, from3;30 to 4. Then we
will resume with Speaker No. 57 at 4 o' cl ock.

M5. KIRKPATRICK: Hello, nmy nane is Judy
Kirkpatrick. 1've been a resident of Kansas all of
nmy life. 1've been interested in environnental
i ssues since the early Sixties, and | cone before you
today to ask that we reject this proposal. | do not
support the proposed pipeline because this pipeline
is detrinmental to farmland, it's also detrinental to

the Qgallala water Aquifer, our rivers and streans,
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and our air quality.
W also reject it because of toxins that

can never be corrected with the | and and the water

that coul d never be cleaned up again after a spill or
a leak. Qur wildlife and environnment will suffer.
It will not add to jobs in Kansas because at the

Kansas portion is already built, and nost of us ever
knew it was even being built.

Even though we're active in environnental
i ssues, so many of us never knew that it was being
built.

Going forward with this tar sands dirty
oil project will slow our progress for the
devel opnent of truly cl ean, sustainable energy which
wi | | have ongoi ng permanent jobs. W need w nd,
sol ar, bionass.

Because the oil that is refined is
destined to be exported to other countries, it wll
do nothing to alleviate our dependence on foreign
oil. As a grandnother and a nother of dear ones who
have problens wth asthnma and ot her autoi mmune

di seases, we don't need any nore toxins in the air or
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And | thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Let's hear from speaker No. 55.

| s speaker No. 55 in the roon?

(No response.)

Speaker No. 56.

(No response.)

Speaker No. 57.

Can you state your nanme and affiliation.

MR CALLOMY: Yes, ma'am M nane is
Bill Calloway. I'mDrector of Uilities for the
Cay Center, Kansas Public Wility Conmmssion. [|'m
al so past president of Kansas Municipal Uilities,
I ncorporated; that's 175 nenber unit of nunicipa
utilities in the State of Kansas. |'m al so past
presi dent of the Kansas Power Pool. The Kansas Power
Pool consists of 44 nenbers of electric utilities in
the State of Kansas.

| got involved in TransCanada about three
and a half years ago, attending one of your public

neetings, and | found that there was a potential to
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have one of these punp stations |ocated inside ny
service territory. The Cty of Cay Center, day
Center Public Uility Conm ssion provides all the
electricity and the water for Cay Center and the
electricity for a 200-mle service territory outside
the city.

In that three and a half years we have
strongly negotiated with TransCanada, very
professional. | have been with the Cay Center
Public Wility Conm ssion 36 years. | have never
negotiated wi th such inpeccabl e professional people.

Through that negotiation, TransCanada
el ected to nove Punp Station No. 27 into our service
territory. That is a huge thing for ny smal
utility. To give you an exanple, ny utility's peak
| oad is about 16 nmegawatts in the mddle of the
sumertinme. TransCanada Punp Station No. 27 wll
pul | 28 negawatts, 24 hours a day, every day of the
year. In turn, that will quadruple ny electric sales
for ny utility.

As you heard ne speak, |I'ma nenber of the

Kansas Power Pool, we do not buy energy from Westar;
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we buy all of our services through the Kansas Power
Pool. Adding this 28 negawatts to that power poo
wi Il have everlasting effects to reduce the purchased
cost of energy for 44 nenbers. It is huge, it is
everlasting, the rewards of having that punp station
and bui | di ng the XL extension.

On top of that, | started -- they did the
Cushi ng Extension a year ago. W were very, very in
tune with themwhen they cane in to do the extension
Their contractors cane and talked to us; it was
prof essional. They cane to our conmunity, the
pi peliners thenselves, their famlies cane to the
community; their w ves joined organi zations. d ay
Center Public Uility Conm ssion has a 20-acre park
and zoo -- we've got nonkeys, we've got bears -- it's
no tax noney into that. | had a |lady walk into ny
office, said "M. Calloway, we want do a project in
your zoo." And | said "Well, that's nice."

They brought 18 wi ves, of the pipeliners
into our park. They scraped and they painted the
pl aygrounds, all the poles and everything. Very

communi ty-oriented, very professional. | can't speak
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hi ghly enough about them Wen they left d ay
Center, Kansas, TransCanada wote us a check for

pl ayground equi pnent of $10,000. They did what they
said they were going to do, they were very

prof essional about it. | defy you to go through O ay
County, in Cay Center, Kansas and find where they
even put that pipeline today. |If you don't see the
mar kers and you don't see the valves, you'll struggle
to find that pipeline.

| personally flewover it in a small plane
com ng honme about two nonths ago, and | coul d not
even find where the pipeline was.

Common sense needs to prevail. This is
huge, it's huge for our econony, and it's not just ny
utility; it's spread fromone end of this state to
the other. And | think we need to allow this
pi peline, and | appreciate your tine. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

W will now have a 30 m nute break. W
Wi ll resunme at 4 o'clock with No. 58. Hopefully you

can stretch, maybe get a snack, and you can stay in
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the roomif you so desire. Thank you.

(30-m nute recess.)

M5. HOBGOCD: W will now resune the
public neeting with Speaker No. 58.

MR THATCHER: Hello, ny nane is Jim
Thatcher. |1'mthe Mayor of Cay Center, Kansas.

I"d like to give everybody just a little
bit different perspective of what they m ght have
heard t hroughout the day. | can't speak gl obally of
how this will affect our earth or our environnent,
but I can't explain to you what it did to the Gty of
JimThatcher. |'mthe Mayor of O ay Center, Kansas
and the County of Cay County financially and
econom cal |l y.

It inpacted our city in nore ways than |
can even tell you. The Price Gegory, TransCanada
canme through our city -- it's four mles east of our
city. They were inpeccable. Professional all the
way; they hel ped our conmunity in a lot of different
ways that, by donating tinme and material and |abor to
fix up our parks, to donating noney for community

projects; they just went above and beyond the call of
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what they really had to do. Professional-
prof essional. They were very professional.

To give you just a snmall, just alittle
bit of an idea of what they do for the Gty of day
Center is, there's going to be a punp station right
beside the Gty of ay Center is, there's going to
be a punp station right beside the Gty of d ay
Center; they will be our electrical custoner. And
with that, the Gty of day Center obviously will put
a four percentage on all the energy that they use.
That coul d possibly bring the Gty of day Center
$25,000 to $30,000 a nonth in revenue to our city.
That's enornous for a city of our size.

| f you guys | ook up that pipeline, you'd
see there's a lot of cities that are our size.
Cenerally cities of our size don't get that little
nugget like that, so think of all the rest of the
ones this will inpact. And also within this -- al
this tal king and what not, they were expl aining or
tal ki ng about how it affects our agricultural and our
farmers throughout our country. W are right, smack

dab in the mddle of agricultural Anerica. Farners,
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conpl ai nt about the pipeline, not one.

| don't know what else to say; ny public
utilities superintendent kind of went through it a
| ot better than | did just a mnute ago, but I'd just
like to thank you all for your tine; and
economcally, for little tows |ike us across the
nation, this is a big deal for us. So keep that in
m nd, please. Thank you

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 59.

UNIDENTIFIED: [I'msinply reading this on
behal f of Judy Wi ght.

Good afternoon, |adies and gentl enen.
Thank you for the opportunity to express ny thoughts
on the Keystone XL pipeline. | do so as a commtted
citizen, a taxpayer, a nother and a grandnother, and
| amhere to urge you not to approve the pipeline.

These are the reasons: 1) continuing our
country's current dependence on fossil fuel is Iike
staying on a road that you know cones to a dead end.

However long it goes until it stops, we all know that
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it's going to stop. This does nothing to prepare us
for a future without oil. The only way to try to
preserve the American way of life is to invest
resources to develop alternative energy sources. The
pi peline would divert its resources fromthis
endeavor.

2) According to a State Departnent study,
the pipeline would only create about 7,000 jobs, not
the 20,000 cl ai ned by TransCanada, which is based on
an 100-year projection. The Cornell d obal Labor
Institute calculates that it may result in a net |oss
of | obs.

3) Corrosivity and abrasiveness are
unavoi dabl e i ssues, and the U S. regulations for
pi pelines are not designed to deal with tar sands
materials. The smaller, existing Keystone pipeline
has had 14 leaks in its first year of operation and
does not traverse features nearly so crucial to
Canada's way of life as the Qgallala Aquifer is to
ours. This aquifer spans eight states, providing
drinking water for 2 mllion people, and supports $20

billion annually in agriculture.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

A pi peline accident here could spill up to
7.9 mllion gallons of toxic crude oil into the
aquifer, contamnating up to 4.9 billion gallons of

water, and a plunme 15 mles long, according to a
report released this summer by the University of
Nebr aska professor and environnental engi neer John
Stansbury. This woul d destroy food crops, farners
way of life, and the livelihood structure of a huge
section of our country.

Yes, TransCanada theoretically has
sufficient capitalization to fund corrective
nmeasures, about 72 percent of that of BP, if | have
read the financials correctly, such as those paid for
by BP in the Gulf. But that may not even be
possible. Aquifer water is not a renewabl e resource,
unl i ke sea water. There is probably no way that
TransCanada coul d correct or conpensate for a | eak
into the aquifer

In sum let's not be dunb and
shortsighted. Please think smart, act smart and vote
agai nst the Keystone XL pipeline and focus our

country's resource on nore prom sing energy options
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for the sake of your current and future constituents
and for the sake of our country.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 60.

MR ACKERVAN. My nane is Myron Ackerman

Wchita, Kansas. |'mhere as a citizen and
i ndependent speaker. | do have to, by way of
clarification, I amcurrently enployed by a natural

gas conpany. M enploynent is to termnate, ny
current position, through technology. | am operator
gualified for all operations, gas operations; so | am
famliar wth the natural gas pipeline, the
construction, all phases of actual pipeline
operati on.

The U. S. has the nost highly regul at ed,
highly skilled, highly tested pipeline system Al
t he peopl e who have spoken agai nst this proposal
receive their natural gas through a pipeline. It is
heavily regulated, it is nonitored for corrosion.
There is an infinite nunber of safeguards that wl|
protect this. W talk about a massive spill. If a

line detects a |oss of pressure, it will imediately
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be shut down. There will not be a major |oss.

This is not a highly liquid substance. |If
it escapes the pipe, it can be renedi ated by being
noved and di sposed of. [It's not going to sink to the
depth of the aquifer.

Wth that aside, speaking as a citizen of
the U S., Canada has been an ally of the U S for
over a century. They will, as a free market nation,
devel op their resources. They will sell the
resources of the type, tar sands. They can sell them
to the U S, which they are willing to do and
apparently prepared to do, or they can sell them
they can pipe it out to the West Coast and ship it to
Chi na or other nmarkets.

W as the U S conpete in a gl obal narket
for energy. W have an ally of over a century who
was Wlling to ship product to us. Yes, if it does

reach Port Arthur and it is shipped overseas, it wll

be refined on a U S. payroll, it wll be inspected by
a US payroll. Everything about this programis a
massi ve econom c benefit to the U S It is mninal

but it is a mnor safety aspect; if it can |eak, they
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do. But I'msure this has been thoroughly studied by
the Environnmental I|npact Statenent.

You know t he science, you know t he market
that this is neeting. W have the best workers, the
best regul ati on and the best processing opportunity,
the cl eanest opportunity to effectively use this
resource. It will be used. There is no nation
better than the U S. and Canada to actively exploit,
or if you want to, just use and devel op this product.

Cowl ey County people, it anuses ne; they
have gathering pipeline all over that county. They

| eak. They're old lines, they are held to a high

standard but they still devel op | eaks. Under current
pi peline regulation we are -- the conpany | am
enployed by -- is required to notify within 15

m nutes of a | eak begi nni ng.

Qur conpany was fined because we reported
a leak, a mnor leak into a small streamthat we
renmedi ated; but we reported it wthin 15 m nutes of
knowi ng that it existed. However, the regul ators
determned that it had been flowi ng for 45 m nutes.

Therefore, the conpany was fi ned.
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The systemthat we have for regulating and
remedi ati ng any possible effect is so nassively
i npressive that to think of this as a hazard is
ridiculous. W have a safe system we have a highly
regul ated systembuilt by highly trained and highly
skilled people. This is a nassive econom c
opportunity for the U S. and if we don't take
advantage of it, soneone else will.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 61.

(No response.)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 62.

MR TUNNELL: Thank you. M nane is Bruce
Tunnel |, Executive Vice President, Kansas Gty AFL-
CIO Thanks for letting nme speak here today.

The Kansas AFL-Cl O represents over 95, 000
workers in the State of Kansas, and on behal f of
those workers, I'd like to go on the record for
continued installation and operation of the Keystone
pipeline and the jobs it will bring to Kansas.

This project is in our national interest
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as well as the interest of the State of Kansas. It
will inprove Arerica's security by providing a stable
energy supply with a friendly, reliable neighbor
bei ng Canada.

The pipeline wll be constructed and
operated using industry best practices, and wll neet
or exceed all existing regulatory standards. For
those and nany ot her reasons, the Kansas AFL-C O
supports this project. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 63.

MR TURNER |'m Jim Turner from
Kirtsville, Mssouri. | amMssouri's Sierra Cub's
del egate to the Council of O ub Leaders, which
consi sts of delegates fromeach of the 63 chapters of
the Sierra dub through the United States.

| oppose the tar sands XL pipeline. |
have heard many sound pieces of information provided
by the Kansas Interfaith Power & Light Council, and
from ot her speakers about our concerns based in
sci ence about the devel opnent of the tar sands.

| f the Nebraska Governor is concerned
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about having the pipeline go around the Ogall al a
Agquifer, then | will continue to be concerned. Oten
these pipelines, if there's not rigorous enforcenent
of how wel |l pipelines are established, there
certainly have been links up in Alaska, and it's
especially bad in the pol ar area.

My bi ggest concern, though, is gl obal
warmng and climate instability; because even the tar
sands uses gas, and that puts a |l ot of carbon into
t he at nosphere. Now | 've heard statenents tw ce
here today that seemto indicate that nore and nore
carbon is better and better for agriculture and
raising plants. Well, | think that kind of statenent
nmust be based on an ei ghth grade science textbook out
of the 1950s. Because it's well known nowadays t hat
as the atnosphere heats -- and carbon di oxi de and
net hane heat the atnosphere; and as the atnosphere
heats, it wll hold nore water vapor. Wth nore
wat er vapor, we have nore severe storns. W have
hurri canes reaching up into Vernont and w pi ng out
hi ghways and danagi ng the streans, and we have

droughts, nore severe droughts, droughts which caused
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severe forest fires. Down in Texas, for exanple, we
have prol onged heat which has disrupted the food
rai sing here in the Mdwest.

Now as four our energy needs. 1In the
first place, with nore efficiency neasures being
adopt ed which can provide a | ot of good jobs, we can
have | ess -- our energy needs are not going to grow
as nmuch as is often alleged. W could devel op sol ar
energy a lot better; we could get it scaled up a |ot
nore of we woul d have energy policies |ike Germany
does, with buy-in tariffs which would notivate
consuners to put solar, photovoltaic panels on their
houses so that they can get sone revenue out of it
instead of all the noney going to sone investors in
coal conpanies and oil conpanies.

G 1 should not be subsidized by our
government as nuch as it does, because it is given an
unfair and inappropriate advantage to fossil fuels.
Fossil fuels which put many costs onto our nation in
terns of poor health, health problens, and in terns
of stresses on our ecosystens, ecosystens which, if

they are healthy they provide many benefits to human
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society, such as good food out of the ocean and well -
purified water and air.

I f we could provide a better conparative
status for solar energy, as conpared to subsidi zed
oil energy, we would have a better novenent toward
renewabl e energy. And energy efficiency and
renewabl e energies will bring nmany jobs that wll
stay in the United States and be conti nuous.

| concur with those who say that this
pipeline is |like an addict |ooking around for a
dirtier source of the next polluting substance.
Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 64.

Can you state your nanme and affiliation.

M5. MLAZZO M nane is Rachel Ml azzo,
|"man attorney at S&R Dutton.

I'd like to start off, and to set the
record straight, a |ot of people have cone up here
today and they have nmade the assertion that the oi

that's going through the Keystone pipeline is not
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going to be used in the United States, and that it's
goi ng to be shipped overseas and shi pped to China and
so on and so forth. That is not in fact correct.

The Keystone pipeline project anticipates
that the majority of the oil that is going to be
shi pped through the pipeline is going to be used in
the United States. So that's an inportant fact that
| wanted to point out, first and forenost.

Not only woul d the Keystone pipeline be
beneficial to the United States econony, it would
al so be beneficial to national security. Even with
all the new technol ogies, the alternative fue
sources and conservation efforts, the United States
is still going to have significant energy for the
foreseeable future. The U S currently is very
dependent on inported sources of energy, and they're
at the nercy of the fact that they're inporting that
ener gy.

The Keystone pipeline project wll provide
the United States with an energy source that is not
subject to geopolitical tensions, and it is not going

to have to face possible volatile internationa
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relations. And it's very inportant to have a
consistent, reliable and stable source of energy
which will be able to give us the national security
t hat we need.

In addition, |ocal econony will benefit
fromthe project because of the fact that there wll
be significant property taxes that wll be generated.
For years and years to cone, it is estimated that
over the lifespan of the pipeline, an estimted $5.2
billion in property taxes will be generated, in
addition to the point that many peopl e have brought
up here today. Thousands and t housands of jobs over
not just the next two years but also for years to
cone, for the next 20 to 25 years if not nore.

| have been affiliated with and known
i ndi vidual s that worked for Keystone pipeline since
2007. | know themto be dedicated, conpassionate
people full of respect and integrity; and that is how
I know the conpany operates. | know that from
personal experience; | get that over a several year
period of tine.

| support the Keystone pipeline project,
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and | wish that the rest of the people here today
woul d do the sane. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 65.

MR, TURVEY: Good afternoon. M nane is
Paul Turvey; |I'll be speaking in support of the
project on behalf of SNR Denton.

Thank you in advance for your tine
listening to all this this afternoon; certainly
appreciate it. | think there's no doubt that the
United States right nowis one of the worst economc
slunmps it's ever encountered. The federal governnent
spent a trenendous anount of noney and ai nmed t hat
noney at stinulating recovery and grow h

| think it should be noted that this XL
proj ect does not require one dollar of federa
stimulus noney. It will produce thousands and
t housands of jobs over the next year and for years to
conme, |leaving that noney to handl e ot her projects.

Anot her point relative to our discussion
is the national security of the United States and its

reliance on the international energy market. R ght
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now the United States is reliant on nunmerous OPEC
nations for its oil supply. This alliance neans that

those nations can determ ne how nuch oil we're privy

to; they can determ ne when that oil is avail able,
and nost inportantly how much the oil is going to
cost.

By creating additional oil supply, | think
we mtigate those risks, and we provide stability
while building a relationship with Canada. |
under st and anot her chief concern with this project is
the environnmental safety and potential inpact of the
pi peline, and rightly so.

| think it should be pointed out, however,
Keyst one has an i npeccabl e 60-year record of
envi ronnental stewardship. They've taken nunerous
years to devel op pl ans and procedures in connection
with the construction of pipelines in order to
mtigate and reduce any kind of risk. Wth this
careful planning and with the help of highly
gualified and skilled contractors and workers, |
think it wll be safe to say, approved that this

pi peline woul d be the safest pipeline ever built.
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Soinclosing | think the time is nowto
for this project to take place. Environnental issues
have been addressed, the econony could badly use an
i njection of cash and jobs; and perhaps nost
inportantly, the national security and stability of
this nation very may well depend on it.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 66.

M5. NOONAN. |'d like to add ny thanks to
t he thanks ot hers have given you for being here and
giving us all the chance to state our opinions.

|"ma nom a grandnma, a daughter, an aunt,
all that good stuff, all the fun stuff. [I'malso a
smal | busi ness owner, because |I'm a | andscape
architect.

In my job I have to have a working
know edge of a nunber of fields that | need to use
whenever they're crossing ny path, including geol ogy,
engi neeri ng, natural systens and yes, even
geonor phol ogi cal hydr ol ogy.

Since the enlightennent, we've been
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separating out sciences and disciplines; those are
very separate things. W think of themas very
separate things, but that's not how they work. They
work together. So ny job, when | get a design
problem is to bring all those strands back together
along with other issues; economcs, social policy,
political issues. And at the end of the day if ny
job is well done, either you have a dry basenent or
you' re sending clean water back into the aquifer; or
maybe a | ocal mnunicipality doesn't have to pay MPDES
fines because they're not sending pollution into the
nearest river.

So I"'mthe person, or I'mone of the
peopl e who gets called when there are unintended
consequences. Sonething gets built and it doesn't
work quite the way it was supposed to work, whatever
happens, |I'ma person who cones in to figure out how
to get it cleaned up and howto fix it and how to
make it be a positive thing in your city, your life,
t he worl d.

And by the way, | don't think |I've heard

anybody nention the wench fault. Wen | |ooked at
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the map where the pipeline is going, there's actually
a wench fault under Wanego. A wench fault is an
unstable fault; it's always active, usually at a very
low level. It is connected to the New Madrid Fault,
which all of us as Mdwesterners know is the one that
rang church bells in Boston. That's under Wanego,
and it's always active.

Wth the wench fault, we don't really
have a good way of anticipating one that will be
active again. But it's not just professional and
scientific reasons that informny opinion against
Keyst one XL.

| was raised in a fairly religious famly.
The noral lines were wit large. And if there was
one thing our parents try to drill into our heads,
it's that if you support sonething that is wong, you
are inplicated in that wong. And so even if there's
never a | eak between Canada and Texas, our hands are
still stained by that oil, by the irrenedi al damage
it wll do in that boreal forest. And it seens |like
a long way away but it wll affect our food chain and

it wll affect the air that we breathe.
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Finally, when I was a kid, when | was
growi ng up, | would read about the great
industrialists of the 19th and 20th Centuries and how
they made their noney, and | wondered how | could
anticipate the next great ideas and the
infrastructure that would take so I could be in on
it. And what | realized was that the industrialists
were early adopters; they didn't nmake their noney by
conti nuing the status quo; they nmade their fortunes
by putting their noney behind new t echnol ogy and new
infrastructure. That is the econom c engine that
made us the nost powerful country in the world.

Ri ght now we're kind of ceding that to
China, and China's essentially doing what we did a
hundred years ago, and we're going to | ose that
ground. | have to say I'mnot a big fan of big
industrialists; | did grow up in Pittsburgh
Pennsyl vania, up there in Uniontown. |'ve been a
menber of a nunber of unions, |'ve been a union
organi zer, and that's one of the reasons I'mreally
proud of the IBEWin Kansas CGty. They have a

program where they're training guys to work in new
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technol ogi es. They're doing outreach to peopl e who
may use those new technologies to get their guys
j obs.

| have four kids, and when | walk into the
house with a dozen powdered sugar donuts and | put
t hem down, they nmake | ocusts | ook slow. And as we
get through all of those donuts, there's always one
or two people licking their fingers at the end and
sticking it in the powdered sugar, trying to get
every last bit out of the box. But instead of
suggesting that we tear up that box, put it in a pot
of water and boil it to get nore sugar, | get out
carrots or apples or whatever. So instead of
spending all this tinme and energy on going after the
end of the powdered sugar, can | suggest we go for
carrots and appl es?

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 67.

MR G.ENDENING Hi, ny nane is Jeff
d endening, I"'mw th the Kansas Chanber of Commerce,

Vice President of Political Affairs. Thank you for
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the opportunity to allow us to testify here today in
strong support of the jobs that will be created by
t he Keystone XL peopl e project.

On behal f of Kansas Job Creators, we urge
you to grant the Presidential Permt that is required
for construction of this inportant project. Kansas
Job Creators strongly believes that Keystone XL is in
our country's national interest. Because for one
reason, it will inprove our national security. As
you know, the pipeline will provide nore than 700, 000
barrels of oil each day, fromthe Dakotas, Mntana,
Okl ahoma and Al berta to refineries along the Texas
@ul f Coast, reducing our dependence on oil inports
from unreliable sources, proving a long termstable
energy supply to the United States.

By supporting donestic production and
inporting oil from Canada, our ally, and the State of
Kansas is a trading partner instead of politically
unstabl e countries, we wll strengthen both our
national security and our energy security.

| mporting Canadian oil allows us to

diversify our supply and help shield us fromprice

188



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

volatility. Inportantly for us the project wll
create jobs that are critically inportant to spur
national economc growh. The pipeline is expected
to create nearly 20,000 manufacturing and
construction jobs in the U S as well as provide for
nore than $5.2 billion in tax revenue to Keystone XL
corridor states, |ike Kansas.

The Kansas section of the pipeline has
al ready been conpl eted, and constructi on has been
extrenely beneficial to the State's econony in a tine
when it was sorely needed. During construction of
the first two phases of the Keystone in Kansas, it is
estimated that TransCanada spent approxi mately
$481 mllion in our state. This generated
significant job creation, increased sales and use tax
receipts by $8 mllion. Al of which greatly
benefited Kansas.

Furt her, the Kansas Chanber of Commerce
bel i eves that the Departnent of State has thoroughly
anal yzed the project's environnent inpact, and that
the final EIS properly concludes that there will be

no significant inpact to nost resources along the
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proposed project corridor.

I n Kansas we're happy to report that
TransCanada worked closely with | andowners to ensure
that their land was returned to its original
condition, as promsed. W are confident the
Keystone XL will be constructed using industry best
practices, and neet or exceed all existing pipeline
regul atory standards as they have al ways done.

The Kansas Chanber of Commerce believes
that the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline is
in the best interests of the cormunity, and in fact
all Anericans. | respectfully request the Departnent
of State expeditiously approve the project to grant
TransCanada the Presidential Permt necessary to
begin building the pipeline. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 68.

Speaker No. 68. Speaker No. 69.

(No response.)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 70.

| believe speaker No. 71 nmay have left.
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| s Speaker No. 72 here?
(No response.)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 737

MR COHEN M/ nane is Ben Cohen, I'mfrom

Topeka, Kansas. |'mwth the Kansas Young Denocrats.

|"mhere to speak in opposition to the
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, primarily
due to the inpacts on the Qgallala Aguifer that runs
through so much of Wstern Kansas.

My concern is the fact that the aquifer is
t he backbone of our State's agricultural industry.
It is where so nany people get their drinking water
in that part of the state, and is where much
irrigation water cones from Any sort of long term
damage to that woul d have incredible inpacts on the
econony of our state, and by extension nuch of the
Anerican Mdwest. This is in the long term | have
to say | feel seriously outweighs the short-termjob
creation that has been prom sed by the TransCanada
conpany. They have promsed up to, | believe the
estimate is 13,000 jobs. This is again only

tenporary ones going towards the construction of the
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pipeline. 1'd also point out the fact that since we
are supposed to be speaking fromthe perspective of
Kansans, nost of this work will not happen in Kansas,
as nost of the construction has al ready happened

her e.

The ones, however we would lose if the
water table in Wstern Kansas were to be damaged due
to aleak in the oil pipeline, would be permanent; we
woul d not be able to get that water back; we al ready
have i ssues of having a slow rate of recharge within
the QOgallala Aquifer, and this would inpact us on a
much |l onger term and fromthe perspective of
Kansans, on a much greater scale.

|"d al so point out the fact that | know a
| ot of people have said that we are using the
i ndustry best in building this pipeline; that this
conpany has supposedly a great record; yet we can see
that the Keystone project itself has not lived up to
that. In the first year of its operation the
Keystone | pipeline, the one which the XL woul d be
connected to, actually leaked 12 tines; that is a

rate of one a nonth, and this would be an extension
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of that project, going over what is a nmajor source of
water in the state. It was also pointed out earlier
that it would be built partially over a wench fault,
which is constantly active, so that is an increased
ri sk of damage.

Anot her great concern, one that has been
pointed out to ne in the past, as we've been
di scussing this, is that nmuch of the tar sand oi
whi ch we'd be transporting through this pipeline
woul d be going down to the Qulf instead of to
refineries in Oklahoma as they previously were; these
are ones that are primarily set up to refine crude
oil that is mned fromother places, not tar sands;
so this would require a serious adjustnment on their
part.

There's al so a great deal of specul ation
that a lot of the oil would go to China. | know sone
peopl e have attenpted to address that before; it just
makes ne feel like we aren't reducing any sort of
dependence on foreign oil, and by extension are not
doi ng anything to alleviate any concerns about

national safety and national security, as a few
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peopl e have felt the need to insist upon.

The last thing that 1'd Iike to say, |
didn't want to speak for too long, was that we are
tal ki ng about the role of oil in our country and in
our society. W need to think about the cost.

Escal ati ng cost has been obviously a massive concern
for everyone for so long; and this would in no way
decrease the cost of oil; it would not nake it easier
for anyone to fill up their punp to use for

i ndustrial purposes, and |I'mgoing to el aborate on
that just by reading a statenent from TransCanada
itself inits request for the construction of this
pipeline. This is fromSection 3, the supply markets
of their request, the group pricing inpact section.

According to them Existing markets for
Canadi an heavy crude, principally PADD2 of the U S
M dwest, are currently oversupplied, resulting in
price discounting for Canadi an heavy crude oil.
According to the U S. @ulf Coast, via the access to
the U S. @lf Coast, via the Keystone XL pipeline is
expected to strengthen Canadi an crude oil pricing of

PADD2 by renoving this oversupply.
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This is expected to increase the price of
heavy crude to the equival ent cost of inported crude.
Simlarly, if a surplus of light synthetic crude
devel ops in PADD2, the Keystone XL pipeline would
provi de an alternate nmarket and therefore help to
mtigate a price discount. The resulting increase in
the price of heavy crude is estimated to provide an
i ncrease in annual revenue to the Canadi an produci ng
industry in 2013 of $2 billion USto $3.9 billion US

This is basically an adm ssion fromthe
conpany that is setting up this pipeline that their
concern is their own revenue, not the U S. econony,
not the well-being of U S citizens of workers; this
is their owmn bottomline. And |I'msorry, speaking

fromthe perspective of an American citizen and a

Kansan, | really cannot prioritize that for us. W

| i ke Canada -- great place, |ovely people, but --

this is just how we need to focus. That will be all.
(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 74.
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(No response.)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 75.

MR QGOAD. Good afternoon. M nane is
Gary Goad, | ama TransCanada enpl oyee. |'m an
Operati ons Manager for TransCanada's ANR pi peline
systemthat operates here in Kansas. It is a natura
gas pipeline that has been in service for nore than
60 years.

| want to thank the State Departnent for
the opportunity to present our views today. | have
been a Kansas resident ny entire life, and spent ny
entire career working in the pipeline industry.
Pi pel i nes are one of the safest nethods of
transporting crude oil. Far safer, for exanple, than
transporting by rail, truck, or barge. They also are
the nost efficient and nost econom cal .

TransCanada is taking all necessary steps
t hrough design, construction, and operations of the
XL to ensure the safety of people and environnent.
Pi peline nonitoring, |eak detection is perforned
24/ 7, 365 days a year. Qur U. S. econony -- and this

is fact -- will be dependent on carbon-based fuels
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for decades to cone. U S. refineries are in need of
secure, long termsupply of oil. Keystone XL will
del i ver abundant Canadi an oil, but also U S supplies
bei ng devel oped in North Dakota and Mont ana.

Keystone XL cones at a tinme when our
country's econony and workers need jobs. TransCanada
is a great conmmunity partner; | can attest to that by
working for themfor the |ast nunber of years.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 76.

MR MODESITT: M nane is Lee Mdesitt,
I"'mnot affiliated with anyone; I'mhere just as a
private citizen. Thank you guys for going across
this multi-state tour and having to sit and listen to
us go on and on, repeating sone of the sane things.

| hope | can offer a little bit of a
di fferent perspective for you guys. Heard nultiple
poi nts today, one of which was a political issue.
Peopl e say over and over it's a political issue, and

| couldn't agree nore. It's very rarely that you can
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find an issue that brings Republican businesses and
uni on wor ks together, saying "W agree on this
particular project." So it has bipartisan support.

You know, | was listening to the radio
today and the president's out trying to sell his jobs
bill. And of course he's gearing up for reel ection.
And part of his jobs proposal is to use governnent
funds to build infrastructure. Here you have a
private initiative to also build infrastructure that
create thousands and thousands of | obs.

So to ne, that would be one of the things

he shoul d be pushing in his jobs bill, saying "Here's
an opportunity to get Anmericans working again. It
will help start the process, decrease our nation's

dependence on foreign oil."

The president's canpai gn thene, w nning
the future. And |I'ma young American, obviously and
| can't help but realize that a |lot of the fol ks that
have gotten up and tal ked about how we can't afford
to do this oil because it's not alternative fuels and
it's not going to be great for the environnent.

W' re about ny age when Jimmy Carter was el ected.
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And Jimmy Carter created the Departnent of Energy for
t he sol e purpose of decreasing our dependence on
foreign oil. Yet that hasn't worked.

W' ve been trying the environnental friend
alternative energy nethod, and it's sinply not
working. So ny question is, why don't we try a
different route? This is the sane thing we've been
saying for years and years and years; yet the sane
argunents keep being brought up: "Well, it's not
good for the environnent."

The sinple fact is if we don't build it
here, with American regulations, with Anrerican
busi nesses, with Anerican jobs, so other country wll
do it; for instance a country |like China. Wuat does
Chi na have? Very mnimal regulation; they' re the
nunber one polluter in the world. Do we want to do
it here wwth our regulations where it's safe, or do
we want to let sone country |ike China deci de what
we're going to do in the near future?

Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
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Speaker No. 77.

MR, MOSES: Thank you. First of all, |
wi sh to wel cone you to Kansas, glad you could join us
today in taking the opportunity to take our
statenments. M nane is Wody Mses; I'mwth the
Kansas Aggregate Producers, Kansas Ready M x Concrete
Associ ation and the Kansas Cenent Council. And al
of which entities wish to voice their support for the
Trans- Canadi an XL pipeline, or the Keystone XL
pi pel i ne.

W have had a | ot of experience with that
conpany and ot her pipeline conpanies in Kansas
t hroughout the years; |'ve been knocking around this
area since 1969, working both with the QOgallal a
Aqui fer, quarrying and mning and i ssues |like that,
and | can tell you that all of these operators strive
to operate in the nost safe manner possi bl e,
i ncl udi ng TransCanada.

But beyond that, the operation of the
pi peline as well as construction of the pipeline does
create jobs, inprove our comrerce. The buil ding of

the pipeline indicated that, and the mai ntenance that
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follows afterwards is also a part of it; and we are
very, very supportive of the issuance of the permt.
And part of what you're doing here today is the due
diligence. And the EIS and everything like that wll
identify any issues that may be outstanding; and with
those issues not identified, we feel that the project
shoul d proceed. Thank you very nuch

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 78.

MR GOSLER: H, ny nane is Josh Cosler
and |'mjust here as a citizen. The Keystone
pi peline project would, in one fell swoop, help us
through the country's biggest problem currently;
energy prices, unenploynent, and the deficit.

It enploys thousands of individuals in
good- payi ng jobs, and by doing that it would help the
deficit in tw ways; those unenpl oyed woul d not be on
the public dole, whether it's Medicaid, unenploynent,
and they woul d then be paying taxes into the system

The additional energy on the market woul d
of course drive down the prices of energy overall

The American people, as a speaker a speaker or two
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ago said, whether it's Republicans, Denocrats or

| ndependents, support an Anerica energy plan which
this project would be a part of, not the scarcity of
pol i ci es being pushed by those opposed to a project
l'i ke this.

And as he also said, if the U S. did not
approve this, China would nost |likely be the one to
do this; and they have very little regard for the
envi ronnent, whereas we have -- sone heavy- hand
regul ati ons, but environnental regulations
nonet hel ess. And despite the State Depart nent
i ssuing an environnmental inpact statenent that was
favorabl e about this, the Environnmental Protection
Agency, which has done all it can in the last couple
years to cripple Arerica jobs in energy is stalling.
They just went into -- if we don't do this in
Anerica, it's just going to go to another country;
China or Brazil, that does not care about the
envi ronnment as nuch as we do.

And I would urge you to sign off on this
project. As | said, it would help the deficit,

unenpl oynent and energy prices all in one step.
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Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 79.

MR HARDEN. | am Dr. Dan Harden
Prof essor Eneritus at Washington University.

G ateful for the opportunity to address you and woul d
like to focus ny comments briefly on two inportant
areas: |job creation and energy security.

As you may be aware, the Internationa
Monetary Fund just revised its forecast downward for
near-termU. S. economc growmh. The M- cut its
current year forecast by six tenths of a percentage
point, to 1.6 percent. And for next year, by .7
percentage points to 1.9 percent. These
di sappoi nting gross nunbers are adding to the deep
uncertainty that characterizes our econony today, and
has brought job creation alnost to a standstill.

The Keystone XL pipeline, on the other
hand, is a jobs engine. According to a report by the
Canadi an Research Institute, this project wll
support 600, 000 new Anerican jobs by 2035, and

generate nore than $775 billion in GDP from 2010 to
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2035. For Kansas, that means an estimated $5 billion
in economc growh. The report used Canadi an
dol l ars, which are nore or less on par with U S
dol | ars today.

On energy security, the witer Danie
Yergen has observed that "a |ighter approach is now
required that takes into account the rapid evol ution
of the global energy trade. That's supply chain
vul nerability, terrorism and the integration of
maj or new economes into the world market

He points to the fast-grow ng econom es of
China and I ndia where these countries now view their
own energy security as inextricably linked to their
new, new dependence on gl obal markets rather than
overstated notions of self-sufficiency. For nost of
t he devel oped and devel oping world, this definition
of energy security in contrast to any hope of total
energy i ndependence is the newreality.

Thi s hel ps us understand why, according to
news reports, Chinese energy firns have invested $15
billion in Alberta oil sands projects in the |last 18

nmont hs al one.
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The question we face, in large part, is
whether we are going to nore tightly integrate with
Canada, our largest trading partner, and a nation
that | argely understands our understandi ngs of human
rights and environnental protection; or are we going
to continue to depend on oil fromcountries whose
political and social policies are deplorable? This
is the reason that nore and nore people are referring
to Canadian oil as "ethical oil."

U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu recently
poi nted out that the conpanies involved in extracting
Al berta oil sands, quote "are making great strides in
i nprovi ng the environnental inpact of the extraction
of this oil, and will continue to do so."

He's right. According to Environnenta
Canada, the governnental agency, the oil sands
i ndustry has reduced its per-barrel greenhouse gas
em ssion out put by 29 percent since 1990. This
occurred agai nst a backdrop of greenhouse gas
em ssions output by 29 percent since 1990. This
occurred agai nst a backdrop of nmassive expansion of

oil sands production in the |ast two decades, during
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which tinme Canada's oil conpani es have managed to cut
their per-barrel carbon output by nearly a third.

New t echnol ogy are in devel opnent that
wi || produce even better results. For these reasons,
| urge the U S. State Departnent to approve the
Keyst one XL pipeline project without any further
del ay. Thank you very much

VB, HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 80.

MR BULLOCKS: H . | appreciate you for
| etting us cone out and voi ce our opinion on you.

And I'"mseeing there's a whole Iot of different
opi ni ons.

My nane is Jimy Bullocks, and I'mjust a
plain citizen here in Topeka, Kansas. | support this
because it brings jobs to our state. This is the
inpression I'magetting; it brings jobs, and we need
jobs. Can't have 7 percent unenploynent, and that
was unacceptable last year. To ne it was
unaccept abl e.

So | think that we should | ook at this as

a way of bringing nore quality jobs to this area. |
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nmean, not just necessarily di shwashing jobs, but
guality jobs.

And | don't have a whole |ot nore to say,
but | do support the project and | thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to speak.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 81.

M5. SIMMONS: M/ nane is Hel en Si mmons,
represent nyself and the idea that this is not good
for our country. It has al nost never failed that
projects and ideas go over estimates and do not work
out as people are led to believe. It would place our
under ground water reservoir in great danger. It wll
not produce so nmany jobs; nost of the work will be
done by machi nes and cheap |abor. International
markets will be there to reap the profits. Big noney
will rule again.

A great deal of the first stinulus noney
went for the advancenent of the windmll industry. |
know this is off the subject, but it relates. W

borrowed the noney from China, and guess who nade the
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windmlls? China. Qops, forgot to put a clause in
there that jobs to nake themw || be here in the
United States.

This project before us is not in the best
interests of our country or the working class. The
Kansas Gty Star is one of the few papers that tells
it like it is. Several years back they reveal ed how
the big boys, the oil people, got together to raise
the price of oil. It was too cheap. They al
decided to tighten the supply by closing down the
refineries.

It worked. Many good refineries were
destroyed and scrapped. They wouldn't even sell it
to the people that were interested in keeping it
goi ng and keeping their jobs. | hope the Big G|
i ndustry does not have their way on this project. It
will not help our country, and could create a
di saster for underground water supply.

By the way, our country gets nost of its
oi | from Mexi co, Venezuel a and Canada. | don't know
where Saudi Arabia cones in; nmaybe we buy it from

themand sell it to sonebody el se.
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That's it. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 82.

MR R ECK Hello. Thank you for the
opportunity.

| live 25 mles fromhere; |I'ma farner.
W' ve had a pipeline go through our place since 1947,
and about 10 years |l ater they put another pipeline,
30 or 50 feet fromit. About every 20 years they'd
conme in and reroute the pipeline; they don't |eave
any rubbi sh, trash, they put the land back the way it
was.

Anerica needs jobs. That man that spoke
just a nonent ago, he knows what he's tal king about.
In the small town of Burlinganme, there's 18 seniors
that graduated this year, and to get jobs, seven of
themwent into the mlitary. Now sonething' s w ong,
fellas. W' ve got to generate jobs in this country.
The man just said we had 700,000 barrels of oil a day
out of this pipeline; America uses 21 mllion barrels

a day. Look at the percent.
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But it is oil. | renenber in 1973, 38
years ago, we had an oil enbargo. People in this
room woul d have been crawling on the walls to get
oil, stood inlines to get oil. | farmfor a living,
| provide food for you people to eat. And the way
technology is today, agriculture is based al nost all
on oil.

Now, you need to decide, do you want to
protect the environnment 100 percent or do you want to
eat? That's what | cone here for. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 83.

MR, LEDFORD: CGood afternoon and thank you
very much for this opportunity to present a few
points this afternoon. |'m Charles Ledford fromthe
Departnent of M ssouri for the Anerican Legion,
Mel t on Post 488.

One question | would like to ask you, |
have a, fromthe 93rd national convention of the
Anerican Legion in Mnneapolis, Mnnesota, August 30,

31, Septenber 1st of this year, a resolution. |
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woul d not like to read the whol e resol uti on because
you' ve got the whereases and the resolve. Can |
present part of this and then give the rest in
witing to the auditor?

M5. HOBGOOD: Yes, you can. You can
submt that for the record.

MR, LEDFORD: Thank you. Resolution 107
supporting the U S. econony and increased U S. energy
security through the Canadi an- Anreri can pi peli ne.

Wher eas Anmerican Legion, the nation's

| argest veterans service organization is a

strong advocate for prograns and policies

t hat enhance our nation's economc

strength and national security, and

opportunities for veterans and all
citizens, and

Whereas the Anerican Legion's sense of

obligation to the comunity, state and

nation drives honest advocacy for veterans

i n Washi ngton, and

Wereas the strength of our nation's

econony relates directly to the economc
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opportunity available to veterans of the

U S. Arned Service and all other citizens,

and

Whereas a proposed pipeline will increase

our nation's energy security.
And it goes on. Many of the points presented, pros
and cons, | think have covered a w de sel ection of
feelings fromthis area.

However, in the interest of veterans and
national security -- of course if there's any
envi ronnental problens in Canada, that's their
concern to resolve that issue. Since |I'mfrom
M ssouri and this is Kansas, we do have an interest
for veterans overall and for national security. My
concern would be for Canada's in obtaining the proper
route and insisting upon the proper EPA standards be
enforced and that the contractors do that.

| would |ike to point out, as has been
poi nted out earlier, that there's a job probl em not
only here in the State, but in our State in Mssouri
and across the nation. Mnority groups are hit the

hardest; they're usually double. Believe it or not,
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veterans are included in with the mnority groups.
They don't have the support; a lot of the young
peopl e go overseas right out of school; they get
involved in wars. They cone back, they're
di scharged, and the unenpl oynent rate, | believe, is
headed for about a 20 percent al so, 18-20 percent.

Unfortunately, | only had an hour and a
half to prepare for this and drive in from Kansas
Cty. One interest as far as defense goes; for
exanple with all the noney that we owe China, which
is a trenmendous anount, for generations to cone --
Vicky Hartzler, who is a U S. Representative to
Congress fromthe State of Mssouri, she presented in
one of her speeches not too |ong ago, for exanple:
Qur noney that we owe China each day is equivalent to
one high-tech fighter in addition to $34 mllion. So
if we take that, China for a period of 60 days, there
are 60 high-tech aircrafts that they have. They' ve
been building up on their industry, and of course we
want to keep as many jobs | ocal.

The veterans are confronted wth nmany

probl ens, such as PTSD, which is the post traumatic
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syndrone; and anger nmanagenent, and they need these
jobs in order to help themout. So froma nedica
point of view, it would really help the veterans.

| represent not only the Post, but also
the 6th District, Children and Youth, which is about
an eight county area within the southwest part of
M ssouri, and I'malso on the Children and Youth
Commttee for the Departnent of M ssouri.

Thank you very nuch for your tine. |
appreciate it very nuch.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 84.

(No response.)

Speaker No. 85.

MR. BATEMAN. Hello, I'd like to thank you

for your tinme. M nane is Vince Bateman, also known
as Vince "The Trashman" Bateman. | work for a |ocal
trash conpany, and |'ve been watching the nmarkets

lately, and it's just like 9/11 all over again. Qur

econony has been hit and it's been hit harder. W're

burning. W're basically on fire. And you watch the
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dol l ar and you watch oil. The dollar wll coll apse,
the dollar's headed | ower. The dollar used to be up
in the 100 to 120 range back in the 1990s. It's now
at about 78, 79 and | have seen it go down to 72 here
just recently.

When you |l ook at oil, like I say, |ook at
the dollar. And the people who really hate us flew
those planes into those Twin Towers. Now, we're
faced with a group of people that just totally hate
us; they can't stand us, and as the price of oil goes
up, they get nore noney to attack us. And Iran has
been noted to put weapons into this war we're
fighting over there with Afghanistan and Iraq.
They' ve been found guilty of that.

Wien situations like this occur, Iran
classified us as the greatest satan on earth. They
would like to wipe Israel off the map, and they'l|
say it; they're not should to say it. And guess
who's next? Quess who they'd |love to get ahold of.
And they're over there producing -- they're over
there, got a nuclear reactor right now And if you

want to see contam nation, ook to see what radiation
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will do to you. You won't have to worry about
carbon, you won't have to worry about any of that

ot her stuff, just watch the dollar, watch the oil,
and who -- |'d rather see Canada get our noney than
the people who totally hate us. Wy woul d Canada
want to set off nucl ear bonbs agai nst their border,
because the radiation wll flow northward with the
w nd fl ows.

Like | say, it's the people -- there's a
bunch in the Mddle East that would just |love to see
us go under; and of course China, they manipul ate
their currency; and being a trashman, | could see
right on Canadi an -- they don't have dunps; they just
go dunp the trash right on the ground; it don't
matter. | can't be history hasn't kicked in and why
haven't they got the black plague yet? Wy hasn't
the rats given themthe fleas that woul d take them
out ?

But it's here nor there; but like |I say
IS, when it conmes to oil, watch the dollar. W're
shi ppi ng out so nuch of our noney to foreign

countries. W need to keep that noney here in the
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United States. W need to create these jobs here.
And like | say, I'malso a local Tea Party
menber, so | amneither right or left for this
nation. |I'ma registered Independent. And you can
bash on ne all you want, | don't care. But |I'm going
to speak out. And like I say, when you keep the nobney
here -- and as far as China, they're building their
mlitary. Al they need to do is float their
currency, put their currency on the open nmarket, and
all these foreign nations that totally hate us, they
woul d | ove to devalue the dollar. They'd |ove to see
the dollar go a ot | ower because they'd like to pull
the oil and the dollar apart so they can get another
currency in there; and if China gets their mlitary
totally built up, then it won't matter. They'll be
qualified to be able to float there currency and
they'll go on the open market, and when we have a
currency that will give us major conpetition, then
our people will run fromthe dollar, that wll run to
China's currency, and all the noney that we've got
overseas and every nation that we belong to, and

wat ch what's going on in Europe. Better watch out
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when we're real close.

But all this noney will cone back to us
like a tidal wave. Wiat goes out will conme back. And
like | say, I'"'ma real big believer in history, and |
think a | ot of people need to | ook and see what
happened to the Weimar Republic. Their energy got
exported to France under that situation.

So | nean, | ook what history has to offer,
and | ook what these people want to do to us. Like |
say, I'mfor the pipeline, sol'd like to see it
built; and let's deal with the environnental
inplications |ater on. Because if we get a nucl ear
bonb over here, it won't matter. 1'd like to thank
you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 86.

MR. BONKER: Thank you for the opportunity
to speak today. |I'mhere in favor of the Keystone XL
pipeline. |I'ma 25-year nenber of Local 798 in
Tul sa, &l ahoma. M/ nane is Frank Bowker, and |I'm a

lifetinme resident of Kansas and al so a | andowner.
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| know for a fact the quality that we are
held to in order to install these pipelines. |
personal |y know, because that's all |'ve done ny
whole life. The econom c boon for ny hone town would
be innunerable. They're planning a $$25 mllion
project at the NCRA refinery in MPherson, Kansas to
accept sone of this crude that is already in the
pi peline, and the job benefit is going to be in the
hundreds for high-paid construction jobs and al so the
econom c assets of people staying in MPherson and
shopping at the stores there, buying all their food
and products that they need to stay.

After this project is done in two years,
there will be additional people hired at the refinery
to operate the new facilities to refine this crude.
And as far as jobs in the United States, right there
it's creating jobs. And | urge you to okay this
pi peline construction. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 87.

MR PITTS: Good afternoon. First of

219



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

220

all --

M5. HOBGOOD: (Good afternoon.

MR PITTS: First of all, I want to thank
you for the opportunity to cone here and speak to you
today. | also want to tell you howinportant it is
and how nmuch we appreciate the opportunity to talk
about the pipeline.

| volunteered in program - -

M5. HOBGOOD: Coul d you just give us your
nane, pl ease.

MR PITTS. M nane is Curtis Pitts.

M5. HOBGOOD: And your affiliation.

MR PITTS: I'minvolved in a |ot of
organi zations as a volunteer; | nostly work with high
risk kids, offering themjob training, enploynent
training, and our |eadership training here in our
comunity.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

MR PITTS: As a person who spends every
day of his life volunteering in the community as much
as he possibly can, in lieu of having an annual

sal ary of about $15,000, | want to tell you how
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inmportant this pipeline is to our conmunity.

Every day | talk to young nen and wonen
about how inportant it is for you to work, and talk
about how inportant it is for you to take part in the
raising and rearing your famly. And | find it very
difficult to understand how anyone can tal k about why
we shouldn't use this pipeline as a source of
creating jobs and opportunities in Kansas.

When you work with poor kids and you're
tal king to them about working hard and maki ng sure
they're the ones who provide for their famly, it's
very difficult for ne to say anything other than "W
really need this pipeline." They're going to need
people to construct it, they' re going to need people
to maintain it. They're going to create jobs and it
will help these people get back on the tax rolls and
pay tax dollars that will hel p support education
roads and everything el se.

In our community, we have a high
unenpl oynent rate that's far beyond seven percent.
And | know everybody's tal ki ng about the environnent

and all these other things, but 1'mgoing to talk to
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about an environnent where there isn't very nuch jobs
and there isn't very nmuch opportunities. But | want
to make sure we have jobs and enpl oynent
opportunities |like these pipelines are going to

provi de, because that neans we can give thema way of
saying "I can't."

For whatever reason, people assune that
it's okay to say that 'l can't' the truth of it is,
enpl oynment opportunities are becom ng scarcer and
scarcer. And if you're telling themto keep worKking
hard and study and prepare yourself, then what we're
doing is selling thema pipe dream But if we take
advantage of this pipeline, if you give themtangible
wi th an enpl oynent opportunity, they can really help

take care of their famly.

As a single parent nyself, | want to say
these sinple things: | could qualify for a | ot of
SRS prograns. | could probably even nake nore noney

on unenploynent. But as a man, it's very inportant
for ny son to see ne get up and go to work every day,
because one day he's going to a have to do it for his

famly. This isn't a political situation for those
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of us who have very little; and it's even less of a
political situation for those who have not.

W' re maki ng deci sions up here and
assumng that this pipeline is going to benefit
soneone else. The truth of it is, it's going to
benefit working people. Those who can afford to play
the politics of this thing, they' re going to sidestep
it and nake whatever they want. But the truth of it
is, we need jobs in Kansas.

| teach all of ny kids, it's no problem
goi ng out and nowi ng yards, washi ng di shes, cleaning
wi ndows, whatever you've got to do to take care of
your famly. But the truth of it is, you want to
help themget livable, famly-surviving i ncones. And
if you're |l ooking at the nunbers on this thing,
you've seeing a potential $5 mllion windfall for the
t axpayers of Kansas. That neans that ny kids and
those kids who hang out with themin the poor
nei ghbor hoods where | volunteer at, they're going to
have better schools and better opportunities.

You see, as a father and a person in this

community, it is essential that we take advantage of
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this pipeline. | hear about national security and I
agree, | support that 100 percent. But if you're a
part of the have-littles and the have-nots, we want
to support national security; | encourage sone of ny
guys to go to the mlitary. But the truth of it is,
we're a struggling nation, and if the nation's
struggling, what do you think the poorest of the poor
are doi ng?

Qur infrastructure is inportant to us, and
if the weakest link in our conmmunity is not taken
care of -- and | nean the children -- that's why I
encour age, regardless of who you are, what you are,
in our programwe ask you first to take care of your
children. W will help you help yourself.

This pipeline opportunity will give us a
chance to work with famlies, train themup for the
skills that are necessary and put them back to work
One thing about being a parent, and | wll say this,
I don't know how single nons do it because as a
single dad wth one son, it's a nonster of a job.

But one thing I want to tell nmy sonis this: That if

you work hard, there are opportunities out there for
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you to succeed. But the way we're going right now,
maki ng everything so political, and this pipeline
thing is a tangible thing that we can give them we
really don't understand what the four people are
goi ng t hrough.

And | heard these gentlenen tal k about
agriculture, going to school in Hayes, Kansas com ng
fromFlorida -- it was an amazing to ne. | saw how
hard the farnmers worked, | went out and threw hay one
tinme. And the only reason | can slide, because ny
daddy taught nme how to work hard. |[|'ve got nine
brothers and sisters, and if our young people don't
get an opportunity to work hard and nmake a decent
living, then we are going to lose them | don't have
a problemwith themgoing to the mlitary, but we
shoul d be able to provide opportunities and jobs here
in our community that will allow themto take care of
them their famlies and thensel ves.

And | think this pipeline wll give us
that opportunity. Everybody's not going to be a
doctor or a lawyer; those are all fine fields. Not

everybody's going to be an educator; that's also a
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fine field. But we do have an opportunity to create
living wage jobs with this pipeline. And if we don't
take advantage of this opportunity here in the State
of Kansas | think we're mssing the point: People
aren't working, this isn't politics -- people need
j obs. Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 88.

M5. BURKS: M/ nane is Adra Burks, |I'm
from Lawence, Kansas. |'mhere on ny own behal f.
By vocation | aman attorney. | want to tal k about
wi shes and actuality.

| have read the Keystone people permt.
That gives themthe right to cross the Canadi an-U. S.
border. That pipeline does not limt where those tar
sands are used. It nerely allows themto go across.
That does not require that TransCanada followits
conservation and mtigation and reclamati on plan, per
se.

It does not say that a certain percentage

of that, the tar sands that are going to Cushi ng,
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Ckl ahorma, and that's where it does say they're going,
will be used for crude oil within the United States.
There is no such restriction on that permt.

| want to tal k about what happened in d ay
County, Kansas when the pipeline was put in, because
it has gone through day County, and | want to talk
about that in ternms of the conservation and
mtigation and reclamation plan, revision No. 4, that
was published in April of 2009.

First, a year passed after the
installation of the pipeline. The plan says that
there will be cover crop. There is no cover crop,
there was no hay, there was nothing; the |and was
allowed to just lay fallow for over a year. Wien
land lays fallow, it blows. Part of that |and was in
stream areas, so there was erosion and silt that cane
fromthat. Likew se, that reclamation plan requires
that terraces be maintained. However, when they went
through, they clipped off the terraces right to the
boundari es of the easenent. So there's no way to
connect terraces onto existing terraces; particularly

terraces that have begun to erode away with no cover
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on the sides. So TransCanada needs to extend their
easenents, because they didn't use their easenent
area to nmaintain terraces.

They went through virgin prairie. W have
so little virgin prairie in this country, that they
went through virgin prairie, they left silt go into
ponds and accurnul at e.

The pipeline was put in wthout taking
steps to deal with conpaction. Conpaction occurs if
you have a lot of water, rain that's occurring; it
causes the soil to becone nore conpacted, the nore
the soil becones nore conpacted, the less you're
going to have with farm production. It becones
har der and harder.

The topsoil got scraped off and then
pushed onto the subsoil. No effort was done to
neasure off the topsoil and protect the topsoil -- it
just all got comm ngled. The quantity then of
topsoil that got put back is not necessarily the sane
guantity that got pushed off.

W heard that this is going to generate

t axes. In fact, although it's not the State
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Departnent's fault, you should be aware that the
Kansas Legislature, for a ten year period, has
exenpted the Keystone pipeline from paynent of
personal and real property taxes. |In Cay County
al one, that's over $440,000 of |ost revenue a year.

W al so haven't tal ked about what the
recl amati on does when di saster strikes. There was no
effort to look, in anything |I've read, at the
eart hquake situation. W have three faults in
Kansas, Kansas is not known as an earthquake area,
but we have the Hunbol dt Fault, the Nemaha Ri dge
Fault, and the Abilene Anticline Fault. Three faults
within a two county area, sonme within a one county
area of that pipeline.

That pipeline was not put in on sand; it's
on rock; there's no way that | can see to deal with
shifts in ground. Likew se, we haven't addressed
si nkhol es. W have sinkhole issues already with
general pipelines. This is a huge pipeline in terns
of depth; we've got the high pressure, we've got the
heat fromit, and we haven't addressed what's goi ng

to happen with sinkhol es and possible disaster with
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si nkhol es.

Finally -- I'"mthrough. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 89.

And before you start, let ne just say
again that if you have your comments in witing and
you've run out of time, please feel free to submt
themto us. They will be considered part of the
public record. Thank you.

M5. MacVEY: M nane is Kendall MacVey,
and I'mhere with the National WIdlife Federation

| " m speaking in opposition to the proposed
system | speak both as an environnentali st,
conservationalist and as a girl who grew up in
Kansas. A few points | wanted to nake.

First, everybody, a | ot of people here say
they care about jobs. Unfortunately, the pipeline
already exists in the State of Kansas, and there's no
plans to do any reroute through -- so since the
pi peline already exists, job creation in the state

won't actually go into fact or happen. Also on a
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exaggerated jobs creation for the pipeline. They
said the pipeline would create tens of thousands of
jobs; well, actual U S estinates say it's possible
that fewer than 200 | ocal jobs fromeach site wll
actually be in effect.

So tar sands al so deepens our addiction to
dirty, costly fossil fuels; and by sending the tar
sands from Canada down to the biggest, |argest export
hub in the United States which is the Texas Qul f
Coast, it's actually going to increase the price of
gas and the price of oil for our M dwesterners,
making it nore difficult for small business owners,
people that work in agriculture; farmers, along with
peopl e |ike nysel f.

W know that dirty fuels |ike tar sands
speed up gl obal warm ng, which will cause nore water
shortages, nore expensive and deadly extrene weat her
events, nore coastal flooding, and many ot her
problens that will threaten the U S. national
security. Anerica has better energy choices than

dirty tar sands or risky deep water oil drilling. So
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| encourage the State Departnent to agree with us on
that and nove away fromrisky, dirty fuels and pursue
cl ean, safe and renewabl e alternatives.

W know that the pipeline will put |ocal
property owners, wildlife and the environnent at
risk. Tar sands are worse than other fuels when
they spill, and the risks of [ong term damage of tar
sands spills has never been studied. W know that
the pipeline that exists now has al ready had 12
spills since it started punping oil back in June 2010
the | ast one occurring in May of this year, in
Kansas. So we know that they're already proving
unsaf e, showi ng safety anonmalies and spills in our
area; and we al so know that comunities downstream of
tar sands devel opnent are seeing a spike in rare
cancers and other serious health conditions |ike
heart and | ung di sease.

Gl fromtar sands produces three tinmes as
many greenhouse gas em ssions as conventional oil.
Instead of TransCanada's dirty tar sands oil, we
shoul d aggressively invest in clean, renewabl e energy

solutions, like wind and sol ar power that create U S.
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jobs, U S technology for U S workers that are not
tenporary like the jobs that will be created for the
pi peline. W also know that we've had a | ot of
peopl e tal ki ng about the aquifer that provides nore
than 2 mllion people wth safe drinking water, and
al so 20 percent of the irrigation water for our
country.

So | urge you to think about what this
water neans for the mllions of people in the M dwest
that work on farns and al so people that use it as a
source of drinking water, like nyself. And we
al ready know that since the pipeline that already
exi sts has potential for spilling because it already
has spilled once already this year. And we need to
think about the long termeffects of a contam nation
of sonething Iike the Qgallala Aquifer.

Al so, one nore point | wanted to make.

| f the Keystone XL locks into a future
where we are dependent on one of the dirtiest and
costliest fuels in the world, it's time we reinvest
in real solutions. Ceaner fuels |ike biofuels and

nore efficient vehicles and new generation electric
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alternatives to dirty tar sands oils, making a clean
energy future a trenmendous econom ¢ opportunity for
all Americans rather than a continuation for the
record profits for Big Gl by Big Q.

W know that it's going to increase the
oil prices and this will add two to four billion to
the U.S. fuel bill, providing rmultinational oi
conpanies with the profits and not Americans.

And | heard several people say that they
were worried that the tar sands would then go over to
countries like China, but we know for a fact that the
i nfrastructure both in Canada and obvi ously over
there is not sustainable for that kind of project; so
we're basically being used as the mddle man to open
up the markets for this international dirty fue
econony that we need to stay away from

And with that, |I thank the State
Departnent for allowing nme to cone and submt
testinony; and | appreciate you taking the tine to
listen to what | had to say.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
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(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 90.

MR DAVID. H, thanks for comng here to
listen to all our concerns. M nane is Cole Davis,
I"'mhere as a private citizen.

One of the main reasons that | wanted to
conme here today and speak ny mnd was, no offense to
TransCanada, the individual conpany, but nost najor
trans-national corporations do not have the
absol utely best record in terns of being conpletely
honest; in terns of their environnental effects, oil
conpani es have soneti mes been the absol ute worst;
of ten downpl ayi ng the nunber of spills they have or
the limted effect their spills could or will have on
surroundi ng envi ronnent.

Just today | heard people tal k about how
absol utely safe and wonderful TransCanada is and how
it 1s going to be the safest people ever built;
spotless -- nearly perfect. |In 2009, according to
TransCanada's own website, they had 25 oil spills.
This was a significant increase from 2005, 6, 7 and

8.
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Just recently in North Dakota, according
to Forbes Magazine, there was a 500 barrel spill wth
the TransCanada people. So if the statenent, they
have 60 years of a spotless record, cones up again,
| would Iike to reiterate that spotless is not really
the right word to use for this people. It's very
obvious that spills have occurred, and nost |ikely
with nore construction, and a bigger pipeline and
nore crude oil, there will be nore spills in the
future; and to ignore the environnental effects of
that is dangerous and foolish.

A |l ot of people have tal ked about
i nternational inplications, about how absol utely
important this pipeline is conpared to the world
econony and national security and our national job
and energy crisis; and | would like to -- perspective

for everyone, which is to say that the world goes

through billions and billions and billions of barrels
of oil. And the idea that potentially 800, 000
barrels of oil is not going to conpletely solve our

energy crisis sonehow, especially when there is no

contract in place, as far as | amaware, that all of
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the oil produced will be sold strictly in the United
St at es.

Wth that in mnd, it's difficult for ne
to really conprehend how they can say this is a
solution, or our nation's problens if there's no
guarantee that it's a solution. Wth that said,
general |y when you open up oil to internationa
mar kets, it goes where there's demand, and the denand
inthe United States is currently slow because we are
I n recession. However, China and India with their
massi vel y growi ng econom es are gobbling up way, way
nore. The likelihood is that it wll be sold on the
i nternational market and end up in those areas is
much hi gher than | think sone peopl e have presented.

The other thing I wanted to point out is |
read a report by Dr. John Stansbury fromthe
Uni versity of Nebraska; and what his study
essentially said was, the environnental inpacts
presented by TransCanada are significantly downpl ayed
to the reality of the situation. Wereas he said for
the lifetinme of the pipeline was sonething like 11

spills. The reality would be nore like 91. And the
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significant environnmental inpact, worst case scenario
of that, would be the, occluding in both several
aquifers and main river sources both in Nebraska,
Kansas, Gkl ahoma and Texas. And this would affect

not just agricultural economc policy or economc
realities, but also a health hazard on a nassive

scal e.

And | think that w thout acknow edgi ng
that and taking that into account, could be
significantly dangerous for this project.

The last thing | would put out of his -- |
guess | don't understand how so nmany people can state
that this one project automatically nmakes us safer
fromthe terrorismfromlran, from China, because it
doesn't. The reality of the situation is this may
be a positive inpact for |ocal economes, it may have
t housands of jobs created tenporarily and sone for 20
years. But if the environnental risk is trenendously
| arger than that, then there's no reason that this
project should go forward. Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)
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M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 91.

MR GACHES: M nane is Ron Gaches, | ama
third generation Kansan, a small business person, a
resident of Lawence, Kansas with a famly. | also
happen to be a consultant for TransCanada and have
wor ked for themthe | ast couple of years.

| had not planned to speak, which is why
|'"'mhere towards the end of the line. But it has
been hugely frustrating to hear the attacks on the
Keystone XL project that are inconplete and
i naccurate, and sonetines just downright false. And
I think sonme of themwarrant sone response.

W heard the attack that the crude oi
won't serve Anericans because it's going to be
exported outside of the United States. W currently
i nport about half of our crude oil that we consune in
the United States. Wen did we becone a crude oi
exporter? WIIl inporting 800,000 barrels of crude
oil from Canada a day suddenly cause us to becone an
exporter of crude oil? | don't think so.

If this crude oil were to go to the China

mar ket, why not build just a short pipeline fromthe
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fields where it's produced to the Western ports of
Canada and put it on a boat and take it to China? |If
the Chinese wanted to buy this crude oil from
Houston, they're going to have to wait for this
pipeline to be built for one thing; but then they're
going to have to ship that crude oil from Houston

t hrough the Pananma Canal, and then to China, a nuch,
much | onger and nore expensive route.

To suggest that this crude oil is going to
be piped to Houston and then be sent to China is
conpl etely speci ous argunent w thout any finding of
fact, and | don't believe anyone has ever suggested
that the Chinese have any contracts to purchase U S.
originating crude fromthe Houston market and ship it
hone.

It's been repeatedly, the comment has been
made repeatedly that this pipeline had 12 [ eaks in
its first year. There have been 12 | eaks fromthe
system none of them have actually occurred fromthe
pi peline per se; but there have been 12 | eaks al
associated with punp stations. Al nost every one of

the punp stations, the |eak was found to be in a
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opi nion -- but apparently there's been sone bad

engi neeri ng perforned by whonever it was designed the
punp stations. Those valves have all been repl aced.
Since they have been replaced, there have been no

| eaks.

W had a | eak in Kansas; |'ve seen that
property. W had less than ten barrels of oil |eak
fromthe valve, and it basically was just a fine m st
sprayed onto the grass around the punp station. None
of it escaped into the ground water or the surface
water; and in fact none of the oil fromany of the 12
| eaks reached any water resources.

W heard that the oil sands are a nore
vol atil e product than has ever been piped into the
United States before. Wll, the Keystone | pipeline
systemis piping this into the United States right
now, it's the very sanme crude oil that woul d be piped
by Keystone XL. So this product is already here.

Qur refineries are handling it just fine. There are
ot her pipelines that bring this product into the

United States from Canada, and there are very, very
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simlar crude oils that are produced in the United
States that are donestic products. | don't see that
this product poses any new ri sk.

We've heard that the pipeline will pose an
unaccept abl e hazard to the Qgallala Aquifer. Well,
this is the scariest allegation of themall, but also
the one that's probably with the | east
substantiation. W have thousands of mles of
pi peline running over the QOgallala Aquifer in Kansas
and i n Nebraska right now, and there are hundreds of
oil wells and natural gas wells that are punched
through the Qgal | al a t oday.

Do we deal with the occasional spill?

Yes, we do, but I can't tell you the last tine |'ve
even heard of one. This people is designed to the

hi ghest standards. There are 52 additi onal

requi renents above and beyond t he standards that
existed prior to this proposal that have been agreed
to by TransCanada. It will be the safest way to nove
crude oil across the United States when it's built.

Let ne conplete ny conments by saying that

our national energy security will be inproved by
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building this pipeline, and | support that effort.
Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 92.

MR, HENDERSON: Greetings, good afternoon,
Thank you for being here. M nane is Chuck
Henderson, |'m from Manhattan, Kansas, representing
nyself, and |I'malso an active nenber of the Flint
Hlls Tea Party fromthe Manhattan area.

|"d like to speak in support of the
pipeline project. | think that especially in Iight
of the fact that the construction is already done,
this structure exists in the State of Kansas now, but
to not use it is to waste it. It's to waste it as a
resource of infrastructure, entirely aside fromthe
waste of the resources that they' re wanting to send
through. The volune of the oil comng through wll
al so represent sone hundreds of tanker trucks that
won't have to be taking up space and tinme and burning
fuel on our interstate highways to transport a

simlar anmount of the crude oil that needs to get to
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the refineries, with declining shipnments comng from
Venezuel a and other ports to the south of the Qulf;
having this new source comng in will help utilize
existing refineries which are a dwindling resource in
this country in and of thenselves. And the tax
revenues.

Houst on and Baytown are al so a hub com ng
back the other direction for the outbound pipelines
of the refined products. Wich is why we take it
there to get it refined. The refineries already
exi st, they need the incomng product to run their
facilities at their best capacity; and then as soon
as those products are created, they can be nost
efficiently sent back out into the nmarket. There has
been far too nmuch regul ati on and downpl ay on the
entire industry for far too | ong.

W're finding people still here today that
are touting global warmng as a reason to not do
this; and that fallacy has been di scounted and
di scredited for sone tine now That was a fraud that
had been perpetrated by those who have their own

interests at heart, and we should not all ow those
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argunents to block this kind of forward progress.

W have union nenbers here today, and as
frequently a ny crowd finds ourselves in apposition
to the union folks, |I'mhappy to discover that we
have a topi ¢ now upon which we can find common ground
and agreenent.

Please, | urge you all to allow this
project to go forward. It wll be to nmany, many
people's benefit directly, indirectly, and for a
| egacy into the future. Thank you so much

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 93.

MR TAWNEY: First of all, I'd like to

thank you for the opportunity to hear peopl e today.

My nanme is Christine Tawney, |'m from Manhatt an,
Kansas. |'malso a nenber of the Flint HIlls Tea
Party. And nost of all, I amalso a |l andowner, have
oil wells on ny property; | also have a natural gas

line that runs through one piece of our property. |
have grown up around these, and never have we ever

experienced any type of potholes, sink holes,
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i nproper managenent of the oil. In fact, if you want
to do environnental studies, the aninmals and birds
and everything, enjoy the area.

Most of all, this is about jobs. This is
jobs for Kansas. This is jobs for Anerica, and as
far as the security, the natural security that cones
in to protect our country and to give our val ue here
in Kansas and in the United States, our dollars wll
remai n here on our ground instead of sending dollars
overseas to people that are going to use them agai nst
us at sone point in tine.

Very definitely this job -- are val uabl e
to our lives. and to our children's lives, and to get
tax dollars and to keep people working, and getting
them away from bei ng dependent upon the gover nnent
for just existence. They need to have pride in
theirselves and in their own self-responsibility.

|'ve | ooked over -- | have a friend that
asked ne how safe this was. So | went inand | did
sonme research. Anyway, Keystone has to where they
can shut down a leak within 12 mnutes, if there is a

| eak. That will be shut down and will protect any of
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the ground around it. The anmount of nonitoring that
they will be doing on this pipeline will be nonstop;
it will be 24/71, 365 days a year. They're going to
be nonitoring this probably better than nost of the
other things that go on in our country.

W need this for the jobs, again, and we
need to bring the noney to Anerican. W do not need
to give the noney away to the foreign countries.
Let's bring it hone. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 94.

MR ELLIOIT: Cood afternoon, ny nane is
Sean Elliott, and I'"'mthe Vice President of KDU Young
Denocr at s.

|"d like to begin by saying that, as he
pointed out in his speech a few m nutes ago, that the
Laborers seemto be on the sane side as Anericans for
Prosperity; and that's a bit odd to ne. So I'd like
that to be witten down.

But as an issue of national security, |

think it should be anal yzed fromthe perspective of
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di saster managenent, both at the border point and
then in Kansas itself.

As was stated earlier, the permts provide
no guarantee of jurisdictional authority. Were
authority will conme fromduring disaster and al so
sources of funding. This can create a boondoggle for
the national border. Wthout jurisdiction or
authority, it is likely that no one wll take
authority when a di saster happens. W've seen this
wi th environnental disasters around the gl obe.

Consi stently corporations are asked to fill in for
energency services; they do this by providing funds
after the fact to those affected by the disaster
This creates authoritative weakness and | ocks the
United States in litigation, which weakens our
national security because it makes us appear weaker
and wi thout control over our border points.

Then as an issue of disaster nanagenent in
Kansas, there have been issues over the |ast decade
on jurisdiction of the QOgallala Aquifer and al so
Kansas state governnent is |ocked in re-crafting

wat er agreenents as we speak. |If disaster occurs in
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the pipeline, responsibility will lie with the State
of Kansas. |If it occurs in the aquifer, this wll
adversely affect farners, but it will also adversely
affect the State, which is under-prepared, under-
funded, and underm ned by previ ous agreenents on the
aqui fer.

| would say that as sonebody who is
studyi ng di saster nanagenent, the only way | woul d be
in support of this is because it provides potenti al
enpl oynent for nyself. So thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Is there anyone else in the
roomwho would |Ii ke to speak?

No. 95. Thank you.

And can you state your nane and
affiliation.

MR PENN. M nane is David Penn, and | am
wi th Laborers International Union.

|"ve listened closely to both sides of
this issue, and |I've |istened w thout contenpt or

prejudice. |'mhere to support the conpletion of the
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Keyst one pipeline. But also, | also want to make
sure that we have a good environnent. | know that
our International -- and I'mcurrently working on

projects right nowwth Sierra Qub's issues wth bad
contractors.

They have been good partners, and |' msure
they'Il be good partners in the future. W want
clean air, we want clean water. Terns were used |ike
-- we're not addicted to oil. W're addicted to good
jobs. W're addicted to a higher standard of 1|iving.

They said that we'll cause a climte
crisis. R ght nowthere's not a greater crisis than
our high rate of unenpl oynent.

| think it would be absolutely imoral --
one of their terns -- if we didn't do sonething to
hel p Arerican workers stop this foreclosure of their
honmes, of the bankruptcies, snmall businesses and so
forth.

So |l dorise today to be a partner with
envi ronnental groups that support this program
Thank you.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.
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(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Do we have Speaker No. 967?

What |'d like to do now, because | think
our transcriber would | ove to have anot her break --
and so because we don't have any ot her speakers, and
we Wil be here until 8 o'clock p.m, that's what the
Federal Register notice said; sone of your
organi zations may have indicated that we woul d be
here until 8 p.m, and so I'd |ike to assure everyone
inthis roomthat we wll be present, particularly if
there are other individuals who've signed in.

But for now, I would like to take a break,
perhaps a ten or fifteen mnute break. | also want
to make a couple of remarks, because when we break |
may | ose sone of you. | just want to say how
t hankful we are; you've been very gracious to us, you

have been very gracious to each other. W thank you

W al so want to convey that the State
Departnent has nade no decision. |[|f you have not
spoken and you decide that you want to convey your

t houghts, your views to the State Departnent, you
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have until m dnight of Cctober 9th to do so. W
circul ated a docunent at the table where there's
i nformation indicating where you can submt your
cooments. So feel free to do so if you have not
spoken here today.

| see a gentleman waving his hand. D d
you want to say sonethi ng?

VOCE: | have -- this is ny comment.

M5. HOBGOOD:  Yes.

And can you just state your nane and
nunber again for the transcriber? 1'd appreciate it.

MR PENN. | believe it was nunber 95.
Davi d Penn.

| heard comments that there would not be
j ob opportunities for the citizens of Kansas. That
is not true. A pipeline of this magnitude requires
skill ed workers, the trai ned workers who understand
t he hazards, and can correct the hazards that's
envi ronnment al or whatever.

The workers of Kansas along with workers
i n Nebraska, Cklahoma, Texas w Il be nade up of crews

fromall the states. Not one state and one | ocal has
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enough workers to conplete this project w thout

relying on workers from ot her st
have that in the record.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD:  Agai n,
break of about ten m nutes.

(Recess.)

MB. HOBGEOOD: Thanks,

patience. W're getting ready to resune the public

neet i ng.

May | call on Speaker

And if you can state your nane and

affiliation.

at es. |

if we can take a

everyone for your

No. 96.

just want to

MR THOVAS:. |'m Tyrone Thonas,

unaffili ated.

If we had to be dependent on foreign oil,

am

at least let us get it froma country that still

i kes us.

VB, HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 97.
If you can state your

affiliation.

name and
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MR PITTS. M nane is Austen Pitts, |
have no affiliation.

Good afternoon. Thank you for hol di ng
this hearing today and inviting people to share their
opi nions on the Keystone pipeline. 1'd like to share
ny thoughts about why | think that this project
shoul d be approved.

Sonme people | know believe that the
environnent will be hurt through the pipeline's
construction and use. | want to share ny opinion on
why that isn't true and why we need to have this
pi pel i ne.

Peopl e say that this pipeline will hurt
the environnment, but one pipeline noves as many
barrels of oil as 750 tanker trucks, which do you
think hurts the environnment nore?

The State Departnent has already said that

the pipeline will not cause any significant inpacts
to the environnent. | will tell you what significant
inmpact it wll have; it will create jobs, it wll

hel p 7 percent of the people in our state who don't

have jobs right now. People who want to go to work
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every day but don't have a job to go to; this
pipeline is going to create new construction jobs and
manuf acturing jobs. That is a significant inpact
that it will have on our state.

| support this project because it's going
to bring new jobs to Kansas. | urge you to approve
t he pi peline.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5, HOBGOOD: Speaker No. 98.

| f you can state your nane and
affiliation.

MR TOMER Hello, ny nane is Jay Towner,
and |'mfor the pipeline construction.

Thank you for allowing ne the tine to
voi ce ny opinion on the Keystone pipeline project.
I've been hearing a | ot about the people who oppose
this pipeline, and that they think it would danmage
the environment. |'mhere to support the project. |
saw the State Departnent already said that there
woul d be no significant inpact to the environnent if

this pipeline were constructed.
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| do believe that this pipeline project
of fers good opportunities for the state, that wll
I ntersect between Canada and the Gulf Coast.
Construction and nmanufacturing jobs that it wll
create are needed badly here in Kansas. There are
sone areas of our state which are having a very hard
time during this recession. Many of those areas are
rural and many of themw || be directly inpacted by
thi s pipeline.

Beyond this, the areas that will be
directly affected, all of us will be better off for
the anmount of investnent that this pipeline wll
create here in Kansas. We will all benefit fromthe
t housands of new quality manufacturing and
construction jobs; we will all benefit fromthe $5

mllion in new governnent revenue that the pipeline

is expected to create. Qur conmunities wll be
better, our schools will be better, our neighbor's
j ob prospects will be better as a result of your

approval of this pipeline.
| ask that you approve the Keystone

pi peline project. Thank you.
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M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. HOBGOOD: Is there anyone else in the
room who w shes to speak?

(No response.)

If not, as | stated previously, we wll be
here to listen to your comments until 8 o'clock p. m

|f there are no other speakers, if we can
suspend the public neeting for about ten m nutes,
there may be ot her speakers com ng. Thank you.

(Recess.)

M5. HOBGOOD: The public neeting w il
resune wth Speaker No. 99.

| f you can cone up, state your nane and
your affiliation.

MR G LLILAND: Nanme is Wlliam@lliland,
I"'ma professional geologist, and ["'msorry it was so
late; | had to go teach ny class at Washburn.
Primarily I'mretired, except.

Earlier when -- just before | had to
| eave, you had a petrol eum geol ogi st fromWchita

speak about the subject, and one of his comments was
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he hadn't heard anyone speaki ng that was nuch of an
expert in the Ogallala Aquifer.

| amretired fromthe State of Kansas, and
one of ny last duties to the State of Kansas was
supervi sing the processing of all applications for
using water in the State of Kansas, for the
Departnent of Agriculture and the Division of Water
Resources. And therefore | have a fair background
in, twenty years working in water appropriations in
the State, of the Qgallala Aquifer.

Many of the things that | heard earlier in
the hearing, people's concerns about the pollution to
the QOgallala Aquifer were extrenme and very unlikely.
The petrol eum bei ng, section of the pipeline wll be
kept hot because it is a pretty high viscosity, and
if aleak did occur, probably it would start cooling
i mredi at el y upon bei ng di sbursed in the environnent.
And therefore would be | ess viscous and | ess likely
to reach down to the ground water in the Qgallal a
Aqui fer, nost of it being filtered out in the first
few feet, in the sands and the silts.

For the nost part, | support the idea of
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the pipeline; sonme of ny staff worked on permtting
and water use for construction of the pipeline across
Kansas before retiring. | do feel that the -- there
woul d have been rather lax in renoving the obligation
of one of the owners and thus a pipeline, any

probl ens that m ght occur. Personally | feel that
both the senior officials in the conpany and board of
di rectors peopl e should be held accountable, and
directed the fines toward them that the conpanies
woul d be rmuch nore diligent in pursuing the
possibility of accidents and equi pnent failure.

O course | have been considered a rascal
at tinmes, | suggested using surplus nukes to take
care of repeated water use offenders in the State of
Kansas. The chief never agreed with nme. But | feel
that it's very inportant to try to protect all our
resources. | think they have been very diligent in
covering; and | feel that on both sides, the
guestions sone peopl e have been exaggerated, both on
the policy and the anmount of noney and nunber of jobs
that will be brought into the area; and on the other

side, the extrene negative inpacts that m ght occur.
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And for periods | participated in the

State of Kansas, | don't |like to talk about a swath

about 25 percent wi de out of the center of the

testinonies, and that probably covered nore

accurately on both sides of the question. Thank you
for the opportunity.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Speaker No. 100.

| f you can state your nane and
affiliation.

MR ADE: M nane is David Ade, I'm
basically just a citizen.

M5. HOBGOCOD: That's fine.

MR ADE. | object toit; |I think that's -

- only way to transport sonething that,

i f sonething

did go wong coul d cause serious environnent al

inpact. That's basically all | can say;
don't think we object to it, just on the
envi ronnment al reasons.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. HOBGOOD: Thank you.

Are there any nore speakers?

really
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(No response.)

If not, we wll suspend the neeting again;
we wll be here until 8 o'clock. And so if you
haven't spoken and you change your m nd, we're happy
to hear fromyou

(Recess.)

M5. HOBGOOD: | just wanted to nake an
announcenent, that it's several mnutes after 8
o' clock. The public neeting is now cl osed.

(Whereupon, at 8:03 p.m, the neeting

adj our ned.)
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